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Reverend Mr. LE W I Y 


Upon his writing the 


Lirsz of Mr. CaxTON. 
Nduſtrious Caxron's Name in Time to come 
25 Had buried been in dark Oblivion's Tomb. 
OY ad you with-held 
you your generous Aid to fave 
That Name which now will never find a Grave. 
Sacred the Labour, Righteous is your Pains, | 
Thus to collect the Artiſt's true Remains, | 5 
| KewrwT owes to you her Thanks upon this Score: 
And not on this alone, but F many more. 
More watchful you than Ec ye T% boaſting Sers 3 
For there a Pyramid now huge appears; 
Vet loſt for ever is its Builder's Name, | | / 


Te II and their eternal Shams. 70 


+ The Hiſtory and Ee rome of the Iſle of 2 wi of the 
Abby of Fauraibam, N of Davington, Maiſon Dieu of I 


ringe: n of Buds fubtus Ie Jup, 4e | 
| A 3 THE- 


PREFACE 


HE Collector of theſe Papers has 
bad it for ſome Time in bis 
6 Thoughts and Wiſhes, to at- 
= tempt to do Fuſtice to the Me- 
ER ory of a Man, who, be thinks, 
d deſerved ſo well of his Country, 
| in ſo early introducing into it an 
Art of ſuch publick Uſe and Benefit as ts that of 
PRINTING. This be was the more forward to 
do, on account of Mr. Caxtons's being a Native 
of KENT, to which the Collector 1s glad of all 
Opportunities of expreſſing bis Gratitude ; ba- 
ving lived in that County almoſt forty Years, and 
been treated there with great Kindneſs and Hu- 
 manity. But bis Situation in à remote Corner of 
this Shire, divided from the Continent, ang di? 
ant from Libraries and the Converſation if, ; 
learned Men, and particularly ſuch as were gtilſd 
in this Subject, quite diſcouraged bim. In this 
State of Ae the learned and ingenious 
Dr. Conyers Middleton, principal Librarian of 
jbe famous * of Cambridge, was /0 =_ 


| 


* FOO. to 0e i Th 
un, and gave bim — that he 0 be — 


b — m * — — 
— ä—— —— ͥpàßuS[ 0 G9 9, — — = 
* 


- of ſuch Uſage. N 992 B 

le an hot quite, 5 7 ond bed wth with . 

if be r 

fo * And this unfair, Charofter. has SES 
we: v 


if it will be any hind of er 70 0 


not d an idle T f 
bis uo aide Tent, Wha 25 ob 


1 Nein e is bis printing 88 ** Lale 


in ſome tolerable Mnſtres ro compleat and exe-_ 


ute it, with the Aſiſtance of the os; qe of 
. 


inted 


s Annales Typegr, .. 


rdamh, 1738. id 2 and 
fh be Bol e, che pee 
142mous Haben, Who favour! ' Reſearchts of 
this Kind: And it is. with theſe Helps that the 
Collector bas been "ka mſn toe) 
Manner Be bas Wor Kb EE IO 


Mr. CaYton' s 
the | reateſt Coke 
cp ri the pu 
be little 2 hy 


Sloch; which lt mates s If. thug 


citly tranſeribed by fo Ry N Meirers, D e of 
them asks, will an Air of corn nll Cont mtr. 


Works of an Author ſo recummenled. But þ 


5 Mr. Caxton was n0 more ſtupid. 7, 


Ia „ be ma re s for one of the brighter 
$ AY Si 15 . RA K 


e Lie ich natural rt Rn 
inchn 


indolent un 88 gre 4 i le 


L 118 
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15 f N FF 
00 ef A | 5 


| 
| 


d bave | hin - Chr 
ſhould, ont would 161k, deve token ſome Care 
thei 2 — not in their . — 
1551 at tunſute rhemye the 
e 8 bf, farrounded with @ Dur du that 
even b 
Bote much Untertatnry the Kifory of the 


Px fy ; may be 
2 FE ENT EEE Sang 


| Some of vur Almanac Makers rell xs, that Prints Rides 
{ pe Fo I uſed prin gray AD. 1443, er 
| rib Yr be e ee =" 
155 2 3 of rbe 
the There 1h Orford, wa Pa ee ty 
them 2 „ 8 
noble W Ah. a rr © _—_ was firſt 
invented in 1 0, an into 
Ebgland in the * en 43 a he fo 
"he 22 The | + Cllr "fon UT, Fel. if. 
D r red ten Vol. I. 
— 8 10 Bu g h and Mentz 
DE fixes 25 = - 
as, 14573 Ruce 1 cer rain. 
771 N e . 


95 A1 Dar, 
| 1 TRY 
1 he * the Annals Ms Raves ** | 


ihe + . 


* 4 tete 44 891 * 


* | — PR REFA. 


. foſes this Art firft brought into England 14603 
Eng. Dict. and N. Bailey implicicl follows * ins“ Ro- 
muance of the Introduction of it in Wng Henry 
VIth's Reign, or before 1460. But @# Generality 


of our Engliſh Chroniclers who mention it, tell 
| us, That Printing was off 8 by Mr. 
| Caxton, in 1471, at Weſtminſter, under the Pa- 
Fl tronage f Abbot lip. © 5 
ö ; : | 
| T2 It ſeems a very juſt Obſervation that has been 
| made by a late ſenfible and ingenious Writer, 
That it is not to be thought, that the Readers 
of ſuch Accounts as they thought tended much to 
the Honour of thetr Country, have not been over 
ſerupulous in examining nicely into the Truth or 
Probability of them : Though it is very com- 
mendable to enquire boneſtly into them, and re- 
nounce all ſuch as appear fabulous and neon eras | 
with the Truth of Hiftory, This, it's boped, will 
excuſe the Attempt of the Collector, in the fol- 
lowing Papers, bonęſtiy and faithfully to ſhew the 
true Charatter of our firſt Printer, and the par- 
' ticular Inſtances of his Probity and Diligence. 
Tn doing this, the 0 bas bad Opportunities 
enough to expoſe the Negligences, Ignorances, and 
Prejudices of ſame of the 'moſt learned Writers 
of the laſt Age; and could be have allowed bim- 
ſelf, with the late Monfieur Baile, and others, to 
divert and make himſelf and his Regders merry 


= Tn 1664 was printed a ſmall Pamphlet in Quarto, of ſaur 
Sheets, entitled, The Original and Growth of Printing in Eng- 
land, &c. by Robert Atkins, Eſq; in which is told a moſt wine. | 
leſs and improbable Story of Mr; Caxton and one Turnour, bein 
ſent to Harlem by Sing any VI. and Arch-biſhop Bowrchier, a 
- furniſhed by them with Money to get a. Printer from thence, ta 
teach the EAgli the Art of Printing. . e 


with 


The Panrace. -- 
| with the Lapſes and Miſtakes of Men much bet- 

ter, and more knowing, in other Reſpetts, than 

himſelf, be would not have wanted ſufficient Mat- 

ter and Occafion. But be remember d the goo 

Obſervation of the Roman Poet: : 


—— Ingenuas didicifle fdeliter artes 
Emollit mores, nec ſinit eſſe feros. 


The Collector has compared what is commonly 
called Caxton's Chronicle of England, with one 
of the MS. Engliſh Chronicles, which be printed, 
and with the — it printed by de Word, 
1497, and 1520; by falian Notary, 1515. 
By this Collation it appears, that they are the 
ſame, without any Interpolations ; only the old 
and obſolete Language is ſometimes alter d, to 
make it more intelligible : Of this a Specimen 
is given, by way of Proof, in the Collection af 
the End of theſe Papers; where the Hiſtory of 
the Monk's poiſoning King John, in the MS. 1s 
compared with the Print. For the further Evi» 
dence of this, is here added a Collation of tuo or 
three other Paſſages in the MS. with Notary's 
Print. | | . 0 
Eh Ons of the Writers that bean hardeſt on Mr, Caxton's Memd- 
To and treats it with the moſt Contempt, thus writes of him: 79 
illiam Caxton, 7 22 Myr. Fox was obliged for the Ar- 
count he gives us of Ki s compiling a Story in the Saxon 
Speech, &c. New ann thy Fox's Words are . Befider Vol. I. 
L hifterie of Beda, tranſlated into the Saxon tongue, he alſo bim- p. 186. 
Self compiled a Starie in the ſame Speech called Storje of A. Co). 1. © 
Fred, &c. which beth bookes in the Saxon tongue [have ſeene, though Ed. 1632. 
the I do not mand. Can any Thing be plaiher than 


that Mr. Fox was obliged for this Account to his o Des, not to 


William  Caxton # An Caxton's Chronicles it's only 
S 
in the londg', | — KB : 2 , ; 


+ done 55 
Eoglidh 


& 4 d 


xii The Panvact 


Engliſh Chronicle, MS: * | IS 15% 


cont 


, William, le] 
* open Rous was a* luther man | a —_—_— 
_ malu.. fo god and boly cherabe. | man ox God and h 
chyrche. 
— they teur — That they ſholde 
[K. Stephen and Hen - departa the rralme 
ry] ſulde departe the | of Englonde butwene 
4 reame Englonde be- {theym two,. ſo the 
rene lam te, fo that Henry the Empreſſe 
Henry the Empre/ſe fone holds; booly, ive the 
ſulde have baifendel the half f all ch land of 
Teame, and N tig Elends. Aud chus 
Stephen's . fr chey . * 
thon baff the Su Peas was arxed ch 
part: and thus mt bi- on ah. Enoloude... oe] 
tuen bam the wrrre cg han che ancorde.iwgs 
; _ and. pee cried my 
chorngb. out -Engelogde. 14 
And ' wbon. tbaceor de: 
was thus\ made. bytuene 
bam, king - Seephen 4 \ 
gan to make ſoo enuchy| i 
ſorwe,) that it was won | and deyed i in he XixYELE 
der to wyte, for enche-| and viii wekes and v 
Hun that he had loft half} days of 14 1 7 All in 
Engelonde, and there. \warre and it ontake. 
ere bym tobe fuch-a for- ek 
we that broughte him] Abt 
e goth, e rages 


The PNA. 
| „ MS.| Print, 151. 


reg. 


Hi 
e 255 Tx; 2 
© 4175 the cogne of his me 
© nes, 


The late My. Heard had 
Proje Additions 'to the MS.'of Robert of 'Glou- 
deſter, in the Herald's. Office, the Narrative 4 
Walter Stapleton, Bijbopof Exeter, inthe. 

of Edward II. _— "Tower. without 
T ar, and his: 's. confi 
from that 1 — . 2. | 
ll . the e e 5 bere 


rut, kbar in the 


maunded his + one 86 


yut It . 


| 
| / gh heh of th the Se. Arto the freres Carmes, 
| this byſboppis men pykkyd |. there they toke- 
 flonys out 7 bure land 10 ſtone to make ther with 
| perfourme bis tour; and the tour, and moche 
Jer a Iſo be hadde —_ {onde and morter and 


xiv 


manner. 


The PaxPFACE 


MS. 


ond ye which thei foun- 
2 — = _ 
er yat yet dygged yn 
— "fon s and alſo 
muche olde morter yat 
vas laft yer of olde tyme. 
And for the diſſeſe yat 
ye byſshop hadde do to 
boly churche, he and his 


to ſqyers weryn buryed 


in ye ſame ſond as yey 
bad ty crifined, 
and ſo yey layn yer xi 
nookys, for yat ye quene 
prayede by hure letteris 
fo ye forſayd comyns 


ſaid byſshop be buryed in 
his owen churche of ſeynt 
Clement wit haut Lon- 


done. And hit was no 


wonder yough ye byſsop 
deide in ſbynfulle deth, 


for be was a .couetous 
man without pyte, and 


be counſailed the Kyng, 


as oyer dude in 


yuelle 


ſonde, as thoughe they 


, 


London, yat ye ſbold 
ſuffre ye body of ye for- 


Print, 1716, 


old robous that was. 
lefte. And for the dyſ- 
pyte the byſshop had 
done unto holy chyrche, 
he and hys two ſquyres 
were buryed in yat 


had ben houndes, and 
there they laye xi wekes, 
tyll that the quene 
1/abell ſent her letters 
to the communers, 
and prayed them, that 
they wolde ſuffer and 
graunt, that the byſ- 
ſhop might be take out 
of that place, and be 
buryed at Excefer at 
his owne chyrche, and 
ſo he was, and his two 
ſqyres were buryed at 
ſaynt Clement 's without 
temple barre. And it 
was no wonder that 
byſshop deyed an evyll 
deth, for he was a co- 
vetous man, and had 
wyth him no mercy, 
and evyll counſeylled 


| the kyoge, 


The 


The PReracs. | 
The Collector preſumes to add, That be is not ſo 
rain and. conceited as to imagine he has made no 
WP /unders or Miftakes, or, that bis Gueſſes are 


with Candor. It's a fine, as well as neceſſary 
Obſervation, made by a learned and excellent 
Writer, that we ſhould even ſtruple to expoſe 

ome kind of Faults. * A Man, ſays he, has ſpent 
« bis Life in Study: He has ploughed up fallow 
© Grounds, or untilled Lands. The narrow Bounds 
© of buman Minds ſometimes, even in an Inadver- 
© Zency, occafioned by a ſtriãt Application to what 
cas moſt * to bis Subjec, make bim fall 


n * L 


gp We 


has fifty Volumes lying vpen around bim: This 
0 — of Objects ba to dazzle and con- 


2 ⁰ V7!««««˖ ³⅛ K ² Wo | 


Aut bor what is rea 
© the wrong Writer. Ought any one to exclaim 
© againſt ſuch a Writer as a Lyer, or expoſe him 
© as ignorant? Should we not rather pity ſuch a 
| © Diſtraftion, than be pleaſed with the 3 
© of a Miſtake which we our ſelves mig 
© made, had our Minds been but as much bent and 
© upon the Stretch? This ſeems offending againſt 
© the Laws of Fuſtice and Chriſtian Charity, and 
s _ thoſe of worldly Decency and common Civi- 
slity. | 1 „„ 
He further begs Leave to tranſcribe the Words 
of the learned Editor of the Regiſter of the| Moſt 
Noble Order of the GARTER, and very skilful An- 
tiguary, as ſerving to apologize for himſelf in bis 
Condut in the following Work as well as — him; 
| That tis * that thoſe Extracts, which the 
© Reader wil 
| . « Caxton 


always right : But be be ſhall be treated 


into a Miſtake of ſmall Moment. It may be be 


= © found bim. He fanſies be ſees and reads in one 
ts i another, and ſo quotes 


f bave 


find here made from the Writings of 
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[7 ES TIMONIES 


- Concerning. 


WTLLETAM. CAXTON. 


* 
3 2% 


Joannes "RV Sudovolgius a flori- 
enſis apud Hybernos Epiſcopus, Anno 15 ; 9, 
apud Germanos pre Chrifti profeſſione Pere- 
- grinus, & poſtea Canonicus Cantuarienſis apud A 
Ny. core | 


4 


< EE Cate 1 vir no — 
idus, aut ignavia torpens, ropa- 
| : ſuæ ee. N 
my multa aliarum gentum W 
id p um non parvo queſivit I; 
| 2 interim in Flandria 30 annis cum dem 
areta Burgundia Duciſſa Edwardi i 
Wi dam didaſcali ad Albani fanum conatibus 
dbortis quidem, ſed nondum finitis, ſe ad hec its 
ulatum eſſe primo fatetur : qui, morte renee in 
5 ac pagellis aliquot imperfectum reliquerat opus. 
Hoc non ſolum Caxtonus eric Faliis 0 coacervavit, 
ſed etiam ex Tits Livio, 1  Auguftins, Gilda, Tas 


** 
* 


; 


xviii — coerning 


ſermonem. 


qui incipiunt; Proſequens demum præſcripti operis 


Thdoro*, Caſſiodoro, 6 alfrido Moauemutenſi, Cuilddins 
Malmesburienſi, Martino Carſulano, Theobaldo' Car- 
thuſiano, et aliis authoribus bonis addidit multa, tem- 
porum ſupputationibus eidem operi junctis. Incipit a 
Gigantibus,. primis, ut ille putat, hujus terre inhabi- 
tatoribus (* quamvis cum ſuo autore anilibus decipia- 
tur fabulis) ac deſinit in 23 anno Edwardi quarti qui 
eſt annus a Chriſti nativitate 1483, vocavitque ſuum 


opus Fruttus temporum. 
Tranſtulit 2 Gallica et Latina =] in * 


Vegetium de re militari. Lib. 4. 
Foannitam de ludo ſcaccorum. TT ib. 4. 
Hiſtoriam excidii Trojani. Lib. 3. 
Bonaventurum de vita Chriſti. Lib. 1. 
Hiſtoriam Lumbardicam. Lib. 1. 
Capgravi Catalogum. Lib. 1. (| 
Illuſtrationes armorum Chriſtini. Lib. 1 
. Obſidionem et expugnationem Jeruſolem 
Gadefridum de Bullion ad 3 n 8 7205 
quartum. Lib. 1. { 


= 


POS >; 


Joanwes LELAND. 1550. 
eb Caxodunus, Anglia prot 
hec aut ſimilia his Anglicè refert in calce libelli con- 
tinentis Pub. Cornelis et Caii Flaminii Dahn, de vera 
Nobilitate de Tiptoto | | 


24 4 


Janus Jose nus. 1562. 1 
Willieinus Caxton ſcripfit Appendices ad Treviſam 


------et continuantur ab anno domini 1397, in quo 
Joannis Treviſæ additiones in Polycbronicon excipit, 
uſque ad annum ejus 1460. * fere ſemper in 


There are ſeveral Writers of this 8 Io in ll 
pear at all in the Pro to the Nut temporam. Ifiderus 
Hiſpalenſis wrote a Chronicle from. the Beginning of the orld 


to 4, C. 626. a3 6 519. a 


a, „ F © 7 


1... HT. wie... ER I... a $5 * Fe WY We." 
3 ; 0 . 


WyLLYaM CaxToON: 


Anglici Polychronici. Claruit Autor ſub Edwards 
Rege quarto. Ante Domini 1463. 


5 : $ | 
Joux Srowz. 1601. 


William Caxton of London, a 8 * 
e noble ſcience of Printing into England about the 


ſaynt Peter's at Weſtminſter, 5 


Joaxxzs Pirs. 1600. 
Gulielmus Caxtonus, natione Anglus, Vir pius, do- 
us, et multùm induſtrius, propriæ quidem laudis 
onnihil appetens, multo 
as. In Handria quidem triginta annis vixit cum 
argareta Burgundia Duce, Regis Edwards 


3 ſemper ferè habebat. In Angliam demum rever- 
vs, ut ipſe fatetur, hiſtoriæ cuj principia incho- 
ta a quodam Prælectore Monaſterii S. Albani qui, 
orte præventus, I intentum abſolvere non potuit, 
hartas las imperfectas accepit Cartonus, ſuas illis 
cecit ex optimis « quibuſqu auctoribus collectas. Ex 

nibus egregiam Hiſtoriam compoſuit, incipiens, ut 
pſe aſſerit, ab eo tempore quo primum inſula no- 
tra cæpit inhabitari, et uſque ad viceſimum tertium, 
oc eſt ultimum Regis Edwardi quarti annum, qui 
rat Chriſti 1483, perveniens, ſeriem rerum perduxit, 


bauceri opera, que non niſi | 
periebantur, eaque 44 Gaſta ad arent et in 
blicum prodire fecit, ne diſperſa perirent quæ in 
num compacta facilius reſervarentur poſteritati, 32 
annes Major libro quarto de geſtis Scotorum fatetur ſe 
juaſdam hujus auctoris hiſtorias ex Auplico in Latinum 


ertiiſe ſermonem, et 1 Hiſtariæ ſuæ * 


ear 14713 and firſt practiſed the ſame e an. 


magis patriæ gloriz cupi- 


tulum operi dedit Fruũus temporum. Scripſit etiam 
\ ppendices. ad Jobannem Treuiſam ab anno. Domini 


397, ad annum 1460. Collegit omnia Galſredi 
g —_ — 


- — 


xix 


oore. Quo toto tempore nunquam fuit otioſus, ſed 
t Patrias aut exterarum regionum hiſtorias in mani- 


„ 


MX 


Teflimonies concerning 
ex illo ſumpſiſſe. Scripſit potiſſimum ſermone pa- 
trio, x, | N 

1. Chronicon Mundi vel Fructus temporum li- 
bros vi. „ Ep 

2. Hiſtoriam Regis Artburi libros xxi. 8 
83. Appendices ad polychronicon redditum Anꝑlicè 
per Fob. Treviſam. | | 

4. Vitam S. Edwardi Regis et Confeſſoris. Lib. 1. 

5. Ex variis compilavit Angliæ, Scotiæ, Walliæ, 


Hiberniæ Deſcriptionem. 


6. Imaginem Mundi. Lik. 1. „ 
Claruit anno 148 3, regnante in Anglia Edwards IV. 


GERARD Joh Vosstvs. 1627. 
Guilbelmus Caxtonus Anglus, præterquam 
varia hiſtoricorum o ex Gallica vel Lingua La- 
tina Anglicè tranſtulerit, etiam ipſe Anglice compo- 
ſuit plurima, quorum nonnulla a Latinis ſcriptoribus 
ſunt tranſlata, Edidit Chronicon libris vii. Quod 
Fruftus temporum inſcripſit. In eo a gigantibus auſpi- 
catur, quos primos Angliam incoluiſſe autumat. Pro- 
greditur autem ad annum 23 Edwardi quarti, hoc eſt 
annum Chriſti 1483. Etiam hiſtoriam contexuit Ar- 
turi regis, item vitam Edwardi Confeſſoris, ad hæc 
Britanniæ totius deſcriptionem. Idem m—_— 
pendicem quam Joannes Treviſa Polychronico addi- 
cderat. Hujus Caxtoni Chronicon in opere ſuo Latine 
tranſtulit Joannes Scotus, ſed reſectis quæ improbaret 
Nec enim pauca ſunt quæ judicium requirat. Unde 
Hiſtoriæ ſuæ Scoticæ, lib. iv. cap. iii. cum narraſſet, 
ut Joannes rex a monacho quodam Cœnobii Sineſbeid, 
hoc eſt capitis porcini, veneno eſſet ſublatus, ſubjun- 
git hæc verba: Caxtonum Anglum Hiſtoricum in hac 
parte ad literam imitor, ſolum linguam noſtram Bri- 
tannicam in Latinam interpretor. Idem, cap. xiii. 
Circa hanc materiam Caxtonus, Hiſtoricus Anglus, fic 
recitat. Ac uam majorem capitis ejus partem ex 
Caxtono aten, addis: Ecce Canes Anglt Hi- 
ſtoriam quam. de lingua Anglicana in Latinam converti- 
* 8 5 mus. 


WrIIrAM Caxrox. 


mus. Non ſolum im bilia, ſed ſibi haud cohæ- 
rentia vir iſte cudit. — enim 223 1 
ut duos peterent, uperiorem et inferiorem ei N 
jectum, — eligerent aut caperent. Item, cap. xxi. 
Ecce quonam pacto res geſtas illius temporis Anglus 
hiſtoricus, quem ſequimur, recitat, paucis verbis im- 
probabilibus a me rejectis et reprobatis. Item, lib. v 
cap. xvii. Poſtea invectivam in Robertum et Davie 
Bruſeos Caxtonus fecit, quot verba tot mendacia aſſu- 
mens. Caxtonum hunc imlerus, uti et, qui eum ſe- 
2 ſolet, Paſſevinus vixiſſe arbitratur anno 1538, ſed 
alli eos ſatis arguunt quæ diximus. Quanquam vero 
Anglus foret, tamen 
nis xxx, in Flandria egit 


Ducem regis 85 * 


I am purgandie 


C6 < 


IE 5 | 
Hi ic 9 Major Haase is Sco- 
tus, Caxtoni i Cn Angli Hiſtoriam ex Lin- 

a Anglicana convertit Latine, . ut ipſe refert, lib. iv, 
Hitoriz Scotiz, cap. xiii. Quod quo hain præſti- 
terit e eſt ex lis 7 de Cale perius dixi- 
mus. 


er Wan rox. 1689. V'14 | 
Verſionem 1 Palythronici) ad finem per 5 
duxit Joanne de: Treviſa, uti ex nota calci adnexa 


| gs anno 1387, die 8* Aprilis : adeo.pt palam lap- 


fit, ſeu i inan ſeu errato typographico, Caxtonus, 
qu in fine verſions a ſe fi impreſſæ adnotavit eam 
itam eſſe anno 1357. lam èhim, immutato pau. | 
lulum Anglice linguæ archaiſmo, et a ſeipſo ad annum 
uſque 1460. Edwerdj IV. Regis primum concinna- 
tum, typis impreſſum evulgavit * Zondini 1482, fol.» 


Gulielmus Caxtonus qui ſub Edwardo Rege dicto crits 9 


primuſque omnium Artem ran Angliæ 
mygue. 
| 
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Archp. 


xxii 


| Teſtimonies concerning, de. 


Archp. WILLIAM NiIchoOLSso. 1714. | 
- William Caxton vas a menial Servant, for 
thirty Years together, to Margaret Dutcheſs of Bur- 
— (Siſter to our K. Edward IV.) in Flanders. He 
afterwards returned into England; where finding, as he 
ſays, an imperfect Hiſtory (begun by one of the 
Monks of St. Albans, ſays Jobn Pitts, very unaviſed- 
ly) he continued it in Exgliſb, giving it only the La- 
tin Title of Frutftus temporum. How ſmall a Portion 
of this Work is owing to this Author, has been ob- 
ſerved before; but he now ufually bears the Name 


of the Whole, which begins with the firſt inhabiting 


of this Iſland, and ends (the laſt Year of Edward IV.) 
A. D. 1483. The Opportunities he had of being ac- 


1 quainted with the Court Tranſactions of his own Time, 


an Undertaking above his Strength | . 


would encourage his Readers to hope for N Matters 
from him; but his Fancy ſeems to have led him into 


x | 
[ e * 
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THE 


William Caxton, &c. 


(2 ILLIAM Cans ond was Pang of 
born, as he himſelf tells “. — 5 
us, ſomewhere in the 
Wealde of Kur; ; a Part 
of that large and fine 
County, ſo called from 
EZ the Ang/o-Saxonic Word 
a Ve y peald, which ſignifies a 
= FECOPIE YEE Wood or Chace; this 
Tract of Lind being moſtly Wood. Here, he 
faid, he learned the Engliſh, which he ſpoke and 
wrote; which, he obſerved, was then ſpoken 
broader and ruder there than in other Places of 
this County. By his Mother, it's ſaid, he Was Bagford's 
taught to read and write; which was a liberal: _ 
Education for thoſe ancient Times, and for 
which he afterwards: devoutly thanked Gop, 
ſince by thoſe Means he, in his old Age, got a 
B 4 Living. 
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* 


I! be LIE of William Caxton. - 
Living. When he came. to be of a fit Age, 
which I ſuppoſe to have been, at that Time, 

about ſeventeen or eighteen Vears old, he was 

Sunmarie bound an Apprentice to one Robert Large, a 

Zub ge wealthy Mercer of the City of London; who 
woas choſen Sheriff of the City Sept. 28, 1430, 

An. Dom. and Mayor October 28, 1439, and died A. D. 

144!- 1441. With him Caxton ſerved out his Time, 
: and was madea * Conjurys, or a ſworn and Bro- 
ther Freeman of the Company and City. Af- 
ter his having ſerved his Time, he ſeems to 
have continued with his Maſter as a Journey- 
man till his Death. But, however this be, Mr. 
Large, in his laſt Will, remember'd his Ap- 
prentice William Caxton, and left him a Legacy 
of thirty four Marcs a conſiderable Sum in 
thoſe Times, and a creditable, as well as early, 
Teſtimony of Mr. Cax/on's good Behaviour and 
great In egrity, His Maſter being dead, it ſeem 
as if he was obliged to pravide for himſelf ſome - 
Keen. Other Way. He himſelf has intimated, That 
&. the very ſame Year that his Maſter died he went 
abroad, where he continued above thirty Years 
for the moſt part in Braband, Flanders, Hol- 
land and Zealand. It has been gueſſed, - that 

he was in theſe Countries as a travelling, Agent 

or Factor for the Company of Mercers, and 
employ'd by them in the Buſineſs of Mercban- 

An. Dom, diſe. This is not at all improbable, ſince in the 

25 ; Year 1464, we find him joined with one Richard 

e e bitebill, Eſq; in a' Commiſſion from King 


a Conjuratio, Juratorum Corventus. Jurati et Conjurati dicuntur 
Cives unius Oppidi. Ds Frefae Gloſs. e fot: 
d The Commiſſion ſtiles them Lmbaſſiatores, Procuratores, Nan- 
cios et Deputatos * and gives to both, or either of them, ſull 
Power to treat, c. See Colle, Ne. J. 


Edward | 


n 
r 0 
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Edward IV. to continue and conclude'a Trea- 


ty of Trade and Commerce betwixt him ang 
the Duke of Burgund, whoſe Son afterwards 
married King Edward's Siſter, the Lady Mar- | 
garet z or, if it was neceſſary, to make a new 


one. This ſhews that Mr. Caxton was thought, 


by the Engliſh Court, to be a thorough Maſter | 


of the Trade and Commerce of that Country 
where he had now lived and traded three and 
twenty Years; in all which Time, he muſt, 
one would think, have acquired a great Deal 
of Knowledge and Experience. 


Four Years after this, a Match was conclu- An. Dom. 


ded, as was juſt now hinted, betwixt the you 


Duke of Burgundy and the King's Siſter, and 


the Lady ſent to Bruges, where the Duke's 


Court then was, with a very ſplendid Retinue. 


Among her Servants of the Engliſþb Nation, 
Mr. Caxton, it ſeems, was nominated to be one. 


He himſelf tells us, That at this Time he was a 


| Servant to her Grace, and received of her 
ne 


' Dutcheſs, we do not know; but the Freedom 
with which ſhe uſed Mr. Caxtun, in finding 


R ad litus Maris duQta prope inſulam de Tanet 
verſus Flandriam, habuitque in ſocietate ſui - 44 


Margoreta, que e&t apud le Dame per Epiſcopum Sarum Tjowino | 
Karolo Duci Burgundie nupta. Wilkel — wo n Gat $28 


4 Mr. Caxtos thus reckons her Titles: My lad Marg e by 
the grace of God ſufter unto the kynge-of Enghnde and . 


ducheſſe of Burgoyne, of Lotryk, of Brabant, of Lymburgh and Las. 
* 


of Heynawd, of Holand, of Zeland and Namur : 


holy empire; lady of Fry/e, of Saline, and. of 
yell, &c. | 


emburgh, Countes of Flandres, of Artoys and of Burgoyne 
M 


704 he 
cſs of the 


fault 


wn * Fee, and other many good and great * vcch. 
ts; which ſhews he was much in her Fa- Moro, 
vour. In what Rank or Quality he ſerved the * 


pe Janii Domina Margarets foror Regie, per Deniem 
navem 
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fault with his Engliſo, and ordering him to cor- 
rect it, &c, ſeems to ſhew, that the Place he 
had in her Grace's Family was no mean or or- 
dinary one. 5 


An. Dom. It was now about * eighteen Years ſince the 
1450. curious Art of Printing was firſt brought to Per- 


fection, and praftiſed at Mentz in Germany, and 
yet leſs ſince Printers of Books were multiplied, 


An. Dom. not only in Mentz, but throughout the World, 
1460. as we are informed by Mr. Caxton, who was 


then abroad in the very Country, and particu- 
larly curious to know, and inquiſitive after 
this new Invention, It ſeems to have been 
with a View to Mr. Caxton's learning this Art, 
and introducing it into her own Country, that 
almoſt immediately on his being admitted into 


An. Dom. her Service, the Dutcheſs ordered him to tran- 
1468. late out of French into Enzli/h, 4 French Book 


Coll. 
No. II. 


drawn out of diverſe Latin Books, and called, 
fThe Recuyell, or Collect ion, of the Hiſtories of 
Troye, by Raoul le Feure, chaplain te Philip 
duc of Bourgogne, and newly publiſhed, 1464. 
For this Undertaking, Mr. Caxton tells us, he 


thought himſelf ſo unqualified on account of his 


In which ſeaſon, 35 Hen. VI, the eraſte of pryntynge was fyrte | 


; invented in the cytie of Mens in Germanic, to the great furtheraunce 


of all perſons deſyryng eee, heh thirſting for literature. See 
Mr. Fox's Acts and Monuments, c. 5 vi 
Les perſonnes deſintereſſes eſtiment que Srasbourgh eſt le verita- 
ble lieu de ſa naiſtance, et en fixent Pepoque a 1440.——L'opinion 
la plus probable eſt, que Guttembery a congũ dans Strasbourgh les 
premieres idees de l' Imprimerie; que ne pouvant pas ſeul parache- 
ver Pouvrage, il fut a Mayence, ou il aſſocia Fauſſe, et ou ils com- 
mencerent les premieres impreſſions par un Bible en 1450, et par- 
les Offices de Ciceron. Richelet Dictionaire, &c. V. Imprimerie. 
! The Reaſon of the Dutcheſs's pitching on this Book, ſeems to 
have been the Fondneſs of the Eng/; about this Time of deriving 
their Deſcent from the Trojans. 9 ee 


1 | unpere 


The Lir of William Caxton. x 
unperfitneſs in both Languages, Engliſh and 
| French, he having never been in France, and 
lived out of England near thirty Years, that he 
was fully in wyll to bave lefte it, and according- 
ly laid it afide for two Years after be had begun 
it, or till 1470, when it fortuned his gt re- An. Dom. 
doubtid Lady ſent for him, to enquire, it ſeems, 4/0. 


= what Progreſſe he had made in this Tranſlation : 


And when ſhe had ſeen, or read, five or fix 

® quires of it, ſhe founde a defaute in his engliſh ;* aver. 

but was ſo far from ordering him to deſiſt, that 

ſhe commanded him to amande, and make an 

end of the refidue ; whoſe Command, Mr. Cax- 

ton laid, he durſt not diſobey : Accordingly he 

proceeded in his Tranflation, which, he tells 

us, he begun in Brugis, the ficſt of Marche, 

in the Yere 1468, continued in Gaunt, and 

* finiſhed in Colen, the 19th of September 147 1.” An Dom: 
Having thus finiſhed the Tranſlation of this 471. 

Book, he next, he ſays, * deliberated in Himſelf 

© to take the laboure in hand of printing it, to- 

© gether with the * third book of the deſtru- 

© ion of Troye, tranſlated of late by John Lyd- 

gate a Monke of Burye in Engh/b rithme.” 

Of this Mr. Caxton gives us the following Ac- 

count, full of Complaints of the Painfulneſs of 

it to him. © Thus, ſays he, end I this booke me 

and for as moche as in wrytynge of the ſame 

* my penne is worne, myne hand wery, and 

* myn “ eyen dimmed with overmoch lokyng . 

on the whit paper and that * age crepeth | 


8 


© The Hiſtory, and Deſtruction of Troy, at Commandement 
of King Henry the firſt, 1412. in Egli Metre or Verſe. Thomas 
Spegh?'s Catalogue of Fohn L at's Werks. We 

By this it ſeems as I Mr, Caxten was now about 60 Years old. 


6 


, them, 


by Characters or Types of 


B 
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© on me daily and feebleth all the hody,——. 
and alſo becauſe I have promeſed to dyverce 
* gentilmen, and to my frendes to addreſſe to “ bem 


4 haſtely as I might this ſaid book, therefore I 


: wry ed and learned, at my great charge 
and diſpenſe, to ordeyne this ſaid booke in prynte 
© after the maner and forme as ye may here /ee, 
© and is not wreton with penne and ynke as other 
© bokes ben, to the end that every man may have 
* them attones, for all the bokes of this florye na- 
* med THE RECUYELL OF THE HISTORYE OP 
* TROYE, thus emprinted as ye bere ſee, were 
* begonne in oon day, and alſo finiſhed in oon day. 
Thus, it is obſerved of Fauſt and Schaefer, the 
very firſt Practicers of this Art of Printing, 
That they uſed to advertiſe the Publick at the 
End of their firſt Works from Mentæ, that they 


were non atramento, plumali canna neque area, 


not drawn or written with a Pen and Ink, as 
all Books had been before, but made by a new 
Art or Invention of Printing, or ſtamping them 
Niet ſet in Forms; 
by which Means the ſeveral Sheets were done 
all at once, and not Line by Line, as when they 
are written. When the Book was finiſhed, 
Mr. Caxton tells us, he preſented it to his re- 


doubted Lady Margaret, who woll accepted 


the book, and largely rewarded him. This 
ſeems to imply, that he was abroad ſame Time 
after he had finiſhed this Book, or made an end 
of printing it; ſince he went from Cologn to 
Bruges, and very probably ſtaid ſome Time in 
the Dutcheſſes Family, as the Winter was then 
approaching, | 1 e 

the following Rhymes at the End of an 


bus, 


The Lir of William Caxton. 
bus, printed by De Worde, ac the Prayer and 
Deſire of Roger Thorney, Mercer, it is affirmed, 
That Mr. Caxton ſtaid long enough at Cologn' to 
print there that Book in Latin, the Language 
wherein it was written by the Author. 


And alſo of your charite bear in remembraunce ' 
The ſoule of William Caxton firſt printer of this boke 
In laten tongue at Coloyn himſelf to aduaunce 
That every wel diſpoſyd man may theron loke. 


But in another Exgliſt Edition of this Book, by 
Dr. Stephen Bateman, it is thus noted; That 
* Bartholomew Glanville (deſcended of the noble 
Familie of the Earls of Suffolk, and a Franci/- 


Wh - © can Frier) wrote this worke in Edward III 


* time, about the year of our Lord 1360: that 
© in the year 1397 was this work tranſlated into 
* Engliſh, and ſo remained by written copy un- 
til A. D. 1471, at which time Printing be- 
gan firſt in England. By this it ſhould ſeem 
as if the Engliſb Tranſlation of this Book was 
firſt printed in 14713 but its having a Latin 
Title might, poſſibly, deceive De Morde, and 
make him think it was printed in Latin. How- 
ever this be, it does not appear, that any Edi- 
tion of it printed by Caxton, or any one'elle, 
either in Latin or Engliſh this Year, is now in 
being. We have an Account of an Edltion of 
it in * Latin, printed at Cologne the Year before, 

i This is the current Tradition of our Elis Chroniclers, T 
the Summary of the Nr of Ee 2 
Mercer, brought Printing into England 1471, and felt prafyſed 


the ſame inthe Abby of Saynt Peter «at Weftminfier. | 
In the Library of Bennet — og ambridze, is an Edition 
of this Book in Latin, in a large Folio. It is an exceeding fair 
Book ; the 2700 are 1 Sqn: but well cut; and it is printed 
without any Signatures, Date, or Name of the Place of Prititer, 


VIZ. 
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viz. 1470. by Jo. Koelbolf, and of another, by 


the ſame Printer, 1481. . And as the former of 
_ theſe Editions might be whilſt Mr. Caxton was 
at Calogn, learning and practiſing the Art of 
Printing, he might, poſſibly, be aſſiſting to 
Koelbolf in printing this Book, or in the Ex- 
pence of it, and ſo be remember'd by De Worde 

as the Printer. 
Before the taking of the City of Ments, 
A. D. 1462, ſome of Fauft's Servants had left 
him, and ſettled themſelves at Cologn, which is 
Palmer; but a little way from Mentx. But notwith- 
Hif. Sc. ſtanding, it ſeems this City did not abound with 


any great and celebrated. Printers till about 
A. D. 1500, near thirty Years after Mr. Caxton's 


learning and practiſing the Art here. This, per- 


„ may account, in ſome Meaſure, for che 


haps 

Rudeneſs of Mr. Caxton's firſt printed Books : Ir 
being obſerved of this Book of his, The Re- 
cuyell, &c. which he printed at Cologn, tha: 


Dr. Mid-“ it has all the common Marks of earlier Anti- 
Dis. © quiry ;* that the Letter is rude, the Lan- 
tion, &c. 
Wy Mixture of French Words in it than in his later 


© Pieces done after his return to England; and. 


© that this is one Proof of this being che firſt 
Book that Mr. Caxton printed, though not. oh 


* firſt he printed in England. 


_ Whilſt Mr. Caxton "reſided at Colagn, it's not N 
unlikely that he became acquainted with Yyn- 
kyn De Morde, Theodoric Rood, a Native of the 


Place, and 7 bomas Hunte, his own Country- 


man, who were all Printers. The firſt of theſe 


ſeems to have come over with Mr. Caxton to aſ- 
fiſt him in the Practice of Printing, and conti- 


noed with him to che Time 5 fs Death, er 
. other 
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The Li ER of William Caxton. 9 
other two were not long after him, and &t up 
2 Preſs at Oxford, where they printed in Latin, 
| as will be ſhewn by and by. 8 £0 1 100 

At what Time Mr. Cexton left Cologn or 
Bruges, to return to England and et up the 
Trade or Craft of, Printing there, is uncertain. 
Toward the latter End of the Year 1468, the 
Earl of Harwich, on ſame Diſguſt taken by 
him, formed a powerful Conſpiracy to de- 
throne King Edward, and reſtare the late King 
Henry to the Throne; and accordingly he took 
op Arms, in which he was ſo ſucceſsful, as to 
force King Edward to leave the Kingdom, and 
fly for Refuge into Flanders, to his Brother in 
Law the Duke of Burgunch But the King be- 
ing ſupplied by him with Forces, and optaining 
this Year, 1471, a compleat Victory over the 
Earl, who: loſt his Life in the Battle ; the Con- 
ſequence of this was, the violent Death of King 
Henry, and of the Prince his San, by which 
Means King Edward was again ſettled on-the 
Throne, and the Kingdom reſtored to its full. 
Peace and Tranquility: Of this Mr. Canton 
took Notice in his Epilogue to a Boo which 
he printed nine Years. after, called tbymage ar An. Dom. 
myrror of the world; in which he beſought A _ 
mighty God to be the Kinge's prateftour' and de. | 
Jendour agayn alle bis enemyes, and gyve Hum 
grace to ſubdue them, and in eſpeciall them that 
had late enterpryſed, agayn right and rears, to 
make werre within” His reyamme. This was a 
Providence very favourable to Mr. Canton, wha - 
ſeems to have been defirous of an Opportuniey: 
of practiſing, in his. own Country, the Art of 
Printing, which he had newly learned at Ca/agn 
at ſo great an Expence. He was not unknown. 
1 to 


10 


however, not to finiſh any Book of Conſe 
been obſerved, indeed, That Mr. Caxton was at 


name the Place. Elſewhere he intimates this: 


The LIE of William Caxton. 
to the King, having been employed by him in 
executing a very honourable Commiſſion to the 
late Duke of Burgundy, and was in great Fa- 
vour with his Miſtreſs, the King's Siſter, who, 
very probably, recommended him to her Bro- 
ther. Accordingly, in the Egilogue above- men- 
tioned, he very gratefully acknowledged, that 
be acted under the ſhadowe of the King's noble 
Protection. In the middle of September, 1471, 
he was at Cologn'; from whence he went, ſome 


Time after, to the Duteheſſes Court, to preſent 
her with his printed Book. If he printed at 


Cologn Bartholomeus de Proprietatibus, &c. he 
muſt have returned thither again, and continu- 
ed there a great Part of, if not all, the next 
Year, 1472. However this be, it's certain it 
muſt require ſome Time for him to come ovet 
from Cologn into England, and ſettle himſelf here, 
and provide all the neceſſary Materials for a 
Printing-houſe. So that, ſuppoſing he came 
from Cologn or Flanders, ſometime in the Years 
1472 or 3, we cannot well imagine him to be 
at work any where in England much before the 


latter end of 1473, or beginning of 1474 z' of 


F 50 
He, 
* 


quence till this laſt mentioned Year. It has 


work ſeveral Years without telling us where. 
and when he printed the ſeveral Books he was. 
at work upon ; ſince the firſt Book we have of 
his, which has any Date to it, is faid to be 

rinted at |Weſiminſler ſix Years after 1471. 

ut Mr. Caxton himſelf tells us, That the/book. 
or game of Cheſi, was printed, or finiſhed, the 
laſt Day of March, 1474 ; though he does not 


— Mc En ĩ˙ a. 1 Dor) 
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The LIE of William Caxton, - 


if it might be depended on as exact and pun- 
ctual in the order of Time in which he'print- 


« dyvers werks and hyſtoryes tranſlated aut 


© fayne lordes, ladyes and gentylmen, as th 


1 


re- 


bete; diner) of 2 die of th 


joleyne. Even the Dictes of the Philoſophers is 


Place where this book of Cheſſe was printed, ig 
as been doubred, whether or no it was printed 


he Duc of Clarence, Mr. Carton tells him, 
har be bad made this Book in the name and 
der the ſbadyw of his noble Protection; which! 
ems very ſtrongly to imply, that he was then 
England; fince, how could he be under 5 
otection out of it? Beſides, if it was po 
rinced bere, it muſt have been printed as C. 
gn, or ſomewhere abroad; and ir is not very 
robable, that Mr. Caxton, who tells us, Thar 
1471, he had Leiſure at Co/ogn, ſhould de 
ers fix Years without doingany T 
anfſlating and printing this Book and the Re- 
yel, beforementioned : Whereas this is cafil, 
counted for, if we ſuppoſe him, during this: 
| EL EE 


r — 


* 


to have been the ſecond Bock of his Printiog, 
in the following Recital of his printed Works, . 


« Frenſhe into engliſhe, at the regueſte 2 i 
© cuyel of thiſtoryes of Troye z the booke of 


mitted. Becauſe there is no Name of any 


> England. But, in the Dedication of it rg 


hing beſideg' = 


7 
Th 


ed them. han, ſays he, T bad accompliſhid tant 


Core, 


14831 


mirroure of the worlde ; the xy bookes of 
Metamorphoſes in which ben conteyned the 
We fables of Ovyd ; and thiſtorye of godefroye of 
boloyne in the conqueſte of Jeruſalem. 
Zut in this Recital are no fewer than fx Books. 

df Caxton's printing unmentioned, which were 

Ul printed before the thiſtorye of godefroye of 


1 
after his Retur * b A 


de conſolatione Pbilgſepbiæ, &c. which 
opbi , abe 


An. Dom. 
1477. 


| 2 we have of, his, that is ex ih; ſaid 


1.474 indicaſſe. Annales Opgre: Vol. I. 


at the End of the 
which we are fute he uſed. ab early us 1480, if 


Books of his printed with A after chi 


The Live of William Caxton: 
Time, ro be removing, into 2 and ſet: | 


ting up a e $ ther 
Bag ford's 4 


inclinable to be 
nted 


this was the firſt 
my or 
keep up the of this, 0 Mie py” rok 


to have made e : 22 8055 74. 1215 
ich he prin 


oh, 


not before. However this be,. we have ho 


9 1477. It is not improbable, that dyrin 
his 142. he printed ſome of hie Man, 4 


Books, as, the Collection of Chaucer s 
gate's Poems Chaucer's Tranſlacion Ho 


the, Signs of their. — ſotne of his 


moſt early Perfortnan 
Be this as it 0 , els is howeyer ger ah, 
in 1477. Mr. printed at Fat 85 


41 in that N was 5854 ther Wes Hook 
called 8 diftes ar , e of the Phils 
But as it is not ſaid, that it wa +-princed. 
Ably, it has been doubted 1 — 
printed here or in the Town of 215 fs, 
at his hrit coming into 4 land. The firſt By 


rinted in the Abby, is that "The. 25 
ele of, Bag ond, 5 Bp, . Bur its very well 
r 


pres oa 10 2 5 


known, th of Nad 
putting the Name of the as well 
Pate, to p 50 Books ; which is one Neale 


why their Hiſtory is ſo obſcure and. Bak te, 
In the Catalogue of the Books printed by 


"I Qui get cut puto ſus typographiz epocham 74 5d eff aum 
Caxtan, 


Beg PAR amnion a Loh 


Ile Li Fx of William can 
Carton, which I have been able to make, there 


Ar aid to be printed at Weſtminſter; one by 


"ok * 


— one by . Carton dwelling in 

Ve miaſter beſides n; cwo enprynted in 
whobbaye of Weſtninfter, and in thabbaye of 
Weftmmſ/ter by London ; and two rranſlared in 
thabbaye of Mamiaſer © the remaining Books 
have no Name of any Place, What are we 
now to conelude from ay that Mr. Caxton 


minfter, and but three in che Abby there Not- 
3 then it is not ſaid, in ſo many 
plain and W we; that Mr. Caxton 
printed at Weſtin * or before the 
' Year 1477s « or Nin there, till 1480, 
it appears v 3 at the firſt, if not 
the llaſt Place, where he pred here in Eng- 
land, weas the Abby of Ven 


of his Life. 
At this Time, 1474, the learned N 


0 

m It's. generall id, That, it was Abbat Fobs ip, who was 
Mr. Caxton's e Hearn tells us, without wy Authority, 
That this Abbat had known Carton before, and et 77 yed him to 
tranſcribe and tranſlate e old 1 for his ho tit is 


ao oo Pos og “ nee © ed oe to ¾VP % 


— 
— 


* 


S 


ns 


I 


= 


wil be found, if 1 have not miſreckon d, hut 


printed no more than ſix of his Books at Weſt- 


inſter 3 except, 
porhaps, his own Houſe, in the laſt Tee ear or 1 35 | 


mas " Milling was Abbat of this wle) n | 


13 


V. Caxton of Weſtminſter; one tranſlated at 


14 The LIE of William Caxtofi. 
1 of Religion. Our famous Antiquarian, Fol 
Leland, gives this Character of him; that 
— © there were, in his Time, thoſe who thought 

' © him an elegant Writer for the Time in which 
he lived; that, however, if what was related 

l of him was true, he had, what was then com- 
* mon to but few Monks, the Knowledge of 

© the Greek Tongue,” It is not at all improba- 
ble, that when Mr. Caxton had made himſelf 
known here in England by his printing The Re- 
cuyel, &c. he ſhould be invited by one of this 
Character, who was himſelf a Man of Letters, 
and a great Lover of Learning, to exerciſe his 
Art in his Abby. Or, perhaps, this, as a con- 
venient Place for him to print in, may have 
been procured by ſome of thoſe many | 
men and Friends of Mr. Caxton, whom he men- 
tions as expecting his fulfilling his ys 
them of his Tranſlation of The Recuyel in print. 
However this be, it's ſaid he had the Ambry, 
or Almonry, which was commonly at the En- 
trance of the Abby, aſſigned to him by the 
Abbat for a Printing-houſe; and, that from 
hene the Printing-room is, to this Day, called 

a Chapel, | | T 

An. Dom. The Game of the Cheſs,” which, 1 ſuppoſe, wp 

1474. the firſt Book printed by Mr. Caxton in England, 
was dedicated by him, To the right noble, right 
excellent, and virtuous prince GrorGe Duc of 
Clarence, erle of Warwic and of Salisbury, 
* great Chamberlain of Englond, and Lieutenant 


qui obiit 249 die menſi Maii anno dem; Mececlxxxxviii, Caju 
anime propicietur deus, Amen. Exultabo in Deo Feſi meo, Amen. 
Reges, Reginz, fc. in Eccleſia Coll B. Petri Weins. ſepulti 4 
I . | : 


* a — _— —— 1 1 8 1 
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The LIE of William Caxton. 
This Duke was ſecond Brother to King Edward, 


this, it ſeems, did not hinder his joining with 


— the King his Brother, and there- 
fore he forfeited them: But repenting of his 
Treaſon and Rebellion, and his Repentance and 


vation, he was pardoned, and reſtored to his 
Places. This was in 1472. However, this 
Behaviour of the Duke's very ſtrongly preju- 
diced the King againſt him. Of this the Duke's 
Enemies, and particularly his younger Bro- 
ther, the Duke of Glouceſler, who wanted to 
get rid of him, that he might come to the 
Crown, as he afterwards did, by the Name /of 
Richard III, made their Advantage; ſo that he 
was impeached in Parliament, and had Articles 
of High Treaſon exhibited againſt him; of 
which, being neglected by the King his Bro- 
ther, he was found guilty; and, at his own 
Deſire, to avoid appearing publickly on a Scaf- 
fold, was ſuffocared within the Tower, in a 
Butt of Malmeſey Wine, Anno 1478. In this 


1 Dedication Mr. Caxton tells the Duke, That 
» he had put himſelfe in devoyr to tranſlate. a 
of © lityll book late comen into his handes qut of 
5 * frenſhe into engliſhe, -in which he founde 
a chauctorites, diftes and ſtories of auncient do- 
| * toures, KF i 0a poetes, .and. of other, 


4 


* unto the moralitie of the publique Wele, as 


of Irelond, oldeſ Brother of King Edward IV. 


and had, by him, been promoted to the great 
and honourable Places above-mentioned. _ But 


the Earl of Warwick in the unnatural Deſign of 


Return to his Duty proving the King's Preſer- 


* wyſe-men which ben recounted and applicd. | 
f well of the Nobles as of the comyn peple, after. 
: | © be 


is 


16 


© ſette in the begynnynge, to thende, that the 


* 

. r 
Pe 
„ 


be LI ER of William Caxton. : 
t the " game and playe of the Cheſſe and, 
© that for more clerely to procede in this ſayd 
© boke, he had ordyned, that the chapiters been 


© readers might ſes more plainly the matter 
© wherof the book treated. To which he ad- 
ded, That che Book was fyayſhid of the lait 


day of Marche the yer of our Lord God a 


* thouſahd ſoute honderd and LXXiili, 
The tbirde book mentioned by Mr. Carton as 
tranſlated. out of Frenſbs into Engliſh and print - 
ed by him, is #h/forye Jaſon. It has no 
Date; but if the Obſer vation be well grounded, 
that the ancient Printers uſed to print ſecond 
Editions of their Books not till about ten ot 
twelve Vears after the firſt, probably this Book, 
of which there was a ſecond Edition in 1493, 
might be firſt printed about the Year 178 


or 6. 


An. Dom. 
1477. 


Annales 


Dpagra. 


/on. 1736. The Hiſtory 


However this be, in 1477, Mr. Canton print 
ed a Book entitled, The diffes or ſayengit of Phi» 
lojophers and of Socrates, at Weſtminſter. This 
is one of the Books omitted by Mr. Canton, in 
his Recital of his mote early or firſt Perforni- 
ances. It was tranſlated out of | Latin into 
French by William de Tignonville, or Thignon- 
ville; who entitled it, Le dict moranx des Phi. 
leſopbes, les dicht des fages, et les ſerrurs de Ari- 


" The Author of this Book was Fecobu: de Thgfnbnin, who en- 
titled it De lu Seaton = eee aL | 
© See Theſauri Linguz Latinæ com extrema, no- 
mina propria tradehs 8 A by Nobert Reed V. Fa- 
the Knight Fafen, by Gerard de Leow, 

Fol. Andewary, 1480. The fame Printer emprynted The Cr 
cles of the Reatne of Knglond with their appefteignaunces. 
wales Typograph e 
1 ſtote. 


„r eee 


TEE TY T3 


— 
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The LI rn F Wilkam Canton. 


ſtote. He was Provoſt of the Univerf of Por 
5 7408 8. Mr. Carton calls him Jen le Teon- 


ville, and tells 75 Ir was tranflated from the 
he nope and puiſſant 


Prench into E 


7 
2 
TY 
1 * 


8 
lord Antoine AA apd b y that lorde gl- Anthony. . | 


| * 


ven to him to print. He Was Sir Anthony 
Wideville, or Jdewyll, + on of ” Sit Ri- 


chard Waevill le, the firf r1 Rivers, and 


Brother to King Edward's r= ci r. Cax- 
ton ſtiled him, etle Rivers, lorde Scal, es, and 
« of the Ifle of Wight defendour and dirg- 
* topx of the > bp 

« Fader the Pope 5 the Royapme of England 
Uncle fa a to my Lord Prince of 
« Wales." After qa Edward's Death, by .the 


Wiles of the Duke te wing IN 
as he was conduQi ing. his 155 
pil, to London, Og on commined Priſoner, with 


other Lords in the King's | meg, to the 2170 
of Pontejrat, where he was ' beheaded by 


oftalique for our poly 


Order, A. D. 1483. In the Library of 2 Cell. J. 
hith, is a Manvfcript of this Book, written Anſtis, 


in ſuch. a fine Roman printed Letter, le 


it equals any print of. the later Ages. At che tt 


p Sir Richard 2 or ae the firſt Earl Rivers, 
was bel utineers, 4 * coy 1 


— E 77 ee 
is n or 325 EE — 


18 5 
m . of 8 4 0 3 fete i 2 
14. 


fol wong yn 12 de Whreeftres L Doi 

awele z © ito poſt m Nativitatis ini 1 ohan- 
* nes Denbonton Oo is de . ſecrete intravit 2 

* ibidem cepit — — 75 rg Widwele > fun 
*ejus cum multis niagn D 

© Marchie et Warrentci ot be Cal if exiſte * Sir Thy- 
mas More gave the following Character of him in his Life of King 
Richard III. Moderator Pueritiee datus eff Antonius Vodevilus, cog- 


romento Riverus, regin frater, vir hand facile diſcernaq manune_ 


al confili propptior, 


| Eq. End 


| 

| 

. 
| 

| 

j 


— —— won 


x The LIFE of William Caxton. 
End of it are theſe Words: Thus endeth tbis 
broke of the diftes and notable ſayengs of the Phy- 
loſophers late tranſlated, &c. which was 4 8c 
the 18th day the * of Norember — 
the ſeventeenth yere of the regne of Kyng Ed war 

@ the fourth, Cc. Tell is prefix d a — beauti- 
ful Painting, repreſenting King Edward, his 
Queen, the Duke of Clarence and his Children, Y 

and the Earl in his Surcoat of Arms, preſent- 

ing the Book. 
14% The latter End of the ſame . viz, Fe- 
8 bruary, Mr. Caxton printed a Book, called The 
"Moral Proverbs of Chryſtine of Pyſe. This is 
an Exgliſo Tranſlation of a Book written in 

— 4 French, with this Title; Les proverbes morausx 

Tom. III. et le livre de prudence 5 Chriſtine de Piſan 

Cel.2220. fille de M. Thomas de Piſan, autrement dit de 
Bologne. This learned Lady was an Italian 
born at Piſa, and tiled her ſelf a woman ye 
lien: But, her Father removing to Bologne. i 
France, ſhe wrote her Books in, the Language 
of that Country and flouriſhed about the Year. 


1400 
At the End of this Book, which is but two 
Sheets in Follo, are theſe Rhymes, after Explicit 


0 eheſe[ ayynges Criſtyne was aufteureſſ fe _ 
_ e in makyng badds ſuche Intelligence 
That therof ſhe was mireur and mailreſe 
Hire werkes teftifie thexperience. 
In Frenſh language was written this ſentenct 
And thus Engliſhed dooth bit rehers 
Antoin Wideuylle therl One 


p 
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The LIr R of William Caxton. 


Go thou litil * quayer, and recommaund me 
Unto the good grace of my ſpecial lardde 
Therle Ryueris, for I have enprynted the 
At his commandement following eury worde 

His copye, as bis Secretary can recorle 
At Weſtmeſtre, of Feuerer the xx daye. 

And of kyng Edward the xvii yere vraye. 
Enprinted by Caxtoan 
In feuerer the colde ſeaſon. 


In 1478, the 19th of Edward IV. Mr. Cax- An. Dom; 
ten printed, in Quarto, or à ſmall Folio, a 78. 


Book entitled, Memorare noviſima, which en- 

treated of the four laſt thinges; the firſt of 
death; the ſecond of the laſte judgment; the 
third of the yes of Hell; and the fourth of 

the joyes of Heaven. This Book, Mr. Cax- 
ton tells us, was likewiſe tranſlated out of 
French by the aboveſaid Sir Anthony Wydeville. 
It ſeems as if, about this Time, Mr 

buried his aged Father, who lived with him at 

Weſtminſter. In? chaccompte of the Wardens 


4 Cayer or Quer 6 Mw at's Book divided 
equal Parts. Corgrave's Fr, Dif. Hero it 6gnife a little Book 
or Pamphlet. So Chaxcer uſes it in his Complaint of the T 


Though, as Carton uſes it before, when he tells us, 


1 


B 
5. &c, it ſeems to mean only a Leaf, or Plece of 


r. Caxton 


20 The LIr E of William Caxton, 

'  *of the Pariſhe Churche of Seynt Margarete 

© of Weſtminſter in the ſhire of Midde. from 

the vij daye of the Monyth of Maye in the 

© Yere of our Lord God 1456 anno vi 

* 18 Edw. IV. unto the 18th day of Maye'in 

1480 Anno Regni 20 Edu. Iv: is — fol- 
lowing Article : | 


Item, The da of ves 
© for ij Torches and 11 


An. Dom. However this be, in 1479 came out of Mr. 
1479- Caxton's Prefs, a Book named Cordiale. Folio, 


_ Book, he tells us, Was likewiſe tranſlated 
y the aboveſaid Anthony erle Rivers, and 4 
. to Mr. Carton, to be 1 on the 
& cond of Peurer 1478, and fo ed on theom' 
' thannunciation, the 2 ＋ 22 1479. 
An. * But I ſuſpect this and Memorare novi — | 
1483- be the ſame Book; ſince I obferve, pr 
Cologne, by Barthol, de Unchle, a 1 in Book 
with th this Title, Corgiale quatuor nouiſimorum. 
Whilſt Mr. Caxton was thus printing Books in 
Engliſh, at Weſtminſter, and ſo much — 
and encoura 4 0. by the Court, gad AL. 
Nobility an 1 there ſeems to 1 
ſet up, by ſome Foreigner, or one who 
learned the Art 2 7 Prefs at Ox- 
ford, to print Books ip Latin, Who this Prin- 
ter was, we do not certainly know, he having 
omitted to put his Name to thoſe Books of his 
printed here, which ate. preſerved, Rut by. 
ſome Latin Verſes at the End of one of 4 
Books printed here, it ſeems 10 io be , intimated 
that the Practice of this Art was firſt introd = 
at O Herd, by one Thomas Hunte an tr” + 


e of Willigm Caxton, | 
apers— — Xx? 


The LITE of William Caxtog. 
man, who was afterwards Partner with Theo- 
doric Rood. However this be, the three fol- 
lowing Books, which are in the Royal Library 
at Cambridge, the Bodleian at Oxford, and in 
other private Libraries, it's plain, were printed 


at Oxford this and the next Year, 

1. Expoſitio Sancti ymi in ſimbolum 
a ad papam Laurentium impreſſa 
Oxonie et finita Anno Domi Mcceclxviij. xvii 
die Decembris. Ms. 2 

2. Textus ethiegrum Ariſtotelis per leonax- 
dum arretinum lueidiſſimè tranſlatus, cor- 
etiflimeque impreſſus, Oxoniis Anno Dri 

cccclxxix, ; 


3. Tractatus brevis et utills de originell pee 
* editus a fratre Egidio —————— 


trum heremitarum ſancti Auguſtini. Impreſſus 


et finitus Oxonię A nativitate dal Meccelxxix. 
xiiii die menſls Maroil. - 


| Theſe three Books are all printed with the 


ſame German Types, The Oxford Antiquarian 
ſays, Perſpicuis magis. et pulchrioribus quam re- 
centiores nonnulli, more plain and beautiful than 
ſome more modern ones, They have all of 
them a very regular Page; the Signatures are 
placed at, or under the End of the botrom Line, 


21 


thus, a i. a ii, c. and there is no Direction 


- 8 and the Leaves are not num- 
The firſt of theſe Books is plainly dated 


Mcccclxviii. which is about eight Years after 


the Time, when the Printers at Meats were 
diſperſed, and carried the Art of Printing to 
other Parts of Europe, This Circumſtance, 

ms To Ol TE joined 


23 


t Rich, 
Ul. 


25 Hen. 


VIII. 


The L1z x of William Caxton. 


joined to that of the Type or Letter uſed by 


this Printer, which is imagined to be nearly 
the ſame with that uſed by Fu}, the firſt Prin- 
ter, though ſomewhat different, has inclined 
ſome to think, that one of thoſe Printers might 
come over to Ih and follow his Profeſ- 
ſion at Oxford, But this is very early for a 
Printer to be ſettled ſo far from Mentx. Ex- 
cepting at Rome, where two Germans, Conrard 
Sweynbeim and Arnold Pannarts, ſet up a Prin- 


ting-houſe Anno 1466; it does not appear, that 


any more than ſingle Books were printed an 
where ſo ſoon after the Diſperſion of the 25 
Printers. EN. % Y 
In 1483, but four Vears after the lateſt of 
the three Books of this anonymous Printer at 


Oxford, an Act of Parliament was paſſed, 


whereby Leave was given to any artificer or | 
merchaunt ſtraunger, of what nation or coun- 
© trey he was or ſhould be of, to bring into the 
© realme, and ſell, by retaile or otherwiſe, anie 
* books writen or printed, The Reaſon of this 
is, by another Act, ſaid to have been, that there 
were but ew Printers within the Realme 
* which could well exerciſe and occupie the 
* ſcience and crafte of Printing.” This has not 
the Appearance of this Art having been intro- 
duced and er here ſo long as fifteen Years 
before by ſo great a Maſter of it. It has there- 
fore been obſerved, that the early Date of this 
firſt printed/Book at Oxford, is contradicted by. 
the more modern Improvements in Printing, 


r All that we have any Account of, were Caxten at Wiſftminfler 
Rood at Oxford, an anonymous one at St. Albans, and Lem ani 
de Macblinia at Londoz ; and their Impreſſions were not very ele- 


Fant. 2 


The LIF ef William Caxton. 
which appear in the Book it ſelf, as the Neat- 
neſs of the Letter, and the Regularity of the 
Page, above the ' Performances of Caxton, or, 
however, his more 'early ones, and the 'Uſe of 
Signatures: For it is a'perfe&t Paradox, that 
the Art of Printing was almoſt, in ite Infancy, 
brought to Perfection. The longer Mr. Caxton 
printed, the more we ſee him improved in his 
Art, If we may believe Mr. Palmer, a Printer 
himſelf, and uncommonly skilled in the Buſi- 
neſs, de Norde improved the Art to a very great 
Perfection, and was a very curious Printer ; and 
Pinſon was become a thorough Maſter of the 
Art: which ſeems to imply, that they both 
excelled their Maſter Carton. Beſides, if a 
Printer, ſuperior to them all, was ſettled at 
Oxford, at leaſt fix Years before the earlieſt of 
them, is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that they 
who occupied this Science, would have been 
more increaſed than it's intimated by the Act 
above-mentioned they were? e's 

It is owned to be difficult to account for this 
ſingle Book's being printed at Oxford ſo earl 


as 1468, and no other being printed there till 


1479, eleven Years after; and then two others 
being printed there' with the ſame Types, and 


in the ſame Manner. As Printing was, I pre- 


ſume, this Printer's Livelihood and Subſiſtence, 
how is he to be ſuppoſed to live ten or eleven 
Years without it? It is plain there have been 
ſome curious Perſons who have collected and 
reſerved ſuch Books, otherwiſe we ſhould not 
ave had thoſe we have; and it ſeenis odd; if 


there were ſo many printed, as we may reaſon- 


ably ſuppoſe there were in eleven Years Time, 


that not ſo much as one of them ſhould fall in 
© 29 their 


FUN 


EY 


only Copies of theſe these Baoki, To fuppoſe 
Mrs chis an 


be and his Readors 
eight Years after rhe Rebels ' were 


EN 
ee engl 
as Mr. Cater + 
the Whole, 1 do not know a bemer Soluwan 
of this Difficulty, than 0 ſuppoſe, with the 
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their way; bur, that they ſhould all light wpan 


Printer, aſtar 
printed a ſing le Book, in co Years time, at 
Oxford, ſhut —— Preſs, 1470, on account of 
the Rebellion of che Earl of Farmakt ; becauſe 
might be ptherwile e 
and not open it again till 249, _ = 
„ RA 
Kingdom reſtored 40-48 former Peace and 
ucy, foms farpeifi 33 Wh 
die Pr Il 
at * 


the 


— 80 — an 


learned and —— that inſtradd uf 
Moccolxviii, the Date ſhould be Mocculaxviii, 
an x being dsopped, either i _ Deſign (or 


Chance, as was v common with "mr. ly 
Printers. TE 


Whether this Printer died, or, for want af 


Encouragement, removed from Oxford to ſome 
other Place, is not now known. But in 'the 
Year 1480, we find another Printer at 


Dom, 
in Ger. 


one Theodorsc Road, a Native of Gi 


N many, where I have ſuppoſed Mr. Carton do 


have known him. He continued printing here 


till 1485 but how much longer we do not 
know. By ſome * * Wen r 


2 2 quem ſlime 
| ermano 
e ſibi ſcien thomas ſuit — IE 
- Djj dent ut. venetos exuperare queant. ; 
Quam lenſon venetos docuit vir gallicus artem; 
Ingenio didicit terra * ſuo. 


by ularis 8 ofa © appears, 
a Partner, one homes 
and it is intimated. 284 
of Printin 
Art, lay 


7enetians, "the Bim Notz. 


man 7 
on has, learned. 5 its own Ingenuity, or the Ge- 


nius of one gf  1ts. own Natives. Tichalss 9 
in printed at Venice in 1450; which being, at 
—_ but the Yeat after the two Spires ſectling 
there, Rood aſoribes to him the , macking the 
Venetians 22 Act of. Printing. 80 here Hunte 

inting a; Oxford, io M0808, four Vears aftor 
Mir. Carr an to print at r e Rood 
Co to pr. bim ud the 
the Engl; this Orafe,. But if What is here {aid 
does not: zun Wiſe relate to Hunte, it muſt to 
Caxton, ſince they are the onl y Engliſhmen who 
were Printers at 'this. Time. 5 that Hunte is 
the Perſon meant, ſeats pretty plain from its 
wage that the Art of printing Latin, 


which was. 
now fund by them at Oxford : in cas = 
on prints is. ad 
1. the Eugiiſb e of, and were plea- 
oy with h the. N ongue, and that Hunte 
an in o man 8 as to port or 
ſend rol op pee 
Demands at home; fo that there was no 


R nodis bis rranſniter libros, _ 


ventimis, o werers. 
| Que foera _—— 5 
Quamyis ſemptos ae orbe britenmes . 
#7] ingiling,i plvet his lingua /atira damen. 


92 4 5 * 
£2 = 


known to the YVenetrans, was 


3; 


abroad, vr ——— to ſupp 5 | 
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ſion for the Venetians to ſend any of their 72 
ed Books hither, as they had uſed to 48. 
though this might be ſo, the Care and par 
gence of curious and inquiſitive Perſons have, 
ſo far as I know, preſerved but four of the 
Books printed by .theſe two Printers, and one 
even of them was not known till very lately, 
1735. Unleſs we ſuppoſe Hunte to be the 
Printer of the three anonymous Books in 1 
and 1479. 
An. Dom. To return to Mr. Carton; In 1480 ho 
_ printed Thymage or mirrour of the worlde, Fol. 
This, he tells us, he tranſlated out of Frenche i into 
Engliſh, at the req 255 , Coſt and es _ of the 
* Cexcyt honourable and worſhipful * Hughe Bri rice, Gold- 
and Alder ſmmith, who was Sheri e of London 1475, and 
| oy afterwards Knighted, and Mayor of the City 
Anno 1485. At the End of this Book is printed 
an Epilogue with Mr. Caxton 's Cypher, as repre- 
ſented under his Picture, which hows he vie 
it not above fix Years after, I have ſup 
him to have firſt printed in England ; — 
it's not unlikely that he vſed it ſooner, only, 46 
is very common with other old Books, this Leaf ö 
has been torn out and made away with, In, 
the Epilogue above-mentioned, Mr, Caxton tells 
us, That Sir Hughes Deſign in procuring this 
Book to be tranſlated and printed, was,  tq 
make a preſent of it to the puiſſaunc, noble 
* and vertuous lorde Haſtynges Chamberlayns 
* unto the Kynge, and Bis lieutenent of the 


toun of Calais and marches thereof ; ; That 


u Another edition of this A te an by 
Laurence Andrew dwell "ge in Fleteftrecte at the ſygne of the Gol- 
den Croſſe by Fletebri At the 3 of the N and 


Prologue * is, ten n ci 
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he owned the Tranſlation to be rude and fim- 
ple; but that he had, to his Power, followed 
his Copy, and as nigh as to him was poſſible, 
made it ſo plain, that every reaſonable Man 
might underſtand it, if he adviſedly and atten- 
tively read or heard it: Though the ' Tranſla- 
tion abounds in French Words; ſuch as offroye, 
empriſed, ententyfly, arrette, &c. which, at this 
Time, are not commonly underſtood by Enxgliſb 
Readers. He added, That this Book he began 
« firſte to tranſlate the ſecond day of Janyuer 
© the yere of our lorde Mcccclxxx and finyſhed 
it the eighth day of Marche the ſame yere, 
and the xxi yere of the Regne of the moſt 

| © Cryſten Kynge, Kynge Edward the fourthe.” 
C Caxton me ſieri fecit. 


Next after this, is mention d by Mr. Caxton Legendi 
himſelf, as tranſlated out of French, and print - Yer, 
ed by him, the xv bokes of Metamorphoſes 
in which ben contaynid the fables of Ovid. 
Ouduin places this Book in this Year. Libri 
xv Metamorphoſeon Ovidij in Anglicam proſam 
per Caxtonum converfi, A. D. 1480. In Mr. Secre- 
tary Pepys's Library in the College of St. Mary 
Magdalen, in the Univerſity of Cambridge, is a 
Manuſcript, which ſeems to be a Copy of a 
Part of this Book: The Title is, A proſe tran- 
ſation of Ovid's Metamorphoſes, beginning at 
the 10th book. In the firſt Page is written in 
red Letters ; „ Tl . 

Here followeth the x booke of Ovyde, 
© whereof the firſt fable is of the marriage of 
* Orpheus and Euridice his Love.” At the End 
is this Colopbaa sz tg ED 
D Thus 
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Thus endeth Ovyde his booke of Metamor- 


phoſe tranſlated and —.— by me Willm | 
* Caxton at Weſimeſtre the xx11 day of Apryll 
. Y C 7 


© the Yere of our Lord mIIII Ixxx. and the 
© xx yere of the Regne of Kynge Edward the 
“““ e 
About the * Middle of this Year 1480, Mr. 
'Caxton finiſhed at his Preſs, his Book called 
The Chronicles of England. Folio. This, he 
tells us, he attempted to do atte requeſie M di. 
ver ſe gentilmen; and, that he enprinted it in the 
Abby of Weflminfler, by London. Before theſe 
Chronicles is a Table of the Contents, to which 
is prefixed the following ſhort Prologue. 


In the yere of thyncarnacyon of our Lord 

bu Crift 1480 and in the 20 yere of the 

* regne of Kyng Edward the 4th, atte re- 

©* queſte of dyvers gentilmen, I have ende- 

« youred me to enprinte the Cronicles of Eng- 
Alland, as in this boke ſhall, by the ſu 

- * raunce of G0 D follow. And to thende, 

- © that every man may ſee and ſhortly find 

« ſuche mater as it ſhall pleaſe him to ſe pr 

rede, I have ordeyned a table of the maters 

* ſhortly compiled and chapitred, as bete 

_ © ſhall followe, which booke Ck a 

« þyne and endeth at the begynnyng of the 

* regne of our ſaid ſoverayn Lord Kyng 

Eduard the 111 e 


Then follows the Table, &c. which , thus 
"Io is conteyned bow Albyne with bir fufleri 


entred into this Iſle and named it Albyon. 10 
N 5 : 


a . 


We re * w * 
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The Book js divided into vir Parts, and 
cclx111 Chapters. The Title of the firſt Capi- 


ul, is, The names of this londe; and the Chapter 


begins thus : 15 
In the noble londe of Sirrie ther was à noble 
Kyng and mygbty.— Which ſeems to intimate 


as if Mr. Caxton printed. cheſe Chronicles from 


a Manuſcript Copy, compiled by ſome body 
elſe, which begins in this Manner, as I ſhall 
have Occaſion to obſerve more particularly 
hereafter, The Title of the laſt Chapter is the 


very ſame with that in the Chronicles printed 


with the Frufus temporum, by Fulyan Notary, 
15615. Of the depoficion of Kyng Henry VI. 
and bow Kyng Kür ' the-1111 took poſſeſſion, 


| and of the bataile on Palme-ſonday, and bow he 


was crowned. At the End is this Colophon :: 
Thus endeth this preſent book of the chro- 
© nicles of Englond emprinted by me William 
Caxton in thabby of Weſteonſeer by London. 
Fynnyſhid and accomplyſhid the x day of 
FJuyn the yere of thincarnation of our Lord 
God mececlxxx and in the xx yere of the regne 
* of Kyng Edward the fourtn n 
On occafion of Mr. Carton's printing this 
Manuſcript Enghiſh Chronicle, and the Conti- 


nuation of it to his awn Time, many Refle- 
ctions have been made on him. 2 Major, 


the Scotrſþ Hiſtorian, obſerved, that he has 


* coined not only Improbabilities, but great In- 
* conſiſtencies 1 and, that in particular the I- 


vective againſt Robert and David Bruce has as 
* manyLyes in it as Words, But he ſhould have 
known, that Mr. Caxton was only the Printer, 


not the Author of theſe Chronicles. The ſame 


Conlideration ſomamhat ebates the Reflection of 
Ws N 


29 
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De Hifto- the learned Gerard fobn Voffius, That there are 
rices Lati- , R . | 
nis. nota few Things in theſe Chronicles that ſhew 
a want of Judgment. It has been obſerved of 
Major, That as he all along mixes the Chroni- 


Macken- cles or Hiſtory of England and Scotland, he 


AZie' Live: 


of the Cakes the greateſt Part of what concerns his oun 
| Scotch Nation from the Engliſh Writers, among whom 
* his principal Authors are Bede, Caxton, and 
2.315. Froiſſard: That he owns himſelf, he often li- 
Engliſh terally tranſlated Caxton, though he takes Oc- 
Hifterical caſion to. quarrel. with his Hiſtory, and eſpeci- 
Libra). ally for its aſſerting the Dependance of the 
. Crown of Scotland upon that of England. But 

it is ſtill a more ſevere Reflection which the laſt 

of theſe Writers has thought fit to make on 

Mr. Caxton and his Hiſtory, as encouraging 

his Readers by the Opportunities he had of he- 

ing acquainted with the Court Tranſactions of 

his own Time, vis. King Edward IV, to hope 

great Matters from him, when his Fancy only 

led him into an Undertaking above his Strength: 
Though Mr. Caxton tells his Readers, at the 

very Beginning of theſe Chronicles, as his 

been ſhewn before, that they ended at the Be 
ginning, and not at the End of King Edward 
Reign. | =; 0 0 en 

It has been likewiſe reported, That Mr. Cax- 

ton, at his Return to England, found the begin- 

nings or rough Draught of a certain Hiſtory, 

gale, Pitts, begun by one who was a Lecturer or Reader of 
Se. Hiſtory in the Monaſtery of St. Albans; others 
ſay a learned Schoolmaſter of the Town, who 

pad laid the Foundation of a compleat Body bf 
Engliſh Hiſtory, but died before he could finiſh 

his intended Work; and, that Mr. Caæton took 
thoſe imperfect Papers, and added to them bis 

| | =O own 
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ewn Collections from ſome of the beſt Authors; 
as Livy, St. Auſtin, Bede, &c. the ſame which the 
Compiler of the Fructus temporum tells us he 
uſed, and called it Fructus temporum. But this 
Miſtake ſeems owing to theſe Reporters ha- 
ving never ſeen the Engliſb Chronicle printed 
by Mr. Caxton three Years. before the Fructus 
temporum was printed at St. Albans, But this 
Chronicle being afterwards reprinted with the 
Fruttus temporum, gave om to, the. con- 
founding theſe two Hiſtories, . and calling * The 
Chronicles of England, which is confined co that 
Kingdom, by the Name of Frudtus temporum, 
or the Fruits of Times; which treats of Scrip- 
ture and foreign Hiſtory, as well as of Engliſh, 
as will be ſnewn more particularly by and by. 


It has been further remarked,. That though 


Mr. Caxton, in his Colophons at the End of the 
Books printed by him in King Edward IVth's 


3? 


Reign, ſuppoſes the Beginning of it to have 


been A. D. 1460; yet in theſe Chronicles he 
ſays, he was proclaimed through the City the 


fourth day of Marche the yere of our Lord God 


1459, But I ſuppoſe, he here reckons accorde 
ing to the Eccleſiaſtical Account, which begins 
the new Year at Lady-day. However this be, 


it has been obſerved, That in the Engliþ His Speed, 
ſtories there is a continual Anachroniſm of a. 


Year, and ſometimes of two, from this Year 


1460, to the End of this Reign; and, that tha 


Difference of Authors bath here bred ſome Conſu- 


* —As ſayth Caxten in his Chronicle, which be calls the | 


Fruit of tymeg. Grafton's Hift. of England, Vel. II. 
It is recorded and found in the Chronicle of Vidliag 
60 60 called Fructus temporum. Fox's Ads ang, Monuments, 


Nn ety 5.9 | 
> fon 
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and there offered, and on the- morrow, March 
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fron of Years, This will ſufficiently appear b 
the . Detail. In the Chronke e wins 
ed with the Fructus temporum, 1515, it is ſaid, 
that the * fourthe daye of March 1459 he was 
* proclaimed thrugh the Cyte, of London, King 
© Edward the fourthe by name: and about 
© Mydſomer after, the yere of our lorde 1460 
© and the firſte yere of his regne, he was crown= 


- *ed ar Weſtminfler, Our old printed Statute 


Books, in French and Latin, record the Begin- 
ning of this Reign thus: Edwardus | guartus 
incepit regnare quarto die Marcij anno domini 
1460 —— coronatus fuit 28 ww wp The ſame 
is affirmed in the Summarie of the Clronicies, & ce. 
that he began to reigne the 4th day of Marche 
by the name of Edward the fowerth 1460 == 
and on the 28th of June be was crowned at 
Weſtminſter. But Speed intimates, that he 
was proclaimed the fourth of March 1461. 
Hall informs us, That the 4ch day of March 
he, as Kyng, rode to the Church of Sr. Pauit, 


* the 5th, he was proclaimed Kyng by the 
name of Edward the 4th throughout the ci- 


© rie, in the 39th yere of King Henry VI, and 


the 2gth daie of June was at Weftminſier 
with all ſolempnitie crouned and anoynted 
* kynge Edward the 4th after Villyam the Con- 
© queror, which was in the Yere of Chriftes in- 


. * carnation 1461.” Polydore Virgil ſays, * Ad 


3 calend. Julij [June 28.] 1461, rex creatur. 
The Writer of the Hiftory of England, in 
2 Vol. 8 of which a fourth Edition was 
printed, A. D. 1715, ſays, © he was proclaimed 
King of England upon the 4th of March 


* 1460, and crowned the 28th of June. Mr. 


Echard 


* „„ rr 3 „1 
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Echard tells us, That * from the fourth Day of 
«© March, 146 1, according to the common Com- 


« putation in thoſe Days, commenced the Reign 


«of King Edward IV; and that on the adh 


Day of June he was, with great Solemnity, 
«crowned at Weſtminſter, Mr, Collier ſays, 
© he was proclaimed March 4, 1461, and crown- 


ed June 26th. And Rapin, different from 


© every Body elſe, tells us, That Edward was 
« proclaimed the 5th of March 1461, and his 
« Coronation fixed to June the 20th.” To name 
no more, the lea Du Pin obſerved, That 


Edward IV was declared King of England in 


the Month of June 1461. | 

In theſe Chronicles King Jobn is reported to 
be poiſoned at the Abby of Suineſbed near Lin- 
colne, by a Monk of that Houſe, This Ac» 
count of that Prince's Death, together with the 


different Relations of it by others, the learned 


and induſtrious Mr, Fox inſerted in the firſt 
Edition of his Ad, and Monuments, &c. to 


which was added, in ſome of the after Edi- 
tions, particularly in the Seventh, printed 1632, 


a Cur, deſcribing the poiſoning of King John 6 

a Monk 7 Swinſtead Is, in Lin ahirg 
In this Deſcription the Monk is repreſented as 
being firſt abſolved by the Abbat, then pre- 
ſenting King Jabn, fitting at a Table in his 
Robes, with his ? Crown on his Head, with a 
Cup of Poiſon, drinking himſelf of it to the 


7 This muſt be an improprietis, if, as our Hiſtorians tell us, the 
King loſt his Crowne in the Waſhes or River #il/freaze, before he 
fame ta the 46by, F345 | | 

D 4 


caunt, 


3 


King, and ſaying, 7 Waſſail my liege, the King * 74 
and the Monk both lying dead, and the perpe- vn 
tual Maſs ſung daily for the Monk. This Ac» 


Health. 
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count, given by Mr, Fox, of this Matter, varies 

from that given by the Author of the Chronicle 
which Mr. Caxton printed in theſe two Parti- 

Col. culars. 1. The Occaſion of the Monk's being 
NF. II. o incenſed againſt the King; which, according 
to Fox, was certaine talle tbat tbe King bad at 

his table concerning Ludouike the French king's 

fon whiche then bad entered and uſurped upon 

him; whereas Caxton's Chronicle aſcribes it to 

the King's Speech of the Monk's too large Pro- 

viſion, and ſwearing, That if he lived but half 

a Year longer, he would make a half-penny Loaf 

worth twenty Shillings. 2. The Place of the 
King's Burial, which Mr. Fox, with the gene- 

rality of our Hiſtorians, ſays, was at Worceſter, 

% and the Chronicle printed by Caxton, at Wyn- 
c. beſter; which Difference, perhaps, might be 
occaſioned by the old ſpelling the Names of 

theſe two Places, thus, Mynceſtre and Wynceſtre, 

and the one being miſtaken for the other. -. 
However this be, Father Rebert Par/ons, the 

Jeſvir, charged Mr, Caxton with being. the firſt 

8 Author of this Story: And a later Writer of 
* Englih Notes on * Rapin's Hiſtory of England, as the 
75% Il. Vrſi that mentions it in Engliſh ; withal adding, 
5. 242. Thar it is not mentioned by any Hiſtorian that 
Jived within Tixty Years of King John's Death, 

or before A. D. 12763; when his being poiſon'd 

is mentioned in a Latin Chronicle wrote by 
3 „ Abbat of Peterburgh, which ends 1259. 

ut to obviate theſe Miſtakes and Reflections, 

it will be ſufficient to tranſcribe what the learn- 
ed and judicious Dr. John Barcham, Dean of 


ex —exdibus et incendiis vacans de Northfolk verſus Lynde- 
ſey per abbathiam Swyneſhevede venit ; ubi, ſecundum quoidam; 
potionatus tranſiit Slafford, — © X 2 
| | EY Bock- 
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Bocking, A. D. 1623, has ſaid of them in his 
Life of this unhappy Prince, printed by F. 
Speed. n W | 


This, /ays be, being the Cataſtrophe of his 


© tragical Reigne, might alſo have been the 
« cloſe of his Story, had not the ſuddeneſs of 
© his Death exacted ſome ſearch into the cauſe 
of his ſickneſs. Such Authors as touch the 
© matter but in general content themſelves with 
« ſaying, he died of grief, or of a * feavour, or 
© a © flux, or a! ſurfeit. But thoſe who have 
«entred into particulars, infiſt on ſuch a ſurfer 
as whereof both grief, feavour and flux were 
© moſt probable effects and ſymptomes. For, 
coming, ſay they, from the Waſhes to Swin- 
« hed Abby (being of the Ciſfeaux Order which 
« of old he had much incenſed) he added new 
© matter of offence as he ſate at meat, when, in 
© ſpeech f of his enemies tqo large proviſion, he 


% — 


« ſware, if He lived but half a year longer, he 


* would make one half penny loaf as deare as 
*r twelve: which to prevent, a Monk that had 
© Holy Habit, whether in love to Lewit, or 
© hate to the King, or pity to the land, preſent- 
© ing Him with an envenomed Cup, whereof 
© the King commanded him to be his Taſter, 
became the Diabolical inſtrument of his own 


© and his Soveraign's deſtruction. This Rela- 
tion, delivered by Monks, and Men of Mon- 


J.. de Waſling, * Pohder. Tg-. e. Otterburne. 
1 7 ä ? Ca. | 


4 Mat. Ves. 1 RB. 
© Chronicle of St. Aan MS. Sundry agli Chronicles MS. 
Caxton's Chronicle. 1 
e 
as ve half. loaves, Leice A8 22 

Otterburn. As 20 d. Pol, J. As 205: Pu MS. 1 pound 

of bread, 1 pound of filver, Falgium MS.  * © | 
; a 2 *Fiſh 
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= kiſh humour as a thing ſo undeniable, that 


© they avow, at what time they wrote this, five 
© Monks in that Abby did fing for this their bro- 
tber s ſoule * ally, and fo ſhould whiles the 
« Abbey flood, which, if it had been forged, 
© every child might eaſily have refuted; and 
© the rehearſal of all circumſtances therof, (of 
© the King's Speeches, of the Monk's conference 
* with the Abbat, of his preparing the drinke 


with the Toad in the garden, of his dying in 


the Infirmary) might deſerve credit with the 
« oreateſt Patrons of Monkery: Yet | one of 
them (as if by acquitting Simon of Swinſhed 
all other of ſuch Orders were cleared from 
« affaflinating of Princes, tho' James Clement did 
« kill Henry III of France) ſtriveth eagerly to 


_ © aſperſe ſome late * Relaters hereof with the 


« blots of both Malice and Forgery. Wherein 
is the Malice? in adding to the Narrations 
Pictures alſo of the fact, ſo to move batred to 
Montes and their Religion. Wheras, of truth, 
either Monkes, or men of that Religion, were 
the very firſt who not only ſo depiured, bur 
© alſo lively and richly depainted in their good- 
« lieſt Manuſcripts, particularly the MS of 
St. Alban's in the Library of the Archbiſhop 


© of Canterbury, and a Manuſcript written in 


the time of King Edward I, in Mr. Selden's 
« Library ; where the King is limmed with His 
« Crowne and rich robes fitting at a banquer, 


and foure Monks in their habits coming to 


him, wherof one preſents Him with the poi- 


h Chron.. of St. Alant, MS. Carton et alii, Zulgium faith, 
Tres Monachos ex conſenſu Capituls generalis, EY TIRE 
F. Parſon's Warn word Enc. 3. C. 15. 
k 7 « Fox, Sir Fran. Haſtings. © 


© ſonec 
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« ſoned Cup. Wherin then the Forgery? In 
« Fox's adding to Caxton ', that his Abbet. gave 
him Abſolutton for the ſame befire-hand, there 
being no ſuch matter at all, nor mention therof 
© in the Story. No! let the very Story ſpealt®: 
s The Monk went to the Abbat, and was Sri ven 
% him, and told the Abbat all the King had 
© [aid ; and prayed his Abbat to afſayle him, for 
© he woulde give the King ſuch a drinke that all 
England ſhould be glad therof, and jeyful. T 
© yode-the-Monke into the garden, &c. Yea one 
Monk, Leceſtrenſis, alledgeth an inducemenc 
for the Abbat's aſſent therto, for that the 
King bad ſent for the Abbat's Siſter, a faire 
Prioreſſe, with purpoſe to have defloured her. 
© Yea, but the Story it ſelf is charged with No- 
« velty, the * firſt author therof being but Anno : 
1483, and all other former writers making no EY 
mention of it, This, if true, were ſomewhat _ 
and doubtleſſe it is as true as the former. For 
how could he, Caxton, be the firſt autber, ſith 
© the Latine Hiſtory eatituled Eulagium, whoſe 
© author died about 1366, hath all particulers 
more exactly ſer downe than that Eli one 
© hath, and expreſsly, that the Monte conferred 
* with his Abbat of his whole purpoſe, and ſhrived, 
gor confeſſed, himſelf bow be woulde ſuffer this 

voluntary Martyrdome, as Caiaphas ſaid of 85 
« Chriſte, Setter one periſh than a Nation. | At ; 
© which conflancy of the Martyr the Abbat wept - | 
* for joy, and prayſed GOD: So the Monke be. 
ing abſolved by the Abbat was undaunted, and 
* ?00k the Cup, &. And not only Renulph the 


! F. Parſon's War wd. Can Chron, 
n F. Parſon's ibid. | | * 1 8 9 : . 1 
9 MS. in biblio. D. Rob. Coton, 


e Monk 


a 
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© Monk of Cheſter, author of the Polycronicon, 
© who was born in the reign of Henry III, the 
© very next reign to that of King John, Fobn 


© of [ynmouth who flouriſhed 1336, and Thomas 


© Ofterbaurne the Franciſcan Frier who ended 


his ſtory Anno 1420, recorded it as Fama 
© wulgata, a Fame generally received; but ſun- 


dry other ancient ſtories, as Jobn of Lich- 
c field, the Monke of Leiceſter, and Scala Mundi, 
© to omit other nameleſſe authors before Anno 
* 1483, as Hift. de geſtis Reg. Joh. MS, and 
« Engliſh Chronicles MS before Edward III, fo 
* confidently avouch his poiſoning at Stinſbead, 
© that unpartial after * Writers, though friends 
© to Monkery, make no ſcruple to believe it. 
And why ſhould they not? fith an author 
© more ancient and unexceptionable than all the 
© reſt, even King Fohn's ſon and ſucceſſor in His 
© Kingdom, averred it, when the Prior of Cler- 
© kenwell ſaucily telling Him, being in that 


« Houſe, that as ſoon as be ceaſed to do juſtite to. 


* wards His Prelates, he ſhould ceaſe to be a 
© King ; the King, enraged with his traito- 
© rous threate, replied , What? meane you 


to turne me out of my Kingdom, and after. 


ward to murder me, as my Father was dealt 


* with?” | 


By all this it ſufficiently appears, That, whe- 
ther this Story be true or not, it was not a Sto- 
ry of Mr. Caxton's making, and that be was not 
the fir ft who mentioned it in Engl;/b, He only 


„ William Carus, John Myer, Geo. Liege u. 4 
. 4 O quid fibi vult iſtud, vos Anglici, yultiſne me, ſicut quon- 
Jam n meum, a fegno precipitgre, atque necare precipita- ; 
tum ? May. Paris Hiſto. Major. 5. 54 We | ut ker 
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copied it from an Enghſb Chronicle in Manu- 
ſcript ; and the moſt that can be ſaid of bim is, 
that he was the firſt ubo printed it. Ag for 
F. Parſons, he ſeems not to have known of this 
Edition of the Chronicles of England, A. D. 
1480; that to which he refers being the Edi- 
tion at St. Albans three Years after. However 
this be, if we may credit Mr. Fox, of the Wri- 
ters concerning the Death of this Prince, the 
moſt agree in this, That he was poiſoned by 
the Monk above- named. But to return to 
Mr. Caxton. - 33 | 
About three Months after his printing theſe An. Dom: 
Chronicles of England, he printed a little Tract 480. 
in Folio, of the ſame Size with the Chronicles, 
which he called The deſcription of Englond, 
Wales and Scotlond, and alſo Vrlond; which, 
he ſaid, was fynyſhed by him the 18th day of 
* Auguſt the yere of our lord god 1480 and the 
20 yere of the regne of King Edward IVth. 
This was printed from Jobn Treviſa's Engliſh 
Tranſlation of 'Ranuiph Higden, the Compiler 
of the Polychronicon, and afterwards reprinted 
with the Fructus temporum, &c. In the Edi- 
tion of it by Julian Notary, 1515, the follow- 
ing Rubrics are prefixed to it. 


C Here foloweth a lytell creatyſe the whych 
treateth of the deſcription of this londe whiche 
of olde thyme was named Albyon, and after 

Britayne, and now is called Englonde and 


The Manuſcript of this Chronicle, which I have ſeen, ends 
with the 6th of Edward III, A. D. 1332. But another Manu - 
ſcript Copy of it in Bennet Coll. Library, ends with that Reign, 
A. D. 1377. a Part of the laſt Sentence being—2he-qubich ng Ed- 
ward when be had regned li yere and more—— be dride at Shene ——— 
en whos ſaule god ba ve mercy Amen. As it is printed. ; 

ſpeaketh 


S 
Q; 
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2 of the nobleſſe and worthineſſe of 
ſame. 
¶ lt is foo, that in many and diverſe places 
the comyn Cronycles of Englond ben hed. and 
alſo nowe late enprynted. And foraſrnoche as 


the dyſcrypcyon of this londe whyche of olde 


tyme was named Allen, and after Brytayne is 
not deſcryved ne comynly hadde, ne the noble- 


neſſe and worthyneſſe of the ſame is not knowen; 


Snglih That from the ping ne down to the Reign 


Ede, of King Henry ch 


therefore I entende to ſette in this booke the 
wes of this ſayde yle of Brytajne and 


with the COME of the ſame, 


Then follows « Table of the Oi by 
which it appears, that this Deſcription, &. con- 
ſiſts of twenty nine Chapters. It has been obſerv'd, 


ighch, our Engliſb Geo- 
have either heen very bh or the 
« want of Printing has occafioned the Loſs of 
© moſt af them; and that this of Caxton's is the 
© only Thing in its Kind which we have.” Aud 
yet, it's certain, this is not Caxron's, but Hig- 


dns, and only printed by him from Trevi/a's 


An. Dom. 
1480. 


Tranſlation of it into Engli/b, as has been > 
hinted before. 7 

It ſeems as if about this Time, or a | little 
before, a third Printing Preſs was ſer up in 
che Town of St. Albans, about twenty Miles 
from London, by one whoſe Name, Sir Hemy 


K —4 Time of ſettin 
2 William Alias was Abbat ; who, ac- 
him, died Ju 1, 1476, the 16th of Bdwerd IV. But 
much or more too early for Ib here, 
ame of the Printer, as 1471 is for au 
y of Waminfer . 
. C. bauncqy 


up this Preſs is ſaid, by Sir Hemy 
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Chauncey ſays, was John amuch, w 


Biſhop Bale ſaid to be a Sc oal-maſtr, kv 
Pits, a Prælector, or Reader of the 


ing Book, printed here in Latin this Year 3499 
is ſaid to be imprinted at che Town. of Sc, 
Albans. According to the prigted Catalogue 
of the late Biſhop Mare's — and uncom- 
mon Books, it bore this Title: Nöbetarica nava 
Fratris Laurentii Gulielmi de Saona ondinit mi- 
norum compilata in alma Univer fitate Cantabri- 
giz ann. 1478, impreſſa apud Villam Sti Albani 
1480. Though, it ſcems, the Copy of this 
Book, which is in Bennet College Library, has 
neither, at the Beginning or End, any Account 


of the Printer's Name, or of the Place ar 


Time where or when ic was printed. 

However this bes it ſeems. Dee. certain, 
That in the Vear 14 121 there was printed here 
another Book, entitle 
the cronycle of Eng ond. In the 1 
we are told, That * in the yere LOS 
© Albons, ſo that men Ba 


2 e e this pre- 
ond with the 1 af 
oke be 00 2 


c — to knowe ther 
Ene upon them, and them to — 


modious 


in by 
od 

" 
that place. But however this be, che fi owe 


Fruttus 3 with 
to * 
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modious to knowe tber noble actes and dedes, aud 
the circumſtaunce of their lives. After inti- 
mating, as above, the Time when, and Plate 
where theſe Actes were compiled, it is added, 
That moreover is tranſlated out of latyn into 

S * engliſhe fro the begynnynge of the worlde the 
_ © Iygnage of Cry —— The foure pryneypall 
© reames of the worlde, that is to ſaye, of Ba- 
0 os of Percees, of Grekes, and of Romayns, 
And all the Emperours of Rome, or Popes, by 
© ordre and theyr names, and many a notable 
fader with certen of their actes. Next 
ate reherſed the names of the Auctours, of 
| * whome theſe Cronycles been tranſlated mooſt. 
© Namely, Galfriqus Munmoth monk in bis 
© booke of Brute: S. Bede in the actes of Ex- 
© londe, in hiſs boke of tymes: Gildas in the 
actes of Brytayne; William Malmibury monke | 

© in the actes of thi kynges of Englonde and by- 
* Marcus, © ſhops z “ Caſſiderus of the Actes of Emperor 

cureliu, and Biſhops, St, Auſtin de civitate Dei; Titus 
rs, * Livius de geſtis Romanorum ; Martyn, peni- 
tcttenciary to the Pope, in his cronycles of Em- 
rors and biſhops z and namely * Theobald: 
artuſienſis ——— in his boke the pro- 
© greſſe of all notable faders from the begynnyfg 
of the world unto our tyme with the notable 
© ates. of the ſame, Next it is intimated as if 
it was the firſt Deſign of the Compiler of this 
Book to have continved the Hiſtory to the Year 
1483, or the End of King Euward IV Reign. 
In this new tranſlation, ſais the Writer, are 


of 3 

E 
l 
Sana. 


o " 


t Theobaldus Anglicus—— claruit anno. 1320. opus condidit de 
progreſſu Sanctum Patrum. Fo volumine complexus eſt 
Sanctorum omnium, quos vel in ſacris bibliis, vel hiſtoriis Eccleſi 
ſticis, reperiſſet. G. FJ. Veſſi de Hiſtor. Lat. lib. III. 
e | © con- 
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and thoſe ben alleged by auctoryte of many 


knowe howe thyſe cronycles ben ordere 
« ſhall underſtonde, that this boke is devyd 
© into vij partes. the /e ventbe parte fro the 
Nor mans unto oure tyme, whyche is under the 
© regne of Kynge Edward the fourth 23 yere 
© whoos noble cronycles by cuſtome may not be 
©ſcen:' or are not commonly, known. From 
hence have ſome of our learned Writers a little 
too haſtily concluded, that this Chronicle, 
printed by Caxton, ended wich the End of King 
Edward's Reign. But, whether by Death or 
any other Means the Compiler of it was hindred 
| from executing his Deſign, it's plain enough, 
that the Part of it which belongs to Britain 
ends with the Beginning, inſtead of the End, 
of King Edward's Reign, A. D. 1460. What 
ſeems to make it probable, that this was owing 
to the Compiler's dying before he had finiſhed 
what he undertook is, That in an Edition of 
this Book in Bennet Col. Library, in the Con- 
tents of the /eventh and laſt Part, theſe Words 
are uſed: Here begynnys the vii part continuing 
to our dats that is to ſay to the regne of King 
Edward the liii, the xxili yere, However this 
be, at the End of this Prologue is printed, 
¶ Explicit Prologus, 9 | 
C Hic incipit fructus temporum, 


Bycauſe of this boke's made to tel whag | 
*tyme of any thynge notable was, therfore the 
begynnynge of all rymes ſhorcely ſhall be 
touchid: And, accordingly the Hiſtory of the 
Ee, l 3 


# , 


© conteyned many natable and marveylous things: 4 


famous clerks *. And, that every man may , 


ava EH or 


ea, 


44 


are not always juſt alike. Thus they both t 
begin: 7 oh a 1 
MS. Chronicle. Fructus temporum, &c. 


how Engelonde was] pete of Brute it ſhall 


Syrrie ther was a noble Sirrie ther was a'ryi! 


The Lies of William Caxton. 
Creation of the World is here related. When 
this Writer comes to ſpeak of Aſcanius the 7th 
kynge of Nah, having told his Readers, that he 
was Son to Eneas, and built the City of Albyor, 
and was called the kynge of the Albans, that 
he gate Sylvius the 8th kynge of Italy, and, 
that Sy/vius was Father unto Brute kynge of 
Brytaine nowe called Englonde, he adds, I leve 
of the kynges of Vtaly, for they dyd but Iytell 
noble thynges, tyll it becomen to Romulus and 
Remus that buylded Rome.- And now to 
proceed to the cronycles of Englonde, er the 
yo namely this boke is made. Then fol- 
ows : | | „ 


¶ Incipit regnum Britanie nunc diet Anglia. 


Here this Writer ſeems to have had the Afi 
ſtance of one of our MS. Englifh Chronicles | 
(the ſame that Caxton printed, if he did not. 
print from that) from whoſe Senſe he no wiſe 
varies, though the language and exprefſions 


. &f K — e es 3 


— 


5 |_| ed. 1815. 
Here may a man hur| © Afore. that I wyll 


fyrſt callede Albyon|be ſhewid howe the lond: 

and aftir who hit hadde|of Englonde was fir} 

that name.  |\named Albyon and bj 
Ss what entheſon it "was ſi 
5 fan. 

Tn the noble londe of Of tbe noble lande of * 


| king,  kynge 


* 
? 
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king, a ſtronge man|kynge and mgbiy ani 


and a mighty af bodyſa man of grete renowne 


and af grete name that hat was callede Dioble- 


men callid Diocletian' yan that wel and wor 
that wel and worthely|zhely' bim governed and 


governed him through|ruled through: bis noble 


his gode chivalry. * " Foo that ——< 
that: 0 ö : LE A . 


q Explicit prima pars. 
Here begynneth now how Brute was goten, 
and how he ſlewe firſt his moder, and after his 


father, and how he conquered A/byon that after 


he named Brytayne after his owne name thar 


now is callyd Englonde after the name of Engift 


of Saxonie, ¶ This Brute came into Brytayne 


about the 18th yere of Heley. That is, ac- 
cording to this Writer's Computation, in the 
Year of the World 4025, and before the Birth 
of Cori, , ==. 27 e eee 

Here begynneth the fourth aege durynge 
to the transfyguracion. In this part the Jewiſh 
Hiſtory is mixed with that of Britaine to the 
Year of the World 4600. Then begins the 


tb age of the worlde durynge to 'the* Nati- 


vitie of Chriſte: In which is intermixed the 


Hiſtorie of the Fews, Perflans, Romans, Greeks, 
Britains and Egyptians, Next begins the tt 


| £2 Es: | 
2 Chriſtus natus eſt ex Virgine Maria Anno Mundi 5193. The 


vulgar Year of Chriſt is reckoned to be in the Year of the World 
4010. and of the Jul. Per. 4714. by others 4001. and of the 
Julian Period 4710. er | | 
Ctrauchius ſays in the Year of the Julias Period 4714. Breuia- 


rium Chrono. p 369. Nich.. Man. 4707. : QF the 
Bib of Cai, J. 2a . 8 PS, ot 


4 Scripture Chronology, 5. 746. 
ue Nr of the 


E 2 1 age 
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age at Cryſlys Natyvyte, which is here placed 
0 the Vw of the World £193, and dures to 
the final jugement havynge yeres as God knoweth. 
In this part is given an account of the Ordre of 
Popes of Rome, with whom, it is here, ſaid, 
God lefte his power, and of the ſucceſſion and 
actes of the Kings of Britaine to about the 
Year of Chriſt 449. Then begyns the /yfthe 
part of the Book durynge from the coming of 
the Saxons to that of the Danes about the 
Year of our Lord 449. Then follows an ac- 
count of the Roman Emperors and Popes; a 
Note, that Englond was longe time criſtened 
afore France; and ſome account of Mahomer. 
Then comes the Hiſtory of the Daniſh and 
Norman Princes with that of the Popes of 
Rome intermixed with it. Myllyam baſtard, 
Duke of Normandy, is here ſaid, agreeable/to 
the common account, to come into Englondi, 
A. D. 1066. Aſter the Hiſtory of his Reign 
follows that of the Popes, which is the method 
uſed in the remaining part of this book. The 
chronicles of England end with the Coronation 
of K. Edward IV. 1460. After this follows 
ſome account of Pope Calixtus III, of his 
ber ere 1455; and a Note of the increaft 
of Printers /1457; and ſome account of . Pope 
Tons II. who is here ſaid to have been choſen 
14509. | | 4 
All this plainly relates to the reign of K 
Henry VI. But then follows an account cf 
| Paul Il. Poules a Venetian being Pope, and choſen 
1464: of Leodium the londe of /uke being op- 
preſſed, and in the Year 1468. utterly deſtroy 
| by Charles duke of Burgundy.. Laſtly,. of Pope 
Afri. Sixtus1V a Fohannes and a frere minor, who 
WES 5 wa 
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was choſen 1471. and called Franciſcus de 
Sanona*, *© He, for an armye to be made agenſt - Su. 
© the Turke, gave grete Indulgences of pardon 
© of the treſori of tbe chyrche unto all cryſten 
© reames, that he myght ordeyne ſome treſore 
© to withſtande the mysbeleved Turke. And in 
© the londe of Englonde, Fohn abbot of Abyng- 
don was the Pope's legate to dyſpoſe this 
© goodli treaſoure of the chyrche to every feyth- 
© ful man that was diſpoſed, and that wolde able 
© hym to receyve it. He died of Grief and Onytriv 
the Gour, A. D. 1484. e ag 

Three Years after, 1486, was printed here _ 


the following Book thus encituled ; 


© The lynage of Coot Armuris, and how a. 
* gentyIlmen cal be known from ungentilmen, P. 
© —— the blaſyn of almaner armys in Latyn, bay. s 
Frenſhe and Englyſhe : the bokes of hawk- 

*yng and huntyng with othir pleſuris diverſe, 
tranſlatyt and compylt togedyr at ſeynt 

* Albons 1486. fol. At the end is this ca» 

lophon. EE 


Here in thys boke afore are contenyt tho 
bokys of haukyng and huntyng with othir 
pleſurys dyuerſe, as in the boke apperis, and 
alſo of coot armuris a nobull werke. And here 
nowe endith the boke of blaſyng of armys 
tranſlatyt and compylyt togedyr at ſeynt Albong |- 
| „ 5 a IF 
d This ſeems coolant what I before intimated, that the Col-.. 


leor, tho' he lived to finiſh the Fructus Temporum, yet died before. 
he could compile the Hiſtory of K. Eqward's Reign. | 
© Another Edition of this Book was printed by de Warde at 


Wefmefire, A. D. 1396. 


Ez the 
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the yere from thyncarnacyon of oure Lorde 


Jhu Criſt MCCCCLXXXVI. 


Hic finis diũſorum pergenerofis valde utilium 
ut E patebit. 


Sanctus Albanus Iz 


Ic is obſerved of the Books. E at this 
Preſs, and particularly of this laſt, that they 


are printed with a Letter much reſembling 


that uſed by Mr. Caxton in his firſt Works. 
From whence it has been ſuppoſed, that he 
and this learned ColleQor of Nee n Hiſtory, 
&c. were acquainted, and, chat r. Caxto 

taughe him his Art of Printing, 35 forniſhe | 
ed him with a Preſs and Types to pain 


St. Albans. | 
About the ſame time that the 8 


tioned Printing-Preſs was ſet up at St. Alban, 
there ſeems to have been two more in the City 


of London by Jobn Lettou or Letton, and Wil 
liam de Machlinia, who by their Names ſhould 


be Germans. They printed together and a- part. 
Of the Books printed by them we have the 


three following preſerved: 


1. Jacobus de Valencia in Pſalterium.— 
excuſ. incivitate Londonienſi ad expenſas Wil- 
helmi Wilcock 21 me e Lettou 


MccccLxXxXx1. fol. 


2 * 
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2. Speculum Chrifliani —— Iſtelibellus im- 
preſſus eſt in opulentiſſima civitate Londoni- 
arum per Willelmum de Machlinia, ad in- 
ſtanciam nec non expenſas Henrici Uranken- 
bergh mercatoris: Without any Date, or Name 
of Place, , 

3. Littleton's Tenures.— At the End of 
the Book is printed this Colophon. 


©. Expliciuc Tenores nouelli Impſſi p nos 
Johez lettou & Willz de machlinia in Citate 
Londoniare juxta ecc az oim Scorze, | 


Of this Book Sir William Dugdale has given Orig. Yur- 


the following wrong and inaccurate accoun 
© Littleton's tenures, compiled by Thomas 
« Littleton, one of the Juſtices of the Com- 

© mon-Plees [it ſhould be of the King's-Bench] 
© Temp. Edu. IV. wherin he had great furthe- 
trance from e Priſot, Lord chief Juſtice 
of the ſame Court [the Court of King's- 
* Bench] Temp. Hen. VI, Impr. Rborbomagi 
per Rich, Pynſon, Temp. Hen. VIII. Nec non 
© Temp. ejuſdem Regis H. 8. in Civitate Londo- 
niarum juxta Ecclefiam Omnium Santlorum 


„ ridi. p. 5 8. 
Ed. 1671. 


* per Jobannem Lettow et Will. de Machlinia, Sq 


in folio. Ir appears by this Book of Sir 
William's, that one Jobn Latton was Autumn 
Reader of the Inner-Temple 16 and 17 Hen. 
VIII. double Reader in Lent 24 Hen. VIII. and 
Treaſurer of the ſame Society 26 Hen. VIII. 
From hence it Has been gueſſed, tllat be and 
our Printer were the ſame Perſon, or rather, 
that Lettou or Letton was not a Printer, but an 
eminent Lawyer wha procured de Machlinia ta 
| E 4 print 
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print this learned and uſeful Law- Book. But 

the great Objection ſeems to be, that Lettou is 
named by himſelf as the Printer of Jacobus de 
Valentia in Pſalterium, and, that it was then 
cuſtomary, when any Book was printed at the 
Requeſt of any particular Perſon, for the Prin- 
ter to intimate, that it was ſo printed; as we 


ſee both theſe Printers did. However this be, 


theſe two Printers tell us that they printed 


near All. balluus Church in London; but there 


are ſo many Churches in that City of this 


Name, that one cannot now determine from 
hence whereabouts their Preſſes were. How- 


ever it is obſerved, that the Letter uſed by theſe 


two Printers is a very coarſe Gothic ane, and 
more rude than Caxton's z and, that by this it 


| ſhould ſeem, that they both came from Mentsz, 


A. D. 
1481. 


or were ſome of the firſt Printers who were not 


quite Maſters of their Art. : 4 
After ſo long a Digreſſion, to give what Ac- 
count I could of theſe new Printing-Prefles at 
St. Albans and London, it may be thought, per- 
haps, high Time I ſhould return to Mr. Caxten, | 
whom we left following his Buſineſs of Print- 
ing with his uſual Application in the Abby of 
Weſtminſler. In 1481. then he printed a Book 
called God/rey of Bologne, or the laſt Siege and 
Conqueſt of Feruſalem, with many Hiſtories 
therein compriſed, Fol. of which ſome Notice 
has been taken before. This, Mr. Caxton tells 
us, was tranſlated and reduced by him out of 
Frenſke into Engliſbe in thabbaye of Weſtmiſtre, 
to thende, that every criflen man may be ibe 
better encoraged tenterpriſe warre for the de- 
Jenſe griſtendome, and tq recover the ſaid cyte 


of 
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of Jeruſalem. —— and * preſented by. him unto 
the mooſte criſten Kynge Edw. IIII. and that ic 
vas begun the 12th of Marche, fynyſhed the 


5th day of Juyn and enprynted the. 2oth. of 


Novembre 21 yere of Edw. IIII.“ The crony- 
cles of Englond printed by Mr. Caxton give us 
the following general Account of this Expe- 
dition, vix. That in the yere 1061. Gregory 
VII. called a counſeyll at Turon, for the holy 
© londe to be wonne agen, and pryvokid the 
© peple to that. matere, 


* 3 
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and it was ſayd and 


© beleved, that two hundred thouſand cryſten 


men went to that journey. For there wente 
© of ſtates olde men and yonge, and alſo ryche 
and poore, and no man compellyd cheyan. 
© And this paſſage was made by the vyſyon of 
our ladie. And the prynces of this people 


© were dyuerſe. One was Godfroye de Boloyne, 


© a full nobleman of all the worlde, and a ver- 
* tyous man. And another was Beemonde the 


duke of Naples: And the thyrde was Hugbe 


the Kynge's brother of Fraunce, and many 


* other, the whiche dyde full nobly for the 


© fayth of god. And it were to long in this 


© boke to reherce the glorious actes that they 


© dyde.” 7; 's tt et og, MY 
This fame Year Mr. Caxton is ſaid to have 


printed 7hyftorye of Reynard or Reynart the Fox, * 
4to. of whick the late Mr. Hearne of Oxford 


gave this Character, That it is an admirable 


Thing, and the Deſign: very good, viz. to xe- 


preſent a wiſe and polite Government. In'the 


firſt Page of it is Mr. Caxton's Cipher M 
© Godfrey of Bulbigne of the Siege and Conqueſt ef Vegas 
ing Edward the TVth's 5 ith, el, 


{being King Edward yo IVth's Book.) 
P. 275. FN A 
Caxton 
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Carton gives the following Account of it, and 


his printing it : Wherin, ſays he, ben wreton 


© the Parable of good 9 an ex- 
© ample to the peple, &c. For I have not added 
© ne mynyſhed but have followed as nigh as I can 
* my copy Whiche was in Dutche, and by me 
* Wyllyam Caxton tranſlated into this rude and 
* ſymple Englyſhe in the Abbaye of Weſtmeſire 
© the vith day of Fuyn in the Yere of our Lord 
* mcccclxxxi. and in the xxi yere of the reigne 
© of kynge Edward the iiiith.' 


xiith Day In Auguſt this Year Mr. Caxton likewife en- 


of Aug. 
1481. 


printed into Engliſh, as he expreſſed himſelf, 
Tully of old age. This, he tells us, was tran- 
© ſlated, and thyſtoryes openly declared by 
© thordenaunce and defire of the noble auncient 
knight Sir Joban Faldfloff of the Countee of 
« Norfolk bannerette, lyvynge thage of fours 


© ſcore yeres, endurynge the fayte of armes 


' © hauntyng. And in admynyſtryng juſtice and 


© politique governaunce under thre kynges, 
c — 10 to , Henry the fourthe, Hwy 
* fyfthe, and nn the ſyxthez And was go+ | 
vernour of the duchye of Angeou- and the 

* countee of Maynez Capytayne of many 
© townys, caſtellys and fortreflys in the ſayd 
© Royame of France, havyng the charge and 
* ſaufgarde of them dyuerle yeres j occupyeng 
and rewlynge thre hundred ſperes, and the | 
* bowes accuſtomed thenne, an yeldyng good 

« — of the forlayd townes, caſtellys'and 
eys to the ſeyd kynges, und to theyr 


© fortre 


_ © lyeutenguntes, prynces of noble recommen- 


duc of Clarence, and other W 


oban regent of Fraunce due of 
bomas duc of Exceſire, Thomas 


© dation, as 
© Bedford, 
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In 1459 this great man was. fiezed with an tate 
hectic fever * aſthma, under which. he. I- Aa 
boured for 148 days till S. Leonard's feaſt, Dae, 
vember 6, when he died, and was buried in the vel 
Abby of St. Bennet of Hulme in Norwich. \\ II. * 
Our 19 Leland obſerved, that the De ſerip 
Tranſlator of this diſcourſe is not here named tor 3 
by Mr. Caxton, But a later writer tells us of a Ni 
Memorial of Wyllyam de Wyrcepre alias Bo- * 
zaner which he bas entred againſt the Year! | 
1473, by which it appears, that be tranſlated Val. Il. 
this book. To this purpoſe is the Memoran- 
dum in Latin: The 20th V. of Auguſt i Win. 
ſented to Wyllyam Waynflete ip 4 n- 
cheſter the hook 72 T olly of old Age, tranſlated 
by me into Enghſh, This Wyllyam Myrceſtre 
was an antiquary and phiſiciap, from whence, 
perhaps, he had the name of Botaner or Her- 
baliſt, and an Aſtronomer of great abilities for 
the age he lived in. He was born in the City 
of * Briſtol, Anno 141g. and ſometyme ſeruaunfe 
and ſoget withe his reuerent maſter John Faſtolf 
Chevalier and Aae in the werres contynuelly 3 
above 44 yeres : and in ſo grete favour with, Sir 
Jobn, that he left him one of the Executors of | 
his laſt Will. He wrote a particular N. 5 8 
containing Memoirs of Sir Mae 
Actions, Which he N r "te Do mins. 
| 5 N 
Ninerarium W 


rer, of Jn Call ad 125 9 
* t 75. 


called be nd lliam 2 1 of r are 1 | 
two 


* In the 1 


only 
ne 2 U he N N 
who was afterward: Lee of BY. 


of Clarence was made _—_ 
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Latin is altogether uncertain. But however, 


This book, Mr. Caxton tells us, was * tranſlated 


Mer, | 
| ele Fob Faftelf"s 
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Johannis Faſtolf, but whether in. E ueliſh. dy 


this engliſh tranſlation of this book of Tully's 
printed by Caxton, by whomſoever made, is. 
not from the original Latin, but, as Mr. Caxton 
informs us, from the Frenſhe by Laurence de 
primo ene at the commaundemente of the 
noble Prince Lewis duc of Bourbon. Mr. Caxton 


- adds, That this book, thus reduced into eng- 


© liſh, was with grete inſtaunce, laboure and 
*coſte comen into his honde, and, that he ad- 
© vyſedly had ſeen over, redde, and conſidered 
the noble, honeſte and vertuous mater neceſſa« 
© rjily requiſite unto men ſtepte in age, and to 
«'yonge men for to lerne how they ought to 
*come to the ſame, to which every man na- 
* turelly deſyreth to rr bag LE” > 
With this Book of Tully's of Dude Mr. Cax- 
ton printed another of the ſame Orator's of 
Friendſhip, For this he gave the following Rea - 


ſon, *bycauſe ther cannot be annexed to oſde age 
ea better thynge than good and very friendſhip. 


This book therfore he put in print, to thentent, 
© that veray amyte and frendſhip may be had us 
© it ought to be in every ſtate and degree and 


vertue, without which frendſhip may not be 


© had, may be encreaſed, and vices eſche wid.“ 


into our maternal engliſh by the vertuous and 
© noble lord. popes therle of Worceſter which 
in his time flowred in vertue and ' cunning “, 
to whom he knew none like emonge the lordes 
© of the temporalitie in ſcience and moral virtue, 


| Ireland, Fobn W who was then only an Eſquire was continu» 
d t 


ally with him : 
and James 


hat 1459; the King kept his Chriſtmas. at 
1 Ea) 13 during the Gd 


Land 
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and which late pytouſly Joſt his lyfe, For 
being Lieutenant of Ireland under the Duke of 
Clarence King Edward's Brother, and falling, 


Gr ons NS 


the ſhort Reſtoration of King Henry VI. A "h 
vantage was taken of that Opportunity, and be 


| accuſed of exerciſing in Ireland more extreme 


Cruelty than. princely Pity, or charitable Com- 
paſſion, and in eſpecial en two. enſantes being 
 ſonnes. to the erle of Deſmond, and atteinted for 


treaſon and bebeaded : Tho' the Hiſtorian, Who 


gives this Account of him, intimates there was 
a ſtrong Suſpicion, that this ſevere age of 
this noble and worthy Lord proceeded. 


en 
malyce againſt bim conceyved, or, that he fell a 
| Sacrifice to PLP Anger and Revenge. 
With theſe two Books of Tully's were printed, 


by Mr. Caxton, two very elegant Orations, of 
t Banatufius Magnomontanus, ſuppoſed to be. 


ſpaken by Cornelius Scipio and Caius Flaminins, 
who were Rivals in the Courtſhip of Lucretia, 
the Daughter of Fulvins : The Deſign or Argu- 
ment of which, is to ſhew wherin bonoure 


ſhoulde reſte or conſiſt, Theſe Orations, Mr. 


Carton tells us, were likewiſe' tranſlated by the 

right vertuous and noble tberie of Worceſter, in 
whoſe Praiſe he thus farther enlarges: * His 
© ſoule, ſays be, I recommends unte your ſpe- 
cial prayers, who alſo in his tyme made many 

© other vertuous werkys which I have heard, of. 
0 bleſſyd Lord GOD ! what great loſſe 
iwas it of 15 noble, vertuous and wel Phe 
* ſed lord? when I remembre and advertyſe 
his lyf, his ſcience and his vertue, methyakech, 


© ann 1 


* 


. . 5 
* — . god 
* . 
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god not diſpleſed, over grete a loſſe of ſuche 
*4 man, conſideryng his eftare and conning, 
© and alſo'thexerciſe of the ſame, with the grete 
© laboures in yooyng on pylgremage unto Jbe- 
© Fuſalem, vy ven there the holy Places that 
* oure bleſſyd. Lord Zheſu Crifte halowed with 
* his pleſſyd preſence,” and ſhedyng there hit 
© precious blood” for our redempcion, And from 
*thehs aſcended unto His Fader in heven: And 
what worſhip had he ar“ Rome in che preſence. 
« of our holy fader the Pope? and ſo in alle 
other Places unto his deth. At which dech 
every man that was there might lerne to die, 
© and take his dethi patiently, Wherin hope und 
doubt not but, that GOD receyved his ſouls. 
© into his evetlaſtyng blyiſe, For, as Pam en- 
formed, he ryght advyſedly ordeyned alle his 
© thynges, as well for his laſt Will of worldely 
: ported as for his ſoule's helthe, and pacyent- 
iy and holyly without grudchynge in charite 
to fore that he departed out of this worlde, 
«© which is gladſome and joyous to hete. Of 
this Tranſlation of theſe two Orations, made by 
this noble Lord, Leland obferved, That ft 
vas ſo terſe, neat and ſignificant, that it might, 
© well be doubted whether the Author of them- 
rote, or he tranſlated with greater Grüce, 
Mr. Caxton adds, That this lytil Volume, 4 


| es erat Tipetote ; Cujus humatiitas, candor, ſplendor etiam et 
cundia Ciceroniana illa ne ominium 7 oy of tum 
mentes ita occupabant et ebant quoque, ut ctelitus eo 
genden, 9 Noska, non m 2 t, verum etiam 
7. 8 e 


Pium IIV Pontificem, audita eus oratione 


| Affirmat 2 | 
longe diſertiflima, qua ſe totum illi et purpuratorum choro patrum 
concredidit, gaudio quod inde acceperat, plane incredibili, 
lachrymas fudi F. Leland, ibid. | 


thin 
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* thin 4%, he had emptyſed temprynte N | 

the Umbre and 2 of the noble N 

« cion of oute moſt dradde ſoverayn a [nook "— 
© criſten kyng Edward the foutrhe, poi whom. - 
he mooſt humbly byſought to receyve che y 
book of him William Canton his moſt humble 
ſuget and licil ſervant, and not to diſdayne to 
© take * of him ſo N aden, and * 
© a perſone. 

The next Year we find: Mr. Cawton' employ'd 4. D. 
in printing a celebrated Book, 2 often 1 8 
by our ancient Writers, entitled P 88 | 
This was the Work of one Rant 4 Higden, 25 
or Hikeden; commonly called 
ay Benedictine Monk of che ve och of 

Werburgh's in Chefler, «bout the Year 1357, 
in which he ends his Collection. He is fi | 
ſed to have been beholden, for a great Parr of. it, 
to a Monk of the ſame Houſe, one Roger, who g. 
lived about A. D. 1330, and wrote a . 
count of the Affairs of this Nation, which he *. 
entitled, Polycratica temporum, and eh it 
wich the coming in of the Roman others BY 
the Beginning. of the World, and continued 
to the Near WY At che Command Thomas K 
variarum que gentium hiſtoriam 
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Bock, he gives the following Account, af 
and. of. the Reaſons which, induced Ri e 


Feen d he, endeth ah bake rampls | 


* moche as ſythe the accompli 
© fayd boke made by the ſayd Ranulph 
''« whiche ben requylyte to be, adged. t 
Mi * oblyvious and lyghely fo epa 


© What Hides woe rl 
Sala in Latin at Oxford 1691, bur Ys. IE 
beſt, e Abra 
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Lord Barkley, — a. „Fart of.c 
' tranſlated” into Eg glih. bye hi C 127 
. a Corniftmiy by 7 ic; 
Ba in 'GloucefterPiire, Where. A, 8 
Aer. His Tranſſätion begids with. J al 
Ozſar. by edunſell of the Senators ok; 7 
ordeynyng wiſe men and ready to meaſq a 
* deſcribe. all the worlde about,” This. 
Mr. Caxton now undertook to put in pi dn ot 
added a Continvacion of it to 1460,:69 llaQed 
by himſelf; which was finiſhed, by King 
Preſs the ad of Fuyl! 148 a, in "ok ad l 
ward IV, or the un Year of his Reign. 
Epilogue printed by him at the, ale. 


ow 


print it, A 


« ficronycon made. and compyled ab 
0 Monke of Cbeſtre, which that i 


« ryn, and att requeſt, of the ryght a 
« lorde Thomas lorde of Berkley. it ua Iraner 
© red into Engliſhe by one reviſe % thenne 
« carye of the Paryſhe of Berk 1 And foral- 
ente 1 of 


© the yere of ute lorde a thouſand chre-hyadre 
« fyfry and * v1, many. thynges. have f 


c worke;z bycauſe mennes, wytte in this, 


N e 3 7) 1 244 N 
at Hig jdm wrote rtcing wo the Th | 
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« thynge 
c alſo t 
© fewe. ther | 
thy | 


— he” ride aint olde engliſshi, chat is 
to wryte certayn wordes which in thile daye 
ben nother uſed ne underſtonde ? nd ferde 
more have put es yo e, to thende, that 

it 127 be dad t matters therin com- 

« priſed to be know. 7 Fore boke' is -generall  . 

© touc ſhortly many notable Matsres And 

' alſo ami avyſed to” make a nother boke after 
| * this fad werke, whiche'(hall be ſette hare fl.. 

"ter the ſame, and ſhall have hie chapitours 

' and bys table aparte. For 1 dare nor preſume * 
to ſette my boke ne it 0 #11 for dyvers : 
© cauſes, One is for ad moche ug'T have not, ne 

* can gete no bokes of suctorytee 'treatynge ok 

ſuche Cronycles, except a lytyl boke named 


© Faſciculus temporum, ànd another called — 

* reus de un in whiche bokes I fynde'ri 

© cauſe is, as-moche as rude ſymplene 

and ygnoraunte" ought not to bt om: 

* halle by the grace of god fer: my werke 

a parte, for 5 accompliſh” ths" yp yeres. 9 

lord 1460, an e yere of the regne 7 I 
Kynge Edwarde th fouribs which amount s 
able to the Date of the Conglyſion” of "this 
Chronicle, vis. "Th n 
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© chat-nought for our defaulte no man nor mo- 
* man falle therin. 
Next is, ¶ Modus. fulminindi anten. 
a Prelatus alba indutus cum ceteris ſacerdotibus 
in eccleſia exiſtentibus cruce erecta, candelis 
accenſis ſtans in pulpito, pręnuncient verba que 
ſequuntur: Ex autoritate Dei Patris 
tentis et beate Marie Virginis, et.omnjum 
ctorum excommunicamus et diabole c 
damus omnes ſupradictos malefactore. 
C Finita ſententia extinguar ages ad .. 
rorem pulſatis campaniis. 
¶ The bedes on the Sonday. 4542; 4266 | 
 Yeſhal knele doun on your Inc and yh vp 
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ould be liked by every Pariſh Prieſt in 
b holy Veſtments, with Bells tolling, and 
Candles lighted, before the whole Congregation 
in the Mother-tongue, four Times « Year, vis. 
on Chriſtmas-day, Eafter Sunday, M bit. ſunday, 
and Alballow's Day, In a Volume of . 
Manuſoript, ſaid to be written 1.— 
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© in their-errour.” The /econd Ar 

firſt in the Confticurion,” and in the. Centril 
Sentence” in Engliſh, in the following Words; 
All thoſe ben e ſolemnly that ſpoilen or 
taken any right of Holy Church, or N 


« holy Church of any Jace Bur iu 5 — 


lib Form of the General Sentence Is | 

cle thus expreſſed; © I denounce and 5 4 r 
« acurſyd alle tho that fraunchyſe of holy ek 

« breke or deſtrouble, or are ageyn the pees or 
© the ſtate of holy chirche, or there to aſſegte 

© wyth dede or counceyl. And alſo alle tho that 
= holy chirche of ony right or make of Ho- 


chirche ony lay fee that is balowyd od. md | 


© fyed j And alle tho that wychholde the rig 5 
t of holy chirche, that is for to ſay offryn 

' tythes, rents, or fredom of holy 1 7 

' ten, or deſtrouble, or breke, that h 85 
' ony man flee to chirehe or chirche 7050 

0 hym out drawyth, and al tho * ck 8 
' procure or aſſent: And alle tho that purchi 
letters of ony lordes courte wherfore lett * 
'1s made in criſten courte that procel 
' right may not n nor endyd. 0 
this the Expounder obſerves, That Chriſten) 
' men, taught in Gop's Law, clepen H8ly | 
Church the Congregation of juſt men, for 


* whom Feſk bn 8 his blood, not for 
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© ſtones and timber and earthly muck that An- 
« tichriſt's Clerks magnifien more than Gon's 
* righteouſneſs and Chriſten Souls, and, that 
then thoſe Prelates and Curates that with- 
* drawen the rightful Preaching of Chriſi's Gol- 
a py fro Chriſten men chat ben Holy Church 
ben open accurſed of Gop and all His Saints. 
He further obſerves, That when the King 
and ſecular Lords perceiven well, that Clerks 
«* waſten their ancetres alms in pomp and, pride 
* plotony and other Vanites, and they wolden 
* take agen the ſuperfluity of temporal goods 
© and help the lond and themſelves: and. their 
© tenents, theſe worldly Clerks crien faſtly, that 
- * they ben curſed for entermittin Holy 
Church goods, as if ſecular Lords and the 
Commons were no part of Holy Church, but 
0 = proud Prieſts full of covetiſſe, Symany, / 
and Extortion, &c e ee 
If ſeems to be after the writing and publiſh- 


appointed a Court of certain ſelect Biſhops, &c 
to be held in the Monaſtery of the Preaching 
Friers in London, to condemn ſome Concluſions | 
ſaid to be maintained by Dr. Wiclif and -h 
Followers, Among theſe were the following 
ones: > | 4 
I. That the Subſtance of material Bread and 
Wine remains after Conſecration in the Sacra 
ment of the Altar, | 
2. That the Accidents do not remain without | 
a Subject after Conſecration in the ſame, Sacri- 
mene. | „ 1 
z. That Chriſt is not in the Sacrament of the 
Altar identically, verily and really in his proper 
corporal Preſence, e 6 
4 a 
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To make therefore the ſtronger Impreſſion 
on the Minds of the People, and raiſe in them 
a greater Abhorrence of theſe Concluſions, the 
following Article was added in this General 
Sentence which was read to the People in their 
Mother- tongue every Quarter, viz. denouncing 
and ſhewing for accurſed 4 beretikes 
that“ leve not in the Sacrament of the aulter,® lle 
that ts 72 oune body in fleſhe and bloude in 


forme of brede, W the: 

In the forme of bidding the bedes on the Son- 
day, or as it was ſometimes called, The Domi- 
nical Prayer in the. Pulpit, is the following 
Clauſe : * Alfo ye ſhal praye for al trewe pyl- E 
 *gryms and palmers that have taken theyr waye 

to Rome, to Jeruſalem, to ſaynt Katheryne's 
'or to ſaynt Fames, or to ony other holy place, 
' that god of his grace yeve them tyme and 
a wel for to goo and to come to the prouf- 
' tyr of theyr lyveß and ſowles. By this it ap- 
pears, That at. the Time of compoſing this 
Form, theſe were the faſhionable Pilgrimages. 
In a more ancient Form, no particular Places ot 
Saints are mentioned, but this Clauſe is expreſ- 
ſed as follows: * Ye ſhulle, bydde for * hem 
' that in * gwood wayes beeſt ywent other 
' wendyt, other * thenkit to wenthe heer ſennys 
to bote, that our Lord Fhe/ſu Crit warde and 
' ſhild hem from all miſaventryes, and gront 
hem ſo goon and comen, that it be hym to 
't worſchip, and hem in remiſſion of here 
' ſyanys, for hem and for 008, and alle Chriſtine 
' folk” This ſeems to intimate as if, at the 


P them, 4 : r been gon or going, C think to 
do their lin to ml dulden for, * . 


6862 Time 
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Time when this ancienter Form was drawn the 
Saints Katherine and James of Compoſtella, were 
not in ſo great Requeſt, or had in ſo much Ve- 


ueration as they were afterwards, | _ 

About 709, an odd and ſurpriſing Opinion of 
the Merit and Holine(: of Pilgrimages to Rome, 
wonderfully prevailed among the Engliſh, inſo- 


much that all Ranks and Degrees of every Sex 
and Age of the People of this Nation travelled 


10 Rome, and placed a mighty Confidence in vi- 
ficing the Tombs of the Apoſtles St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and of ſuch other holy Men, &c. as 


had there ſuffered for the Sake of Chriſt, The 


Confequence of this was, That about the middle 
of this Century, this Humour ſo far increaſed, 


' that the Engliſh Nuns: ran to Rome z and there 
were ſo many lewd Women of the Engli/b 


Nation abroad in Lombardy, France, &c. that 


Boniface Archbiſhop of Mentz, complained of 


them to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and re- 
commended to him the Suppteſſion of this. 


Practice of Pilgrimaging as of very bad and 


ſcandalous Conſequence. The Practice of go- 
ing in Pilgrimage to Jeruſalem, or the Hoy 
Land, was new in the fourth Century, when, 
about the latter End of it, Gregory Nyſſen wrote 


a learned Letter to diſſuade Chriſtians from go- 


ing thither on that Errand; and was at laſt here 


in England, treated with Contempt and Ridi. 
cule, as only a Pretence for“ Sloth and L- 


from the French, Sancte Terre, Holy Land, as much as to lay, He 


is a Caunterrer or à Pilgrim to the Holy Land. 8 


- The 


ſra ment, &c. 
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canonized by Pope Pius II. A. D. 1461. uf 
Sr. James I take to be ? St. Fames of Com- 


—_— 
< * 


| | 


j 75 
The Saint * Katherine here mentioned is, I 

ſuppoſe, the Saint of that Name, of Sene in 

Italy, who was born there, A. D. 1347, and 


boſtella, in Spain: Hither, it was ſaid, the 


Bones or Reliques of James, the Brother of 
Jobn, who was killed by Herod, were tranſla- 
ted But it does not appear, that much Notice 
was taken of them till Caliſtus or Calixtus I's 
Time, who was choſen Pope of Rome, A. D. 
1119. He not only wrote a Tract of the Mira- 
cles of this Saint done at Compoſtella, but ad- 


viſed the Eng/i/ſh Pilgrims, in particular, rather 


to go in Pilgrimage to this Saint, than to Rome 


and promiſed them, on account of the Length 


of the Journey, that if they went twice to 
Compoſtella, they ſhould have refunded to them 


the ſame advantageous Benedietion which chey 


had who went once to Rome. * 


3. The Fables of Æſop, Avian, Alphonſus 


and Poggius ; tranſlared out of Frenſbe into 


Engliſh, at Weſtmeſtre. The Leaves of this 
Book are number'd thus; J“, Ile, III., and it 


bas the Signatures, but not the Direction or 


catch Word, nor any Date. ee 
4. Confeſio Amantis, the Confeſſion of the 
Lover. This Book was made, by Jobs Gower, 
* Mr. Cartes printed her Life, DS I p + | 
y Wewere wont to ſay, Let us go in Pilgrimage do Sain& Pero 
at Rome, and Sain&|Fajmes in Compofiella 1 the application and ap- 
pointing of the oblation and facrißeing of Chriſt by the Prieſt alone 


do ſuche perſones as the Prieſt would ling or ſay Maſſe for ta 
halowe and preſerve them · that went to Feru/alem, to Rome, ta 
St. Fames in 11 and to other Places in 1 Arel- 


bibop Cranmer's Defince of the true and Catbolick Nadtrine of the Sa- 


* 
* 
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in Engliſh Verſe, and enprynted by Mr. Caxton, 
at Weſtminſter, and fynyſbed the ad Day of Sep- 
tembre, the firſt yere of Kynge Rychard the 
Third. At the End of it is this Colophon: 
® Golver. Orate pro anima Joannis“ Gower, Quicun- 
® Golver. ue enim pro anima ipſius Johannis“ Gower, 
ora verit, fociens quccient mill. quingentos dies 
indulgencie ab eccleſia rite conceſſos miſericorditer 
in domino pęſidebit. Our learned Antiquarian 
DeScripte. Leland tells us, That this Jobn Gower was 
Britan. « of the Knightly Order, and born in Yorkſhire : 
© that he was a Lawyer by Profeſſion, and la- 
© boured much in Poetry, and was the firſt Po- 
© liſher of his own countrey language, which 
© before his time lay uncultivated, and almoſt 
. * Quite rude: that he wrote many things in eng- 
* liſh, not only in verſe, but alſo in proſe, 
* which were read with pleaſure by che learned 
even in bis time, the reign of K. Henry VIII. 
© that among his greater works are theſe three, 
* Speculum Meditantis, Vox Clamantis, and 
« Confeſjio” Amantis, He flouriſhed in King 
Richard II's Reign, to whom he dedicated bis 
Works; and, when he was blind, preſented to 
him his Song in praiſe of Peace. He was zu 
intimate Friend and Acquaintance of that 
8 3 The yere of our lord a thouſand CCOCCCXXXXIIN, z e. 
CCCCLXXXI1T. 33 1 
Not long after the xv day of O&ober 1400, deceaſed the Poet 
* It wa, Fohn Gower who lieth buried in“ St. Mary Overies Church or St. 
originally Mary'* on the bank in Scathwarke. He new builded a great parte 
zamed St. of that Church, and compiled three famous books. The fr#e 
Mary in Latine Vox clamantis; the ſeconde in frenche, Speculum Meditan- 
Magda- fis: the thirde in engliſh, Confeffio amantis which is in prynte. 
len, but Summarie of Engliſh Chronicles, p. 330. i 
32 Hen. | * . 
VIII. it was, by Ad of Parliament, united to St. Margaret's in Southwark, 
and named St. Savicur. ff  * | 3 
emi- 
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eminent Poet Geoffery Chaucer, as he ſhews 


in this Book, and uſed to ſubmit his Lucru- 


brations to his Judgment, as Chaucer did his. 


Loves of Troilus, t 


the Cenſure and Corre- 
ction of Gower an | 


trode. 
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5. > The boke of thordre of chyvalrye or bnygbe- Prot 


bode. This, 
out of Frenſhe into Englyſhe at 4 requeſt of a 
gentyl and noble eſquyer and preſented it to K. 


r. Caxton tells us, he tranſlated: Ames. 


Rychard III. 1483, to thende, that be commaunde 


this booke to be bad and redde unto ot ber yong lordes, 
 knyghtes, and gentylmen within this royame, that 
the noble ordre of cbyualrye be bereafter better 
uſed and honoured than bit hath ben in late days 
aſſed. It is a thin Quarto, and contains eight 
Chapters; The firſt of theſe ſaich, how a 


* knyght beyn an Heremyte deviſed to the 


© ſquyer the rule and order of chyualrye. The 
© 2* the begynnynge of chyualtye: The 3 thof- 
fyce of chyvalrye: The 4 thexaminacion 


that ought to be made to the ſquyer when he 


© wylle enter into thordre of chyualtye : The 
g in what maner the ſquyer ought to receyve 
chyvalrye: The 6" the fignifiaunce of tharmes 
« longynge to a knyght al by ordre: The 7˙ 
© the cuſtommes that aperteyne to a knyght: 
© The 80 of the honoure that oughte to be done 
to a knyght. At the End of this Book is an 
Epilogue of Mr. Caxton's own Ns which, 
for the Rarity and Curioltty of | g DRE "as 
tranſcribed and added. | ESO 


„na egbne ed hp: Ge s dove: book called, The 


Harber of Battails of the Fain of Armer and Chivaty. * br | 
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(C Here endeth the book of thordre of chy- 
ualry, whiche book is tranſlated oute of Frenſbe 
into Engly/she at a requeſte of à gentyl and 
noble eſquyer by me William Caxton dwellynge 
in Weftminſire beſyde London in the moſt; beſt 
wyſe that god hath ſuffer'd me, and accordynge 
ro the copye that the ſayde ſquyer delivered to 

me. whiche booke is not requyſyte to every 
comyn man to have, but. to noble gentylmen 
that by their vertu entende to come and entre 
into the noble ordre of chyualrye, the whiche 
in theſe late dayes lath. ben uſed accordyng to 
this booke here to fore wreton, but forgeten, 
and by thexerſyces of chyvalry not uſed,” ho- 
noured, ne exercyſed as hit hath ben in auney - 
ent tyme, at whiche tyme the noble actes of 
the knyghtes of Englonde that uſed chyualrye. 
| were renomed thurgh the . univerſal world. 
Geoffrey As for to ſpeke to fore thyncarnacyon of Fbeſu 
Mon- Ceyſſe, where were there ever ony lyke to bremus 


mouth q | | 
Brie. Hit. and belinus that, from the grete Brytayne, now 
called Exglonde, unto Rome and ferte beyonde, 
conquered. many royammes and londes, whos - 
noble actes remayne in tholde hyſtoryes of the 
Romaynes. And ſyth thincarnacyon of/-oure. © | 
lorde, byhold that noble kyng of Brytaynte, 
kynge Arthur, with all the noble knyghtes of 
the round table, whoos noble actes and noble 
chyvalrye of his knyghtes occupye ſoo man 
large volumes that is a worlde, or as thyng in- 
credible to byleve. O ye knyghtes of England, 
where is the cuſtome aad utage of. noble cby- 
valry that was uſed in tho dayes ? what do ye 
. now but go to the “ baynes and playe at dyle? 
Au fourc nor wel advyſcd ule not honeſt and 


| good 
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good rule ageyn alle ordre of knyghthode, leve 
this, leve it, aud rede the noble volumes of 
ſaynt graal, of lancęlot, of galaad, of tryſtram, 
of perſe foreſt, of percyual, of gawayn, and ma- 
ny mo. Ther ſhalle ye ſee manhode, curteſye 
and gentylneſſe. And loke in latter dayes of 
the noble actes fyth the conqueſte; as in Kyng 
Rychard's days cure du lyon, Ed ward the fyrſte * bear: of 
and the thyrde, and his noble ſones; Syre Ro- a lin, 
bert Knolles, Syre Foban Hautwode, Syre Foban 
Cbaundos, and Syre gaultier Manuyrede Froiſ- 
art. And on JOE nn and no- 
ble kynge harry the Hytbe and the capytayns = 
onder Hit; W AR. therle of, Salis- | 
bury, Montagu, and many other whoſe names 
ſhyne gloryouſly by their vertuous ® nobleſle » ,g;zy 
and actes that they did jn thonour of thordre , 
of chyualrye. Alas! what do ye, but flepe and 
take eaſe and ar al diſordred fro chivalry? I wold 
demaunde a queſtion yf 1 ſhold not diſpleaſe. 
howmany knyghtes ben ther now in Eng/ond 
that have thuſe and exercyſe of alnyghte 2 that 
is to wete, that he knoweth his hors, and his hors _—_ 
him, that is to ſaye, he beynge redy at a poynt 7 
to have al thyng that longeth to a knyght, aan _— 
hors that is accordyng and broken aftir his hand, : 
his armures and * harnoys mete and fitting and e Garry. - 
ſo forth. I ſuppoſe ® and a due ſerche ſhold ./ 3 
be made, ther ould be many founden, that | =_ 

lacke, the more pite is: and wolde it pleaſyd - 
our ſouerayne lord, that twyes or thryes in 4 
yere, or, at the left, ones he wold do crye ues v 
of Pees, to thende, that every knight ſhould haue 
bors and barneys,. and alſo the uſe and crafte 
of a knight, and alſo to tornoxe one ageynſk. 
one, ar two ageynſt two, and the beſt to have , © 


8 enogun. 
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a Prys, a diamond or. jewell, ſuch as ſhold 
pleſe the Prynce. This ſhold cauſe. gentyl- 
men to reſorte to thauncient cuſtommes of chy- 
uvalrye to great fame and“ renommee ; And 
alſo to be alwey redy to ſerve theyr prynce, 
whan he ſhalle calle them or have nede. Thenne 
late euery man that is come of noble blood and 
entendeth to come to the noble ordre of chy- 
ualrie, rede thys lytyle boke, and doo therafter 
in kepyng the * lore. and commaundementes 
therin compryſed And thenne I doubte not 
he ſhall atteyne to thorder of chyualrye et 


cetera. 


In this Epilague we may obſer ve with what 


Earneſtneſs Mr. Caxton recommends to the 


Engliſh Nobility and Gentry, the reading the 
Hiſtories of King. Arthur, and the noble 
Knights of the round Table, one of which he 
afterwards printed, and of Belinus and Bren- 
nius, who, Geeffry of Monmouth tells us, be- 
ſieged and took Rome; and ſeveral foreign Ro- 


mances, of which I am not in Circumſtances 


to give any ſatisfactory Account. I only there- 


fore obſerve, that this way of writing is inti- 


mated by Richelet, to be of Spaniſh Extraction, 
and commonly in Verſe. Thus he deſcribes. 2 


il. Romance; Terme de Poefie Eſpagnol. A Sort 


of Poeme where one meets with ſome fad Ad- 


venture, ſome Event that is rare and particular, 


or ſome glorious and heroic Action. Its on Ac- 


count of this laſt that Mr. Caxton recommends 


the Peruſal of Lancilot, or Sir Lancilot du lc 


Ing The prize, reward, or honour got by, kept for, or due unto | 
the beſt deſerver in a Juſts, &c. Cergrave's Fr. Dit. 


Hiſtory 


* 
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Hiſtory of King Artbur and the Knights of the 


round Table, Cc. on which a learned“ Spani- 
ard has paſs'd the following Cenſure: That 


they were invented by idle Men, and full of that 


Sort of Lies . which neither contribute any 
Thing to the Increaſe of Knowledge, or to 
thinking and living well, but only ſerve or gra- 
tify a certain vain, and preſent itch or tick- 
ling Pleaſure. | 17 % % ebb 


He next recommends the glorious and illu- 


ſtrious Examples of the following Engliſb Gene- 
rals and Commanders who lived not long before 
his Time. Of theſe the firſt mentioned is the 
great Sir Robert Knolles. This Knight is com- 
monly repreſented as of mean Birth and Paren- 
tage, ſomewhere in Cbeſbire, bur * raiſed by his 
own Merit, which gained him a Reputation 
equal to that of the moſt famed and renowned 
Warriors. He had ſignalized himſelf in a very 
extraordinary Manner in the Wars with France, 
in the Reign of King Edward III, and particu- 
larly in the Battle of Poicters: On which Occa- 
ſion his Bravery is thus extolled in the Regiſtet 


t Laxcilatum et menſam rotundam Gallicam—— 
qui libri ab hominibus ſunt otioſis confifti, pleni eo mendaciorum ge- 
nere quod net ad ſciendum quicquam conferat, nec ad bene vel ſen- 


tiendum de rebus vel vivendum, tantum ad inanem quandam et praz- | 


ſentem titillationem. Lad. Yiwss de diſciplina Lib. IT, 


* Poſtea vero, circa Feſtum Nativitatis S. Tohawnis, Baptifie 
' 1370, rex Edvardus ma exercitum de valentioribus viris et 
magis expertis in bello fecit ſollieite congregari : inter quos erant - 


aliqui domini, id eſt, dominus Grazt/ore, et dominus le Firs Water, 
et alii Nobiles milites valentes, quibus præſecit in eorum ducem, 
dominum Kobertum de Knolles, volens, ut ejus diſcretione & i 
ſtria, et non aliter, univerſi dicti exercitus uterentur, et ejus impe- 
rio in omnibus ; 


veti, p. 124. 1 re 


528 
f . 
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* . 


of 


t: quia is bellicis congreſſibus, et in ,t 
regimine furrgt ſatis .infrudu. Ad. Murimath contin. Tri 
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of Bermondſea. In iſto bello de Roberto Knollis 
milite Ceſtrie fic canebatur metrie. 


o Roberte Kmollic per te fit Francia mollis, 
Enſe tuo tollis predas, dans vulnera collis. 


Which has been thus Engli/h'd: "3g 


O Robert Knowles, moſt worthy of fame, 
By thy Proweſſe France was made tame, 
Thy manhode made the French to yield © 

By dint of ſiworde in towne and field, 


Reg. of By the French he was called, Le veritable denon 


Order e 
the G42. 


ter. Vol. 
II. 


* 


de la guerre, The true Demon or Thunder - bolt 
of War. Since his Military Exploits were, be- 
yond Imagination, illuſtrious; and his Enter- 
prizes in warlike Actions of the greateſt Ha- 
zards and Difficulties ſurprizingly ſucceſsful. 


By theſe Means, it's ſaid, he became immenſly 


rich, and got an Eſtate fit for a King. In the 


a 
* 


Beginning of the Reign of King Henry IV. he 
was Seneſchal of Guienne in France; but being 
now pretty well advanced in Vears, and grown 
weary of a Lifeof ſo much Hurry and Action, he 
retired to a Seat of his in Norfolk, called Scene, ot 


Scone-Thorp, where he died about the middle 


f The ſame yere, 7 Hen. IV. 4 1406, Syr Robert Knolls 
knyght a worthy warrier deyed at his maner in Northfo{k and from 
thens was brought to Loxdon on a hors bere wyth moche torche 
lyght, and ſo he was brought unto the white freres in Flesftrete, and 
ther was do and made for him a ſolempne ſeeſte and ryal enterement 


for tho that thyder wolde come, ryche and poore, and there 


lyeth buryed by dame Confaxce his wyſe in the mydde of the body 
of the Churche: an 9 have — Amen. Cax- 


ton's Chronicle of England, printed by Julyan Natary 1515 


Fol. CxX11. b. 
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of this Reign, A. D. 1406. and was buried with 
great funeral Pomp in the Church of the #bite- 
fryers, in Fleet. reet, London, which he had 
built. Of the ſeveral Acts of Piety, Charity, 
and Munificence which he did in his Life- time; 
one was, his building with Stone, the Bridge 
over the River Medway, at Rocbeſter in Kent. Lambert: 
This was before made of Timber, and on that — 
Account had been ſubject to ſeveral Accidents,” 82. 
Thus Anno 1264, it was ſet on Fire and burnt, Ea. 1 596. 
by Simon Mount fort the Earl of Leiceſter: and 
not full twenty Years after, Anno 1282, it was 
© all borne downe away by the Ice, there having Sun 
© been ſuch a greate Froſte and Snowe from | Fon. 997 
« Chriſtmas till the Purification of our Lady as 10 Edw. I. 
© the olde men could not remember the like. 

Sir Robert therefore built it with Stone, ſome- 
what nearer to the Caſtle Wall than the Wooden 
Bridge ſtood, as to a Place more fit, both for 
the Faſtneſs of the Soil, and the breaking of the 
Swiftneſs of the Stream, to build a Bridge up- 
on; and, at the Eaſt End, built a Chapel for a 
Chauntrie adjoining to his dwelling Houſe. 
To obſerve that by the way, either the Damage 
above-mentioned done to this Bridge by the lce, 
was not repaired above an hundred Years afcer, 
or it was then a ſecond Time demoliſhed by the . 


lame Means: Since, in 1383, Archbiſhop Court- — 
ney granted Letters of Collection, dated from i Ms. 

his Manor of Ozteford, the 23d Day of May, to 
one Jobn Brugge, wherein he recited; That 
the Bridge was ſo broken, per nimiam inunda- 
cionem aquarum, ac turbidos incurſus glaciei et 


| gelu hyemalis, by an exceſſive Inundation of 


© Now the Crown Inn in Rechefler. e 
4 * : 
& | Wa- 


88 The LIFE of William Caxton. 
Waters, and tertible Attack or Shocks of Ice 
and Winter Froſts; that the Eſtates of the 
Inhabitants, and thoſe of the County, who 
were obliged to maintain and repair the ſaid 
Bridge, were not ſufficient : And to encourage 
them to contribute liberally to this Work, he 
mercifully releaſed to them forty Days of the 

Penances that had been enjoined to them. Whe- 
ther theſe Letters put Sir Robert on rebuilding 
it, is more than we now know; bur, it's certain, 

his doing it could not be long after them; ſince, 
as we have ſeen, he lived but three and twenty 

Years after the Date of them. 5 

Weevers Syre Joban hawkwode was borne at Sibil 

Funcral Heueningham or Heningham in Eſſex, and the 
ths. fon of Gilbert Hawkwode a tanner of that 
lace. He was bound-an apprentice to a Tai- 

or in the City of London, from whence he was 

preſſed into the Service of King Edward Ill. 

in the Wars with France. For ” admired 
Valour he was honoured by that Prince with 

the Order of Knighthode. In the like Regard 

to his warlike Merits, Barnabie, the vahiant 

Brother of Galea/ius, Lord of Millaine, Father 

to Fobn, the firſt Duke of it, gave him his 

Muri- Daughter Domnia in marriage, with a Fortune 

=> of ten thouſand Florins of yearly Rent. Here 

147. ; 4 8 

he did many extraordinary Exploits with the 
Forces which he commanded, even wonderful. 
Things, unheard of before. The Flerentines 
therefore, in Gratitude to his Memory, and ſor 
a Teſtimony of his ſurpaſſing Valour and fingu- 


printed Þ The Petition to the King in Parliament for aſcertaining 'the 
1733. Portions and Repairs of the New Bridge of Roche/ter, is in the 
| Names of Robert de Anolles and Jabn de Cobcham, 


lar 
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lar faithful Service to their State, adorned him 
with a Statue of a Man of Arms, and a ſumptu- 
ous Monument in their Cathedral. On this Ac- 
count Julius Feroldus made the allowing Faw, 
in his Praiſe : 6 


40 


Hawkwoed Anglorum dls et Jecuraddite genti | 


Italica, Italico preſidiumque ſolo. 
Ut tumuli quondam Florentia, fic implecyi 
Virtutem Joevius donat honore tuam. 


In Engliſh thus; 


O el England's Glory, ſent to SIG 
The Bulwark and the Pride of Ir aly. 


A Tomb juft Florence to thy Worth doth rai 


And Jovius rears a Statue to thy Praiſe. 


| aged Man in the Year 1 394, RY 
18 Richard II. His Friends here in England, 
ſer up for him a Monument in the Pariſh Church 
where he was born, viz. a Tomb arched over, 


and/in Imitation 'of that at Fi why engraven 


/ood ; that being the Rebus of his Name, 
Hal- wa. 

Syre ap chaundos, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
a very ſingular Manner in all the Wars which 
King Edward III. waged in France. At the 
Battle of Aulroy in Britain, he was named So- 


with the Likeneſs of Hawks flying in or through 


vereign Captain. In 1361, he was ſent by the | 


_ into ane wich the Title and Com- 

ion of Lieutenant General, with a conſide- 
— Force and full Power to pardoa all Sorte 
of Crimes. But in = 44th Vear of this King's 


A. Muri- 
muth, Ce. 


Reign, P. 124. 
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Reign, Anno 1370, was this renowned Hero 
' lain, by the Enemy in Gaſcony, Sir Job 
Froiſſard ſays of him, that he was a good 
© Knight, courteous and benign, well ſhaped, li- 
bera „ heroic, wiſe and faithful in all Matters; 
and one who had worthily behaved himſelf 
among all Lords, Knights, Ladies and Damſels ; 
ſo that there was no Knight in his Days more 
generally beloved and praiſed of all People, 
Syre Gaultier manyred froiſſart, is another 
of thoſe Knights which are here mentioned 
and recommended by Mr. Caxton : But I do not 
find any Notice taken of him in thoſe Engliſh 
Chronicles which I have ſeen. The Name is 
lainly French, and perhaps he was one of that 
; Nation who was an Officer or Commander in 
King Edward's or King Henry's Armies in 
their Wars with Prance, where he ſignalized 
himſelf as the other Knights did whom he here 
names. 335 
| He next names therle of Salisbury Montagu; 
that is, 1 ſuppoſe, William Montague, or Mon- 
tacute, Earl of Salisbury, King of the Ifle of 
Man, and Marſhal of England. To the firſt of 
theſe Dignities he was advanced by King E4- 
ward III, in the Year * 1330. In 1342, he 
conquered the Iſle of Man; and, in Conſidera- 
tion of this Conqueſt, and becauſe his Father 


i Strenuus et ſapiens miles, Murimuth, &c. Fee: 

* In the Yere of our lorde a Mcecexxx— Kynge Edward: 
made ſixe erles ; that is for to ſaye, Syr Henry therle of Lancaftres 
ſone erle of Leyceftre; Wyllyam of Bughum erle of Northampten ; 

" Wylham-of Mountagu erle of Salyszbury ; Hughe of ue erle of 
Gloucefire Robert of Ufforde erle of Southfolke 3; and Wylhem of 
Clynton erle of Huntyngton. Caxton's Cbronicli, &c. printed by 
' Notary, 1515. Fol. v. | = | 
5 5 Was 
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was married to one of the Siſters of Orroy, King 
of Man, was crowned by King Edward, King 
of the ſaid Iſland, But two Years after, when 
the King appointed ſolemn Juſts and Tourna- 
ments to be held at Windſor, this noble Lord, 
through his immoderate Courage and Labour, 
for three or four Days together, was ſo bruiſed 
and fatigued with thoſe boiſterous Encounters, 
chat falling into a Feavour, he died within 
eight Days after, in the 43d Year of his Age, 
to the infinite regret of the King and all bis 
Court, as well Strangers as Engliſh, Walſing- 
ham obſerved, That it would be a Work of 
great Commendation to write worthily of his 
illuſtrious and valorous Ats. 


f . 


A. D. 
1344+ 


Such were the virtuous and commands | 


Examples which Mr. Caxton recommended to 
the following and Imitation of the Engliſh No- 
bility and Gentry of his Time: Men nor only 
famous for their perſonal Courage and War- 
like Conduct, but of eminent Piety, Vertue and 
Goodneſs, | 


Laſtly, Mr. Caxton here propoſed the revival 


of the ancient Exerciſes and Diverſions of us 


and Turnaments, which, it ſeems, were now 
growing into diſuſe, Juſts were ſingle Com- 


bats of two Knights on Horſeback, who tilted 


at, or ran one againſt the other, with their Spears 
or Lances, within the Liſts or Bounds, which 
were appointed to them. Turnaments were 
Exerciſes of Arms, in which ſeveral fought or 


. 


tilted 9 in the way of Diverſion, Rite pia, 
chelet thus deſcribes tem: A Combat betwixeFran- 


two Parties of Horſemen well mounted, rich 


dee Gul. Neubrig. Hiſto. p. 501, 502. Ed. Oxon. 1719. 
ö - | ; | 
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ly dreſſed or adorned, and armed, made for 


© Pleaſure, and in the Preſence of the Ladies for 
« ſome publick Rejoicing, or to make themſelves 
« fir for the Exerciſe of War, and that within 
© a-Barriere, or Place encloſed with Rails, ap- 
© pointed for theſe Sorts of famous Games or 
« Tiltings' Theſe Barrieres were boarded, 


from whence the French ſtiled the making f. 


and Tournaments, bebourde, or boarding. Our 


Poet Chaucer therefore deſcribes his Knight 


thus: 
Full oft timis he bad the bord begon. 
Or, was the firſt at the behourd, or the ® board 


bariere, where the yore and Tournaments were 
held. The ſame 


oct repreſents theſe 'manly 

Games as Circumſtances of Love. 5 
Juſbis, array, and all the circumflauncis 
Of Love | Fi i | 


The Deſign of theſe Diverſions being, as has © 


been intimated, in part to pleaſe” the Ladies, 
and recommend to their Favour the Comba- 


tants, for their Dreſs and Manhood. But Mr. 


Caxton ſeemed to have another View in advi- 


ſing their Encouragement, namely, the' em- 
ploying the Nobility and Gentry, that they 


might not ſpend their Time worſe, in Ga- 
ming and Debauchery, and preſerving their 
ancient Courage and Valour, that the Honour 


and Security of the Engliſb Nation might not 


ſuffer through, heir ſinking and degenerating 
into Delicacy and Effeminacy. 


* Horde, a little Houſe of Wood or Timber. Og 
| | 6. The 
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6. The legende s ſayntes, called, Tbe golden 
legend. This he fynished the 20 day Novem- 
bre this Yeare. It was entitled, in Frenſbe, out 
of which he tranflated ic, La Legend D'oree 3 
and is a thick Folio, printed in double Co- 


lumns. Mr. Caxton tells us, That this Book 


 Wyllyam Erle of Arundel deſyred him to con- 
« tinue and accompliſh, and promiſed him to take 
a reſonable quantite of them, and ſent to him 
a worſhypful gentilman, a ſervaunt of his na- 
med Fobn Stancy, promyſing, that the ſayd 
lorde ſhould, during Caxton's life, geve and 
*graunt to him a yerely fee, that is to note, a 
© buck in ſummer, ard a doo in winter. The 
learned Writer of The Engliſh Hyi/torical Li- 
' brary tells us, That Mr, Caxton tranſlated Jobn 
Capgraves Legends Sanctorum Angliæ, and 
added to the fabulous Stories collected in this 
© Book, that of 15, ooo Men ſuffering with the 


\ 
; 9 
A. D. 
1483. 


1100 Virgins, who are remembred in the 


Calendar October 21, on the Teſtimony of the 
Men of Cologne, where he lived ſometime.“ 
However this be, we are informed by a Note 
written on a ſpare Leaf at the End of a Copy of 
this Book, printed by de Werde, That © Caxton's 
Edition bad the noble Hyftorye of the Expo- 
ſycyon of the Maſſe dyvyded into jiii parts, 
and the x11 articles of our fayth” _ 
7. Mr. Caxton tells us, That he added to this 
boke that which is /aid or callid Cathon tranſa- 
ted likewiſe out of Frenſhe into Engliſbe in 
| ö i 


" Quam indigna eſt divis et hominibus chriſtianis illa Sanctorum 


hiſtoria quæ LEGENDA AUREA nominatur, m neſcio cur 


AUREAM appellent, quum ſcripta fit ab homine ferrei oris, plum 

bei cordis ? Quid fædius dici poteſt illo libro. Ludov. Vivis de dy 

cplinis, Lib. II. p. 91. - es 
H 2 _ thabbaye 
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thabbaye of Weſtmeſtre 23 of Decembre 1483. 

It contains Cato's Diſtichs or Precepts, in La- 
tin, with a Verſion and Comment in Engliſh, 

This Book, Mr. Caxton tells us, had been 

« tranſlated out of Latin into Engliſh by May- 

* ſter Benet Burgh late Archdeken of Colcheſtre, 

* and hye Canon of St. Stephen's at Weſtmeſtre ; 

but becauſe of late came to his hands this boke 

in Frenſhe, which reherſed many a faire learn- 

© ynge and notable enſamples, he had tranſlated 

_ © that into engliſh, and preſented it unto the 
City of London of which he was a Citizeyn 

* and Conjurys. This Benedict, or Bennet of 
Newcourt Burgh, was ſucceſſively Rector of Sandon and 
il. Kedington, in Eſſex, 1440 and 1450, Archdea- 
con of Colchefler 1465, Prebendary of \Eald- 

land and Hedington, in the Church of Sr. Paul's, 

1472 and 1476, When the was made Canon of 

the Collegiate Chapel of St. Srephen's does not 
appear, but, very probably, he had this Dig- 

nity in 1476, when he reſigned his Prebend of 
Hedingham, However this be, he died ſome 

time this very Year 1483. LTC EE, 

* infru-=" 8. The booke of * thenſeignementes and 
un. techinge, that the knyght of the Toure made to 
his daug bters and ſpeketh of many fayre enſam- 

ples. Fol. This, Mr. Caxton tells us, was tran- 

ſlated by him, out of Frenſhe into our mater- 

*nall englyſshe tongue by the requeſte and de- 
* ſyre of a noble Lady whiche had brought” 

* forthe many noble and fayre daughters, and, 

for the zeal and love that ſhe has always 

© had to her fayre children, and yer hath for 

to have more knowleche in vertue had de- 

* fired him to tranſlate it into our vulgar eng- 

* lifhe, But he modeſtly deſired, all —_ 

| « that 
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© that ſhould lerne or ſee ony thynge in this 
ſayd book, by whiche they ſhould ber wyſer 
and better, that they ſhould gyue laud and 
; thankynge to the ſayd Ladyes good grace. 
© And wheras any defaulte ſhould be founde in 
the reducynge and tranſlatynge into our en- 
© olyſshe tongue, that it be arretid to him 
* whiche, he ſayd, was ignoraunt and not ex- 
| © pert in the werke, though fo be that he had 
© empryſed heretofore to ſmatre him in ſuche 
© tranſlacions whiche he confeſſed and know- 
© ledged him ignoraunc and therein to be im- 
© perfect. This booke was enprynted at Vet- 
minſtre the laſt day of Fanyver 1 Richard III. 
Fol. 
The next Vear 1484, Mr. Caxton printed a 4. D. 
Book, called, The ryal book or book for a Kyng : 1484. 
in Frenſhe, le livre royal: in which ben com- 
pryſid the x commandementes, the x11 articles 
of the faith, the vii deedly ſynnes, the vit pe- 
ticions of the Pater-nofter, the [vii] yeftes of - _ 
the holy ghooſt, the vii Vertues &c. In the : 
hours of the moſt bleſſed Virgin after the uſe of 
Sarum, printed 1532 and 1555, they are thus 
mentioned in Engliſh, The x commaunde- 
ments, the v wittes, the vii werkes of mercy 
bodily, the vil werkes of mercy gooſtly, the 
vii gyftes of the holy gooſt, the vii Sacraments, 
the viii beatitudes, with the vii dedely ſynnes: 
Pryde, Envy, Wrathe, Shutbe, Covetyſe, Ga- 
thony, Lecbery. This ryal book, Mr. Carton 
© obſerved, was compiled at . — of Kine 
© Phelyp * le belle of 


* * - » * 
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28 and braunchis of them, and alſo al verrnes: 


© the royal book or book for a king, for the holy 
, Scrypmre callith every man a Kynge whiche 


< nythed in thabbey of Weſtmebre the laſt BY 


For that this book ſheweth and: enſeigneth- it 


* ſo ſubtilly, fo — fa perceivitgly and fo 
perfectly, chat for 

© of the noble Olergie, and of rhe right gre 

« ſubſtavnce whiche is compryſed therin, — 

© and ought to be called, above all other books, 


« wyſcly and parfytly can gouerne and dyrecte 


* hymſelf after vertue: and alſo bycauſe that it 


vas made at requeſte of that noble k yng Pholyp 
imprinted 2 Riobard II. fol. wich — 


In 1485, Mr. Carton printed the ae 6. 
lowing Books: EXON 


t. 1 | 
tranſlated out of Frenſbe into Engliſh, amd l- 


1. Thiftory of the noble and vant 
Paris and the fayr Vienſſe the dau 
dolphin of Viennois. This Book | 


niſhed it the laſt of Auguſſe, and Ane 
the 19th of Decembre 1485. oa 
2. The lyf of King Arthur, of bis noble hnyghres 


of the round table, and in thende the dolorous i 
deth of th.m all. This Book, Mr. Caxton tells 


© us, was reduced into engliſh by Sir -Thomas 


Mallory Knyght, and by himſelf divided wy 


Caxton was of the Hiſtory of this Prince and a 


© xx1 books chapitred and enprinted and fy 


* Fuyl this yere. How great an Admirer Mr 


che noble Knights, Cc. has been intimated be- 
fore. I ſhall therefore only add, Thot this 


Tranſlation by Sir Thomas. alory or Mealeore, 


was afterwards reprinted by Thomas Eaf at 


Landon, in Folioz and at the End of it is 
Note; 


u} bdok to knowe al vyces 


ſhorre 3 | 


Pos cool a a. 
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Note: This: mug paſted. cle Ix yere of 
the reigne of: Kyng Edd the fourthe- by. S 
Thomas Maleore b lsa ZN 


Charles — * the 
WW of Yin de Piſan, is one _ in 


French, with this Title: Des faits et bonnes 
meurs du age che Charles V. aid et compos? 

per Chriſtine _— iſan damoiſelle, aceompli le 
e Jour' de ne ee fen 4 . 
Meccec is. 5 5 

Mr. Palmer mentions. 4 es of Homilies a8 Bir) of 
printed this Year by Mr. Caxton. But this fs: 
ſeems to be no other than the Liber Feftivalis | 
before mentioned, - which, through miſtake, 
Mr. Palmer has multi lied into the following 
Books: 1. Liber Peftivalis. 2. Diref#tons ſon 
keeping the Feaſts of the whole Year: 3. An Er- 
peſition on the Lord's- prayer, belief, command- 
— ſeven facraments, ſeven virtues, ſeven 
deadly ſ Þ pra item the general ſentence, or ſen- 
tence of curſing, modus fulminandi ſententiam, 
the beads on Sondays. 4. A book of Homilies. 
The ſame Writer tells us, That this Year Mr. 
Caxton likewiſe printed Vite Patrum, ey q 
was not printed till after his Death. . | 
The next Year Mr. Palmer tells us, 5% print 4 D. 
ed a Book entitled, A Treatiſe againſe Fride. Qt . | 
this I can give no Account. . 
The Year following he printed The 7 7 

good manners. Fol. This Mr. Caxton tells un 
was compiled by the venerable Frere ne 
le Graunt, in Latin -Fegobus magnus, ly 
cyat in Theology religious of the Order of "0 
5 ' Auſtin, and, that the booke is of auctorite fur 
as moche as chere is nothyog fayde- therein 


H4 Shut 
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that it was tranſlated by 
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© but for the mooſt part it is alledged by ſcrip- 
© ture or ellis by ſayeng of holy ſeyntes doRours 
* philoſophres.'— It was delivered to Mr. Cax- 
ton by a ſpecial frende of his, a Mercer of Lon- 
den, named William Praat, and tranſlated by 
him out of Frenſbe and fyny/hed the viii of 
Juyn M111cLxxxvi.and enprynted x1of May 


after, 1487, _ Ut OED 

Mr. <0 muſt be now well advanced in 
Years ; ſo that, either on that Account, or his 
being diſabled by ſome indiſpoſition, or, that 
the Books PAGE OY him this Vear have no 
Date, or for ſome other Reaſon, there do not 
appear any of his Books printed the neut Year, 
1488. Mr. Palmer, indeed, mentions a Book 
printed by him this Year, named Dives and 


Lazarus, A dialogue onthe decalogue. Fol. Nut 


this ſeems the ſame; Miſtake which he made 
about the Vite Patrum, which was printed by 
de Morde, A. D. 1495, as this Book was by the 

ſame Printer 1496. tet ee RR 
In the next Year were printed, by Mr. Caxfon, 
the two following Books. „ eee 


. * 
N 


1. The doctrinal of Sapience. Mr. Canton 


tells us, That * the ryght reverend fader in 
Gon Guy de Roye, by the dyvyne+miſeracyon 


Archebyſhop of Sence had doon this boke for 


© the helthe of his ſoule, and of the ſoules of 


balle bys people. and in eſpecyall for ſym- 


© ple lay-men to ſtyr them up to devotion? and, 

bim out of  Frenſbe 

at Weſtmeſire and fynyſhed vir of May, 1489. 

very curious and accurate Writer has ob- 

ſerved, : That this Book is the fit in which he 
had taken Notice of Caxton's Cypher WE 

; | 7 | | 4. - peing 
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being applicc —— enerally is in nos 
that he afrerwards 'publi ied. - But it appears 
by what has been already faid, that heinpplicd 
ic to one Book, ar leaſt, nine Years before. . 
Mr. Palmer intimates, that it was applied ta 
the Book of Cheſs, the 'firſt | Book, as I haxve | 
ſuppoſed, printed by Mr. Caxton here in a | A 
land, The Reaſon, F why this Cypher | 
is not oftner met with, is, That — 4 Sort of 
Picture on a ſpare Leaf, ar the End of the 
Books, it has been torn out by Children, Ve. 
as is 2 2 Ln Fr old cpr ow | 

2, The t t of armes an 
which Chriſtine of Pyle drew out of — 
re militari. This Book was written in French, 
and the Title of it, Le Mure des faits d'Armes et 
de Chevalrie par Chriſtine de Fiſan. Mr. Car- 
ton tells us, it was delivered to him by the 
moſt criſten kyng and * great. Prynce bis Sour- dreaded. | 
rayne lord Henry vii ood and of : | 
— in bit pa N e 3 | | 
ay off Janyuere tbe 1111 yere 0 's regne, 0 A. D. 
_ defhred 2 wylled him te tramſſate hit: ſaid (9. 
booke, and reduce it into our engliſh and natura! 
tonge, and to put it in Pronte.” {| oily 

The next Year Mr. Canton ome the two 
following Books. 91A * 

1. The 'boke of Eneidoe made in Latyn by 4 D. 
that noble Poet and grete 'clerk Vyrzyle. % 
This Oy nas > . out of 1 . Pr - 


4 
IT 


N that Mfr Caxten afierwards ** ads 
{three 

Þ This D * 
only a nat, taken from thence 
* ling wag ng Tree the grete -capytall 


the ey ee of the come and regyon Ape was — 


100 


hath be tranſlated outs of latyne inte c 
language by ſome noble clerks or excellent Seb. | 


our lorde 1490 in the 5** yere of 


Tyne info frenſhe, and out of Frenſhe reduced 


into englyſche by me Wyllm Caxton 4*,' The 
| Leaves are not number'd, nor is there ns Dir 
rection Word, but only the Signatures 


ee Ow Con ou. 


The — _ Fillers — 


e 


genyous oratour and 3 int _ 


lar, of Fraunce, It was. tranſlated by Me, — 

ton, our of French Proſe into Rngbb, and fi- 

niſhed by him the 22d N Ron 
N 

and preſented by him unta the bye borne bis ta 

commynge naturell and L. lord Arthut 


Prince of Walys, duc of Cornwall and erle of 


Cheſter jir/t — one and "oe unto. 
moſte. dradde, natural and ware: lord, 
moſt cryflen Kyng Henry VII. At "uu Eod 


this Colophon : oy 
_ 


Here ſobetb the boke of Eneydos 
by Vyrgy 6 which bath be tranſlated out 


This Tranſlation, as Mr. Caxton call it, he 
{ prayed Mayſter Jobn Skelton late created 
oete laureate in the Univerſite of Oxenforde 


my the 10 t, and renomed k Proamn: fone 
' of wi darn nlp ene rome ardanu:; by many 

N gn whiche was ſone of FJ ubyter and of Alara his wy dd 
4 Livre des Eneides compils W tranſlate de Latin en 


Francois par Guilla R 
* At the End 9 th ms when Fre of Me can Cyphat, 


aa 
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© to overſee and correct, and taddreſſe and en- ade. 


© powne, where as ſhall be founde. fanlte, to 
8 that ſhall requyre it. For him, he ſaid, 
che knew ſuffycient to expowne and englgſihe 
5 * difliculte that is therin. For this he gave | 
the following Reaſon : That Skeſtan had late 
« tranſlated the Epiſtles of Tue, and the boke 
© of Dyodorus Siculus, and dyverſe otherwerkys 

© out - Latyn into _ cb - and. 
r olde Euer, in ornate 
« termes crafrily as he De had teade Fyrgyle, 
« Ovyde, Tullye and all the other Poetes and 
* Oratours to him unknown,” Eraſmus, in @ 
Letter of his to King Henry VIII, Ries this 


Poet, Britannicarum 2 lumen er decus. Athena 


But be, too freely roſlecti * -* <6 "<Slf 
Poems, on the Conduct of ardinal Walſty, he 
ſo cloſely purſued. him by his Officers, that 
Skelton was forced to take Sanctuary at Woh 
11241 I 14 8 __ 2 06 kindly 
tained by t 

Sanctuary, and was art ru the Chancel of 
the Church of St. Margaret's, hard by the Ab- 
by. Over his Grave was this ee * 
ſoon after: 3 


— Sheltonns Vates Riu bic . 4 
Anima agi xx1 Junij an. Dom. EI: y: 


tcl as: if how eicher Mr. Card e Bod. 
neſs was upon the Decline, or, that | be was | 
about 06 Ie of Since he tells us, 1 
Prologue to Book, That after d 


eater- 
and died in hie 


werkes made, tranſlated and & achieved, N „in. 


* ving noo werde in bonds, he ſittyng in his Ru- 
dye, Juen as has uy dyyerſe pauaflettis 
| 


88 *and 


\ 
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Land bookys, happened, that to his hande came 


© this lytyl booke in Frenſbe, This, I ſuppoſe, 


is the ſame with what is called, The Hiſtory of 


Eneas. 3 7 
2. A lyttle trayte ſhort and abreged ſpekynge 
of tharte and crafte to lerne well to deye : tran- 
ated out of Frenſbe into Engly/he, by William 
Caxton the xv day of Juyn 1490, Fol. In 
Collection of dyures devout age in Engl 
Manuſcript, there is one with .this Title, Ar: 
moriendi, or the crafte of dying. Whether this 
be the ſame with that which Mr. Caxton print- 
ed, J have it not in my Power to examine, But 


this Tract, perhaps, Mr. Caxton might chuſe 
to tranſlate and print at this Time, for his own 


Uſe as well as that of others, being now arrived 
at a Time of Life wherein it behoved him 10 
think of dying, and to make Preparation for it. 


Thus the famous Cardinal Bellarmine told his 


Friend, Cardinal Francis Sfortia, that he wrote 


his Book of The Art of dying well, that he him- 


ſelf, who was now advanced in Years, might 


be prepared for Death. 


Beſides the forementioned Books, we find 
printed by this diligent and laborious Man fe- 
veral others, without the Name of the Place, or 
any Notice of the Time when they were printed, 
Some of theſe have been already taken Notice 
of in the Order of Time in which I thought it 


moſt probable they were publiſhed, - Of thoſe 


that remain, I ſhall now give the beſt Account 


I can, and begin with thoſe which are ſuppoſed 


to be ſome of his firſt. or moſt early Perform- 
ances, . OY WEE T's of 

I. Boecius de conſolacione Philoſopbie. This Mt. 
Caxton tells us, was franſlated out of Latyn inta 
| | our 
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our uſual and moder tongue 2 the worſbigful fader 
and fir 2 and embeliſher of ornate eloquence 
in our 9 UA Maiſter Geffrey Chaucer. | It js 
printed with a Part of Boectus's Latin, 'and ar 
the End of che Book is an Epitaph for Chau-' 
cer, in Latin Verſe, made by Stephen Surigon, 
Poet Laureat of Milan, at the Coſt and In- 
ſtance of Mr, Caxton, This is printed in ſome 
of the * Editions of Chaucer's Works. The 
Book is without any Signatures, numbring of 
Leaves, Date, or Place of Printing, Mr. Ca- 
ton gives us the following Account of the Rea- 
ſons that induced Chaucer to tranſlate this 
Book, and himſelf to print it. Foraſmoche, 
© ſays he, as the ſtile of it is harde and difficile 
to be underſtonde of ſimple perſones, 'therfore 

© the worſhipful fader & firſt foundeur and 

© embeliſher of ornate eloquence in our Exgliſb, 
mene Mayſter Gefrey Chaucer, hath tranſla- 

© ted it out of Latyn as neygh as is poſſible to 

© be underſtande. Wherin, in myne oppynon, 

© he hath deſervid a perpetual lawde and thanke 

© of al this noble royame of England. Thenne | 
© for as foche as this ſayd boke ſo. tranſlated: is 
' rare, and not ſpred ne knowen as it is digne 
and worthy, for the erudicion of ſuche as ben 

© ignoraunt, atte requeſte of -a ſinguler frend 


and * pofſib of myne, I William Caxton have * lin/nar. 


© done my ® devoir-temprynte it in fourme as is . 
here afore made. e 
II. A Collection of -Chaucer's and * Lydgates . 
d Fee The avorks of our ancient and lerned Englih Poet Geffrey = 
Chaucer, newly printed Londini impen/is Geor. Biſhop. Anno 1602, 
* Stephen Hawes was highly eſteemed by King Henry VII. 
for his prodigious Memory, which did evidently appear in this, 
that he could repeat by heart moſt of our Engl Poets, . eſpecially 


7. Lydzate, a Monk of Bury, whom he ual in ſome Re- 
tpects with G. Chan 28 a 2 | 


Poems, 


1 


51 
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hours of the 2 bleſſed 
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Poems, 4“. This Book is without any Signa- E 
cures, Date, or Name of Place or Printer, It 
contains the following Pieces. 

1. Stans puer ad menſam : or Lefſons of Be- 
haviour to the Young. 


i — Salue regina in en liſh. * be 
#5 . ag in 


Book is termed, is what is there called, A Proſe 


Fi. A liſt of proper terms or phraſes in ſpeak- 


concerning the bleſſed Virgin Mary in Latin, 
which thus begins; Salve regina miſericardic, 
vita, dulcedo, et ſpes nofira, ſalve. —— Which 


b ous Addreſs was in great N with 
the Papiſts. 
2 aruus Catho. 
4. Magnus Catho. 
— Fable of the Chorle and | the 
Bir de. — By 505 
6. Fable of the Horſe, * 8 8 


and the Sheep, — — 


ng of beaſts, birds, &c. 
8. The temple of glas. By John L pdgate. 
9. Scipio's — called the Parliament of 

Birds, or Temple of braſs. By Chaucty. . 

10. A tretyſe whiche Jabn Sagan ſente unto 
the lordes and gentilmen of the kynge's hows, 
exortyng them to loſe no tyme in Weine 
yonghthe. By Chaucer, | 

11. The good counceyl of Chaucer ; or the 
book of curte 

12, ed, and Arcyte, By Chaucer... | 

13. Chaucer s complainte to his Purſe. 

14. Thenuoye Chaucer to K. Henry the 


fourthe. 


v Exvoye. The Envoy, Senn e W Sonnet, in 
a ſhort ſtanzo by it ſeif, and ſerving oftentimes as a dedication of 


the whole. Corgrave s Fr. Diction. 
The 


of Chaucer's Works 1721, gives the followi 


as CL + bs Fs SEE. . * 3 
s © 0 VC IR C - N * I 5 2 
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The Writer of the Preface to the laſt Edition 15 
Account of this Collection from J. er 
which ſhewys, that neither be not Bagford: had 
ever ſeen it. ©Wyllyam Caxton, 'or rather # Page 8. 
in de Worde, printed in 4 among other 
« things, ſeveral ſmall Pieces of "Chaucer's, as 

the : counſel to Chaucer ; Chaucet's enuey 70 
« Scogan ; Little John, called the book of - cour- 
* zeſy; Annelyda and falſe Arcyte; the tompleynt 
« of Chaucer to bit empty purſe, &. However, 
in this Edition the following fo Pieces of Chau- 
cer's, in this Collection, are thus recited, 
1, The Aﬀemble of foules ' — — . 413 
2. Scogan unto the Lordes and Gentilmen of 


. the Kinge's Houſe — — "= Þ, 546 


3. Goode counſaile of Chaucer / — 548 
4. Of Queen Annelida and falſe: —_—— 
5. Chaucer to his empty purſe, p. 549. In 


the Edition of Chaucer's Works 1602, , this is 


ſaid to be Tbomas Occleve's, who calls Chauc 
his dere maiſter and father. e 
6. Chaucer unto the king — P. 549 
III. * The bobk of fame. made by G. Cbaucer. The 
fol. Emprynted by Myiliam Caxton. _ 3 
IV. Canterbury tales by Chaucer. fol. explicit 54 131. 
per Caxton, Of this there is an imperfe&t Co. | 
y in Pepys's Library in St. Mary Magdalen Col- 
ge in the Univerſity of Cambridge; the fol- 
lowing Account of which, was kindly tranſ- 
mitted to me by my learned and worthy 
F. 12 Dr. Dun. MWaterland, the' preſent Maſter 
of ij... | VN 
1. Prologue, The Running Title for:fixteen 


Leaves ; wherein are contained ſeveral 
3 | little 


7-1 
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little Prologues relating to the inſuing 
Tales. „ 
2. The knyphtis Tale. For thirty Leaves, 
3. The Myller's Prologe. About two Pages, 
4. The Myller's Tale. For nine Leaves, 
4 The Reve's Prologe. Quantity: of two Pages, 
. The Reve's Tale, Six Leaves, excepting 


% 


' n Page, ” n 
7. . Cokis Prolage. Somewhat more than « 
age, 


8. The Cokis tale. A Page and a half. 
9. The man of Lawys Prologe, Three Pages. 
10. The man of Lawys tale. Sixteen Leaves. 
11. The Marchante's Prologe. One Page. 
1. N 1 tale, Fifteen Leaves and 
13. The Prologe of the Sguyer. One Page. 
14. The Squyer's Tale, Nine Leaves. n BE: 
Explicit pars ſecunda. Incipit pars tertia. 
Apollo whirleth up bis chare ſo high 8 
A till that god Mercurius bous the ſligb. 


fk there is no more of the Squyer's tale. 


15. The wordes of the Frankeleyns. A Page. 
16, The Frankeleyns Prologe. Half a Page. 
17. The Frankeleyns tale. Twelve Leaves. 

18. The Wyf of Bathe's Prologe. Twelve Leaves. 


* Explicit pars ſecunds. 
"Apollo whirleth wh his chair ſo bigh 
Till that the god Mercarius houſe he ir. 
( There can be found no more of this foreſaid Tale, which 
hath been ſought in diures places. The Workts . Geffrey 
cer. fol. 25. 6. Edit. 1602. 3 
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19. The W) * Sr rage Five Leaves and 


a hal 
20. The Freris 
21. The Frerit tale. ive Loves.” 


22, The Sompnour's Prologe. . A little more TAR 


« Page. 
23. The Sompnour's tale. Eight 1 


24. 798 Prologe of the Clerke of Orenford. . 


25. Ti he” Cl Clerkis tale Oxetford, Eighteen 
Leaves. | 
26. Wordes of the Hoot. Seven Lines. 
27. Second Nonnys Prologe, Two Leaves. 
15 The tale of the Nonne. Seven Leaves. 


29. The 1 of the Chanon's yeman. Two Leaves 


30. The tale of 
31. The tale of the dactour of Phifick. Four Leaves. 


32, The wordes. of the Hooft, Somewhat more 
than a Page. 


the Chanon's yeman, Ten Leaves. | 


7 
* * 
8 

N 4* 


33. The Pardoners Prolge. Two. Leaves and 


one Page. 


34. The Tale of the Pardiner. Six Leaves and. | 


35. The Tale of the Mpman. gix Lese | N 
36. Verba Heſpitis. Half a Page, . | 


37. The Pryoreſſes Prologe. One Page and half. 5 | 


38. The Tale of the P ryoreſſe. Three Leaves. 


39. The Prologue of Chaucer's tale. One Page. 78 


40. The Ryme 4 — — Sir Thopas. Two Lea ves 
and half. 


41. The wordes of (he Hooft A Page and a half; 1 


ſeguitur Solow s tale. 


42. The tale of Chaucer. Twenty Leaves. 2) . | 


43. The Monkes Prologue. Three Pages. 
* The tale of the 8 2 T welve Leaves, 
pa 
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50. The tale of the Parſon, Proſe. TORE: two 


-thorine Senehſis Vrginit ſan 
licaterum Vita ac Me 


EF 2H 
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45. The 2 of the Nonnys Pref, A Page 


and half. 
5 The tale of the Nonnys Preeſi. Nine Leaves, 
7. The Mauney _ Prologue, Two. Leaves. 


* 48. The tale o | Ti the Mauncypyl. Three Leaves 


and ha 
9. The Parſonnys Prologue, Three Pages. 


Leayes. 
Explicit trattatus Galfridi Chaveer Py 
tencia, ut "PR pro Fabula Rae. | 


H £ * Ki 


7 Now praye I to hem alle that herken thys 
lityl tretiſt or reden it, Gf — FE ty 


. 7 rotlus and Creſeide. Ex; plicit PA Centos | 


VI. The hf of the glorious Vyrgyn and Martyr 
taynt Katheryn of Sene, with the Yon +4 
551 Elyſabeth the kynge's ns —_ 


rie, fol. with Mr. a s Cy 
5h firſt of theſe, Mr. Cares en Mr 
gend compyled by a wor, 655 clerte, 
mond of the ordre 2 t. Domynic 4 
vynyte, and confeſſor of this bel Virgyn, * the 
Preface to a little Book in 4®. printed at A- 


wer p, 1603, with, the "lowing Title, D. Ca- 


& Ord. Pra- 
racula feleettora ' K Formis 
| nit 


This s omined in £ t's Edition of the Works of Chencer, 


| Londini impenſis Georg. Biſhop. 1602, but is added in the nev 


— —_ ws id, ſous — bor Þ will 1 

out er ere the ſenſe i: as; Editor 

— ſeen this Edition of 822 885 e 
+ There are wound thirty of theſs Copper Outs, In the laſ of 


them it is affirm'd, That the very Hour this Catherine died, The 


mas Pena, the Apoſtolical Prothonotary * the Heavens — 


2 n oo 


. ow 
End. W. 
* orayſon to the Joly Sacramente, and after it“ proger. 
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Eneis expreſſa, this Frier Raymond is 'mention- 


ed as one of the Evidences of the Fats here 


reprefented, and tiled, B. Raymundus Capu- 


anus Docter Theologus, et Dominicana familia 
Magister Generalis, The other of cheſe 'TraQts 
ſcems to have been at Engliſh Tranflation of 


the Lag in the Lade ae Hiſtory, or Golden 


Legend, In a Book entitled, Ve trium wvire- 
rum et trium Spiritualium Yirginum. Emile. 
Parifirs 1513, ate four Books « the Viſions and 
Diſcourſes of Eliſabeth, a Nun of Schonhay 
in Germany, one 95 ber Leiters, and a Sixt 


of her Tranflacion, 


1 1 Sp perdom ire Chir he yremre 7 er 
the u Cryſte compiled from t 
Latin 900 27 FA — meditaci- 
one vite ee ether with a ſhort trea- 
tyce of the by ef and wo — e worthy Sacramente e 
Geile 1 blefiig body and the merveylles ther 
Fol. This 1 expreſly ſaid to be printed by 
8 has his Cypher at the 
Then follows a devoute 


this Cn ; 


Explicit Speculum vite Criſti 3 
omni tribulatione, tempracione, necefitare et bo 


1 ber aſcendi alok ameng Mien of Angels, tut devo 
Widow, — —. t 20 
received by Chriſt her Spouſe 6 fitting on a Throne. 


The that is s The Safes - op Te 
Lord Criſt 25 
and — aue ER. — 
devout n 


ſome Miracles a he 
and a Prayer to Chriſt 
MSS. in CC Cantab. þ: = a 


2 
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 guſtya, ſuccurre nobis piſima Virgo. Amen. 


AC. quod circa annum domini 
1410, originalis copia hujus libri in anglicis 
preſentebatur Londoni per compilatorem ejuſ- 
dem, reverendiſſimo in Criſto Patri et domino 


Tbome Arundell Cantuarienfi Archiepiſcopo, ad 


inſpiciendum et debitè examinandum ante- 
quam fuerat liberè communicata. Qui poſt 
inſpeccionem ejuſdem per dies aliquot 8 
ipſum librum memorato ejuſdem libri ptoprie 


vocis oraculo in ſingulis commendavit et a 


probavit, nec non et auctoritate ſua metropoli- 


 tico, ut pote catholicum, publice communican- 


dum decrevit, et mandavit ad fidelium edifica- 
cionem, et hereticorum five Lollardorum con- 


futacionem. „ 
The reaſon given for the Title of this Book, 


or its being called The myrroure of the be 


4 bf 
,of Jheſu Criſte is, bycauſe the /yf of ol may 
no! be fully deſeryued as the yves of othir ſayntet, 
but in a manere of lykeneſſe as thymage of mann's 
face is ſhewed in the mytrour or looking glaſſe. 
VIII, * Directorium Sacerdotum ; five Ordi- 
nale ſecundum uſum Sarum, una cum Defenſo- 
rio ejuſdem DireQorij ; item Tractatus qui di- 
citur Crede michi. Fol. To this Book is os 
_ a Callendar, at * End of 5 
Caxton's Cypher WM.. d. After this fol- 
lows a Prologue, which ends thus: Nunc igi- 
V Another Edition of this Book inted by N. Pyaſon, 1503: 
with this Tide, Direforinm bee N * 
the Breviary, after the Uſe of Sarum, it is called, Pica. And in 
our Engli& Liturgy, the Pye. 3 „ 

In nomine et individue trinitatis Incipit ordo Brevi- 
arij ſeu Portiforij ſecundum morem et conſuetudinem ecclefie Sari 
burienfis anglicane: una cum ordinali ſuo : quod uſitato vocabulo di 
citur Pio A five directorium ſacerdotum. n 
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tur obſecro vos O dhi ſacerdotes, ut hoc dire- 5 


ctorium benigne a me ſuſcipere dignemini, et 
ſecundum illud dirigite viam domini in divinis 
Officiis celebrandis et dicendis; et cum bene vo- 


bis fuerit, mementote mei peccatoris ſeriptoris 
tocius hujus Ordinalis Clementis Maydęſton ſu | 


cerdatia.. TT 6 
Next this Prologue follows, the DireForium 

and the Defenſorium Directorij, at the End of 

which is this Colophon: 


rio ejuſdem per. Willelmum Caxton apud 
monaſterium prope London. . 


Impr 79 eſt hoe Directorium cum 1 527 
er we 


Then follows the little Tract, called Crede | 


. micht; the Reaſon of which Name is given as 
follows: Quia—— in hoc opere non ſeribitur 
aliqua regula niſi ſit vera ſecundum Ordinale 
Sarum et bene © ventilata, ac peritorum viro- 
rum teſtimonio ac ſigillis confirmata : ideo pre- 
ſens opuſculum vocatur Crede micbi, nam qui 
predictas regulas memoriter tenet vix poterit 
_ errare in ſervicio divino, Deo gracias. 
Caxton me hieri fecit. 


Theſe three are the only Books chat we have 


of Mei Caxton's * in latin, thaggh rhars | 


is a good deal of the latin Text intermixed with 
ſome of the Tranſlations which he printed ; as 
of Boetius, Cato, the xit prouffits of trſbula- 
cyon, Speculum Criſti; tharte or craft of dying. 


This, however, is a Proof, that he did not con- 


fine himſelf io che printing of Eag/i/h Books 


only, 


© Sequentes Articuli ventilati fant et apptobati per canonicos ee. 
cleſie Sarum. 4 + EG, ; | . | ITE \ ' dee 


1 
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IX. The chaſtyfing of Goddes chyldren, 2 


book prouffytabſe for manne's ſoule, and right 
comfortable to the body, and ſpecially in ad- 


verſite. Fol. This Title is thus in a Copy of 


proſſytable bote for mannes ſoule and right com- 


"this Book in Secretary 12 Library ; The 


9 


fortable to the body, and 


ds enprynted. | 


ecyally in 1 
and trybulacyon, whiche boke is callid, The cha- 
Nyling of Godde's children. At the End ir this 
Colophon : e „ö 
This boke was lately tranflated ovte of 
Frenſhe into Englyſhe by a right well diſpoſed 
rſone ; for becauſe the ſayd perſone thought 
it neceſſary to al devour 708 to rede, or to 
Here it rede, and alſo cauſed the ſayd boke to 


+ 


Explicit hic liber A IM puerorum Del. 


X. A booke compoſed of dyuerſe geſtiy matter, 
Fol. of whiche ws FR Meri 15 for Oro- 
logium Sapiencie, ſhewing ſeven pointes of true 
love of everlaſtynge wiſdom. At Weftminſire. 
Fol, This name was gyven herio, as byt is 
ſeyde in the proheme of the boke, hycauſe that 
the mater therof was thewn to him that 14 

hit, as in a vifioun, under the figure and like- 
nels of a wonder fayre Orologe ſeted and arayed 
with paſſynge fayre Roſes, and with Symbales 
ſweet ſownynge, &c. r 


Nui legit emendet, frefſorem non reprebendat 


Wyllelmum Caxton, cui Dxus alta tradui. 


The Colophon informs us, That this books. was 


lately tranſlated out of Frenſhe by a right well di- 
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poſed perſon, but unperfyght in ſuch werke, 
who cauſed the ſayd book to be enprynted, and 
humbly. beſoughte the readers of their charice 


to pray for the ſoule of the tranſlator, | It con- 


ſiſts of two other little Tracts beſides this. g 


In the Ei. Collection of devout Pre 5 


Tracts, in Engliſh, before · r | 
with this Title; Orilogium Sapiencie in maner 
of a Dialog [betwixt Diſciple and Wy/dom] and 
tretith howe we ſhall lerne to dye. In this little 

Tract are ſeveral Texts of Scripture quoted 
| from the Vulgar Latin, and tranſlated into 

Engliſh, particularly P/a/m cxvi. 3, Circumde- 
derunt me gemitus mortis, dolores inferni circum- 
dederunt me; thus tranſlated ; The weymyng!yngs 
of deth have umbelapped me, and the ſorrowes of 


hell have envyrowned me. But I have not had 


it in my Power to compare Mr. Caxton's Print 


with my Manuſcript, 
The /econd Treatiſe in this booke ſbewetb x11 
prouffytes of tribulacion. * A lytill ſhort trea · 
© yle that tellyth how there were vii mayſters 
* aſſembled rogydre everyche one aſked other 
© what thynge they myghte beſte ſpeke of that 
myght pleſe GOD & were mooſt profitable 
© co the peple. And all they were \accorded to 


fore-mentioned, is one 


* 


_ * ſpeke of trybulacyon. This is likewiſe in the 


Manuſcript Collection aboveſaid, only wich this 
Difference; That in the Manuſcript the Title 
_ bowe ' there were ſixs maſteres aſſembled 
togeder..·— ö 

The thyrde, ſheweth the holy rule of Sayn, 
Benet. A edmpendious abſtracte into Engliſh 
out of the holy rule of Saynte Benet, for men 
and women of thabyte therof the whiche un- 
derſtonde lytyll Laten or none, to thentence, 


i | 
i 
it 


"1-0: « that | 
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MS. in 


Bennet's 


Coll, 


Ouduini 
Com, de 
Seripto. 
Eecleſs. 


ted out of Latin into Engliſs, the Rule, of St. 


Mr. Caxton. Cburetier was a famous French 


Jo theſe Books of Mr. Caxton's printing, 


Jobn Capgrave. See the Life of St. Wenejrede, 


dat 
' 
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© that they maye often rede, execute the hole 
© rewll, and the better kepe it than it is, ac- 
cording to thabyte, and theyre fireyte profeſ- 
© ſyon, &c. Enprynted at Wefiminſire by deſy- 
© ryng of certeyn worſhipfull perſones“ 4, 

Dr. Jobn Wichf}, for the ſame Reaſon, tranſla- 


Francis. a e A VO 
XI. The Curiale of Alan Charetier, trauſſated 
out of the French into Engliſh, and printed by 


Poet and Hiſtorian, and Secretary to Charles 
VI and VII. Kings of France. Among the 
Books he wrote, this was one, which he enti- 
tled Curiale Gallicum. He was a great Refiner 
of the French Language and died A. D. 1458. 


ſome have added the following ones, as I ſup- 
poſe, without any Name or Date.  - 
1. The Life of our Lady by John Lydgate 3 
Monk of Bury. This is mentioned in the Cata- 
logue of tranſlations and poetical deuiſes in Eng- 
liſh Metre done by John Lydgate, Cc. at the 
End of the Edition of Chaucer's Works, by 
Tho. Spegbt, Anno 1602, Mr. Tho, Hearne tells 
us it is a thin Folio; but not ſo correct as a_ 
Manuſcript of this Book, which he ſaw, - Per- 
haps Mr. Caxton altered the old Language. 
2. Thelife of St. Edward the Confefſor, 
- 3. The life of St, Winifrid. 4% Ia our Eng- 
liſh Libraries are ſeveral Manuſcript Lives of 
this Saint in Engliſh ; beſides that in the  Col- 
lection of the Lives of the Engliſh Saints, by 


by the late Biſhop Fleetwood, A. D. 171 W 
4 K. 
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4. St. Auſtin the monk raiſing two dead Per- 
ſons. 4. In the Cotton an Library is a Manu- 
ſeript with this Title Narratio mirabilis de 
ſententla excommunicationis; B. Auguſtini Au- 
lorum Apoſtoli, et qualiter reſuſcitavit duos mor- 
tuos, This ſeems to have been the ſame Book 
which is ſaid to have been printed in the Abby 
of St Auſtin's near Canterbury, about 1525. 4% 
with the following Title: 4 gen Narration 
how S. Auguſtine be Apaſtle of England rayſed © 
two dead bodies at dompton, collected Warwick-. 
out of divert nutbort, tranſlated by Ihon Lyd- ire. 
gate Monk of Bury. Perhaps this was reprinted 
from Mr, Caxtom's Copy, or printed from Lyd- 
gate's Manuſcript; The Story is told at length: 
by Sir * William Dugdale * and Mr.“ Selder e Hip. of 
from John Tinemuths or Anglicus Hiſt: Auiea Jae 
MS, to this Purpoſe : That, about A. D. 504; + np. 
Auſtin came to Longt Compton, in his way to Tithe. 
the Place where he went, tö confer with the Ae 
Britiſh Biſhops, called from thence Auftin's-AC, roch. Au. 
or Oak; that on his coming thither the Pa- 
riſn Prieſt met him, and complained to him 
of the Lord of the Mannor tefuſing to pay him 
his juſt Tithes. On which Auſin convened 
the Knight, and finding him obſtinate, threat- 
ned to excommunicate him, and accordingly: 
went immediately to the Altar and ſaid, 7 com- 
mand, that no excommunicate Perſon be preſent. 
at Maſi. On this a former Patron of the 
Church, and like: Offender, who lay buried at 

the Entrance into the Church, 8 4 
roſe out of bis Grave, and went out of the 


N 
8 > \; 


© * See Dean Prideaxx Original, &c. of Tithes, 'p. 16. 


* Seldew's Hiſt. of Tithes, Ch. iy; 3. Ed. u. 50. 8 
E Church. 


116 


2170 Sel- 
den. 


The LIE of William Caxton. 
Church. Auſtin having Notice of it, as ſoon as 


he had done ſaying Maſs, went out 2 the 
Church to him; and finding, on his Exami- 


nation, that he had been e e by 


the Pariſh Prieſt for not paying his Titbes, en- 
uired where that Prieſt lay buried, and imme - 
Jutely went to his Grave, where he had lain 
above * 150 Years, and bid him Ari/e, for that 
he bad need of him to confront him wich bis 
Patron. Which accordingly he did. But 
its very well obſerved, 7 — If all the Circum- | 
ſtances of this Relation were true, it would 
ve Chriſtianity and the Diſcipline of the 
Church to have flouriſhed here among the Bri. 
tains very early, and to have continued in gaod | 
Order till this Viſit of Aufin, and, in particu- 
lar, that the Eſtabliſhment of the Payment of 
Tiches was ancienter than King Oye, the firſt 


Author of it, by above 460 ack or ove 


ever g. 2 ag 15 * 
ujage / 4 irzin. 4. 
8 The fiege of Rhodes, Fw. By ⸗ ow Ke, 
Poet Laureat to King Edward IV. a 
The book of arts and ſciences. F. ol. 
b. De fide et cantu famule ſue. 
But now, as has been intimated before, Mr. 
Canton ſeems to have been almoſt quite worn 
out, and his Labour . ſpent. At this Time, 


„ 


4 D. 1491, he muſt have been of à conſide- 
rable Age. Suppoling him but fourteen. Years 


old when he went Apprentice, its plain he ſer- 
ved out his Time, and was made free, dane 


e ee bo Tie 

one . 

Feet Larrear, detlicates 2 the Sig of Rhodes Rhodes, in Proſe. 
tho 


* 
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che Company and the City, Ir is likewiſe very 
probable, that he lived with his Maſter ſeme 
Years after; ſo that we cannot well reckon | 
him leſs than thirty Years' old - when he went 
abroad. There he lived thirty Team; which 
advances his Age, in 1471, to ſixty. Aceord- 
ingly, as we have ſeen, be then complained of 
old Age creeping upon him, the Decay of his 
Sight, and his being much ſeebled. He muſt 
therefore be now about or above fourſcore. 
However this be, we are informed by de Forde, 
that he till kept himſelf buſy, thaugh we do | 
not find, that he printed any thing after che | 
Year 1499. He fyny/bed at loft Day of his * 7 
Iyff, « called“ Vite Patrum, or the right 
evout and ſolitarye lyfe of the annciente or alde 
holy faders heremytes dunellyng in the defſerts; 
which was firſt written in Latin hy St, Miarame, 
Cardinal, and tranſlated by Mr. Caxtor out of | 
French. But he did. not live to print it ; de 
Warge printed it in his Maſter Caxton's.* Houſe *% King's 
three Years after his Death, which. happened et. 
ſome time before June 3, A. A 1498. * 1 
© thaccompte of the Wardens of the Parithe 
* Churche of Seynt Margarete Waſiminſier in 
* the ſhire of Middleſpx:' {where Mr. Caxton lived,. 
and, as appears by this accampte, was at the 
paſſing it in the Years 1480, 88, 84 J, from the 
f 27th day of Maye 1499 the 5th of H VII 
© unto the 3d day of Fune 1492 yp ge Hen- 
* ry VI,” are the following Articles, in the ſe- 
cond Year of this Acrompte, viz. 1492. 


f | - & k _— TJ 
v ja N Richard Smith's Books; fold.by - 


Lugdani 15082, , Ws id * * 
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Iten, atte bureyinge of Villiam Caxton for 

iii Torches ——— vis. viid. 
Item, For the Belle atte the ſame burey- 
inge — — — vid. 


of the Receipts of the Neare 1497, that he 
lefte to the Pariſh of S. Margaret's thirteen of 
his: printed Golden Legends, and by another * 
Book, containing Things relating to the Abby, 
that his Executors gave to it, in 1504, two bokes 
of the lyfe of Seynt Katerine, two of the birth f 
our Lady. We find no mention of any Child- 
ren of Mr, Caxton's ; ſo that, very probably, he 
lived and died a fingle aan. 

Mr. Caxton, in his printed Books, expreſſed a 
great Senſe of Religion, and wrote like one 


who lived in the Fear of Gon, and was very de- 


firous of promoting His Honour and Glory. 
Thus in the Book of chyvalrye or knygbthode;* 


5 


to the Fiel ſinge and dyvyne glory of god, 
i 


* ſays be, whiche is lorde and ſouerayne kynge 
above and over all thynges celeſtyal and world. 
© ly, we begin this booke. But he was ſo far 
carried away bythe eſtabliſhed Errors and ſuper- 


ſtitions of his Time, as to be an Advocate for, 


and Encourager of ſome of the worſt of them; 
as engaging in what they then called the Holy 


Mar, or marching armed Forces into the Land 


of Judea, to recover that and the City Feruſe- 
| . - FANS . 93 S R p E 


Ian, Received in Books called Legends of the bequeſt of Ve. 
Caxton.xill. :. - 5 e ICIS TS SK. +3 9 1 
Lem, iiij prynted bokes, ij of them of the lyſe of ſeynt Kas- 
oe and other ij of the birth 1 12), of he kan 
axton. _ 1 FER DR” | 


A lem, 


The LIE of William Caxton. 119 
lem, out of the Hands of the Turks; and-go» 
ing in Pilgrimage, or Sainterring, to viſit that 
Holy Place, &c. And yet, as has been obſer- ,- - 
ved, whoſoever turns over his printed Works, 
muſt contract a Reſpect for him. He made 
Choice of ſuch Books to print as had a Ten- 
dency to promote Religion and encourage Vir- 
tue and good Manners: To uſe his own Words; 
Books in which he found many good enſeign- 

mentis and learnynges, and good enſamples 
« for al maner of peple in generally: ſpecial 
books to know all vyces, and braunchis of 
« them, and alſo al vertues,. How different is 
this from the Practice and Uſage of more mo- 

dern Times ! when ſuch Books are rather cho- 
ſen to be printed, as ſerve to pleaſe Men of cor- 
rupt Minds, and vicious Inclinations, and have 
a Tendency to deſtroy all ſound and vertuous 
Principles, and debauch Mens Morals, : But 
one cannot well help obſerying, on conſidering 
what thoſe Books were which Mr. Caxton print= 
ed, at how low an Ebb Knowledge or Learn- 
ing was here in England in his Time, and how 
poor and inſipid the general Taſte. His Per- 
formances were, we have ſeen, very near all in 
Engliſh, and they, for the moſt Part, Tran- 
ſlations from the French, and not original 
Compoſitions of any of our own Country- men. 
Though he practiſed the Art of Printing near 
twenty Years, we do not find he printed any 
one Claſſical Writer, or any Edition of any of 
the Greek or n Poets and Hiſtorians., No; 
not even in the famous Univerſity of Oxford, 
where the Preſs was wholly employ'd in print 
ing Latin Books, do we yet find any one of 
theſe printed, As for his not printing any _- 


n. . — FEY : N 
e Ws * 3 * N . * * 
£ 5 * — * H = x 5 
att, * 4 
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7” M1 the Eagliſd Tranſlations of the Oli and New 
24%” - Teftament, Sir Thomas More has accounted for 


: 
#2 


©* Dyaloges; it in the following Manner. That on account 
of the ' Penalties order d by Archbiſhop frun- 
4. 1529.* dels Conſtitution, though the old tranſlations 
that were before Wyclif”s days remayned law- 
ful and were in ſome folkys handys had and 
red, yet he thought no Prynter would lygbily 
de ſo hote to put any byble in prent at hys 
* owne charge — and then hange upon a 
« doutfull tryall whyther the fyrſt copye of hys 
* tranſlacyon was made before Wyclyf's dayes 
or ſynnys. For yff yt were made ſynnys, yt 
muſt be approued byfore the pryntyng But 
ſuch an Approbation, Sir Thomas intimates, 
was not then to be had. e 
Mr. Caxton appears to have been a very hum- 
ble, modeſt and vertuous Man. He often tiles 
himſelf a rude and ſimple Perſon, confeſſes bis 
Ignorance, and humbly beſtches the pardon of. bis 
readers, and their pacience to correct bis workes, 
and expreſſes himſelf in other Terms ſo ſub- 
miſſive and ſelf-abafing as are very uncomman, 
and more. eaſily admired than imitated. A 
Proof of his grateful Temper, is his ownigg 
the particular Encouragement and Benefactions 
he received, and eſpecially his Obligations. co 
Dedication the Cyty of London. I William Caxton Cytezeyn 
of Cato. 6 & Conjurye of the ſame, of the fraternyte and 
* felawſhip of Mercery owe of ryght my ſer vyſe 
© and good wyll to it, and of very dute am 
©bounden naturelly to aſſiſt and couuceille her 


* 
bn 


| 1 Theſe were the fume with thoſe of being the 10 of Herely, 
— cr Excommunication and Death. fe Lyndwood, 


3 e * 2 
* f ., 4 a 
* ” 
$ r 4 7 * 
” 12 > * 7% 4 


3 
. * „ 


b * Tad iy. 
$* * 


3 
The Lit of William Caxton. | 
© as fer forth a8 Te een, as to r whom _ 
I have receyued thy noufeture” and lyvyrige, — + 
© and ſhall praye for tht good profperite and po 
 lecy of the ſame duryng my Iyf 
He was a Man of no more Learning than, as 
he ingenvouſly confeſſed, he had by His Know- 
ledge of the Engliſh and Prench Languages, in 
which, he modeſtly acknowledged, he remem- 
bred himſelf of his Rudeneſs and Unperfitneſs. 
He likewiſe tranſlated Reynard the Fox out of 
Dutch ; which ſhews he likewiſe underſtood 
that Language. It is a Miſtake to ſay, that hs 
underſtood the Latin Tongue, and 'rranſlated 
Books out of that into Engliſh.” By the Re- 
count which has been given 6f his printed 
Books, it ſufficiently appears in how great Fa- 
your and Requeſt he was with the Princes and 
great Men of his own Time: Though, he 
owns, he was unknown to ſome of them to 
whom he dedicated his Books. In his Book 
called Eneidos, he intimates in what Eſtecm he 
— 1— 4— Account of his a" and —4 
erſtanding the ancient Engliſh Language; in- 
ſomuch The he tells — 4 Lord Abbat of 
Weftminſfier, who, 1 foppoſe, was then Job 
Eſiney, put into his Hands ſome of the ancient 
Deeds or Charters belonging to that Abby, 
written, perhaps, in the Saxon Character, fo 
him to explain or copy in modern i, of 
that which was then in uſe : but he modeſtly 


_ In bis Deditacin of the Gone of Chyh s te Dibw of 
to be wonder'd at, erl Re nn TIS | 
to Ex;land, where he was almoſt quite a ſtranger, and, that this 
was the firſt Book which he printed after he was ſetled at Fefmin- 
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The LIE of William Caxton + 
owned his-Inſufficiency for-ſuch a Taſk: And 
no Wonder; fince now the Exgliſʒ Language 


was ſo much altered from what it was before 


the Conqueſt, as not only to be different in the 
Words and Manner of Spelling, but evea in the 
very Letter or Character; ſo that the Writing 
uſed here. before the coming of. the Normans, 


was become illegible to the common People, 


Dr. Mid- 
dletonꝰ⸗ 


Di ſertat. 


and even to moſt of the Learned. This ſeems 


to confirm what has been already obſerved of 
his being the firſt Printer of England, or the 


firſt who introduced that noble Art into this 
Kingdom: ſince, had there been any one be- 
fore him, however, ſo long as ſix Years, it's 
ſcarce - credible that Mr. Caxton ſhould have 
been ſo much careſſed, and fully employ'd, and 
have flouriſhed as he did, in the Sun-ſhine of 
the Engli/h Court and Nobility, and principal 
Gentry, Accordingly our very diligent. and 


learned Antiquarian 2m Leland, who died at 
London 1552, but threeſcore . Years after Mr. 


Caxton, and who, though he could. not know 
him himſelf, was, very probably, acquainted 


with ſome who did, ſtiled Mr. Caxton, Anglie 


Prototypographus, the firſt Printer of England. 
And be, one would think, ſhould know, who, 
beſides his living ſo near Mr. Caxton's own 
Time, as to be almoſt his Cotemporary, made 


it his Buſineſs, with the utmoſt Induſtry and 
Application, to ſearch for, and enquire after 


o 


our Engliſh Writers. 
Of all our Engliſh Writers, Mr. Caxton moſt 


admired our Poet Geoffery Chaucer. * In rn | 


2 C Chanrer the moſt excellent Poet of Eng/ande deceaſed 


the 25 day of Ofober, 1400, who was buried at dur where 


FOA S 
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I be LIE of William Caxton. 
© his works, he ſaid, he excelled; in his | opi- 
nion, all other writers in our Exgliſß. For he 
e writeth no voide wordes, but al his matter is 
« full of high and quicke ſenſe: to whom 
© ought to be given laude and prayſyinge for 
his noble making and writing, for of him all 
* other have botrowed ſince and taken.“ Elſe- 
where he ſtiles him, the worſhipful father 


«and firſt founder and embelliſher of ornate 


* eloquence in our Engliſh; the firſte embe- 


* liſher in making the ſayd language ornate and 


© fayre, and deſerving perpetual lawde and 
* thanke of all this noble realme of Englonde.” 


* Accordingly,» as a Proof of the Reſpect which 
Mr. Caxton had for this great and worthy Man's 
Memory and Writings, and his Deſire to pre- 
ſerve and perpetuate them, one of his moſt ear- 
ly Performances was his collecting and printing 
as many of his Works as he could get. He like- 


wiſe procured, as has been hinted before, an 


Elegy to be made for him in Latin Verſe, asd 
cauſed two of the Verſes, there being in all 0 


thirty four, to be inſcribed on Chaucer's 
ment in Weſtminſter Abby, viæ. 


Galfridus Chaucer vates et fama Pobſis ; 


Materne, hac ſacra ſum tumulatus bum. 


3 


+} 


Laſtly, Mr. Caxton"defited' his Readers, fe- 
cording to the Superſtition of his Time, that | 


of late is made oper him a faire monument on the South fidd ef this 


vire. His W re for the moſt part , in by 
8 Jobs Thin knight, ſomewhat increaſed 28 in che 
laſte impreſſion, 1532. Summary of Engliſh Chronicles, 

2 See the Book on the Praiſe of the Virgin Macy, by 
kate. Printed by Mr. eu. | Fog) 
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The LISA of William Caxton. 
of their charite they would Pray. for the ſaid. 
worſhipful 99 (boucer. 

As to Mr. Caxton's Prioding, ic bas been. ob · 
ſerved, that his firſt Performances ate very 
rude and barbarous, He uſed. a Leitet reſem- 
bling the Hand- writing then in Uſe. Hi d, at 
the End of a Word, is veny ſingular, thy, N. 
Be vſed the CharaReriſtics which, we. find in 

he. Engli/ſb MSS. before the Conqueſt; ſuch 


and Periods, he uſed a tranſverſe or 9 | 
Stoke, thus, / as the Dutch. r do N 
Da) „in their Gothic Ty — Mr. P 
ved, That he uſad tter peculiar i 1a 
ol, and which is eaſily known from 
Deng» a, Mixture of Secretary. and Gothic ag ta, 
Shape; and ſometimes of Great 5 aß to 
Sizg 3 eee W Names,. He 
had a way of joining alm an two Chargers 
together! which, perbaps, might induce. Mr, 


were not * ae Types, made. 
e and caſt. in, Y are now. 
In his Titles he uſed the Bs OT or what 
our Printers call the Gothic, of the Size of 
Great Primar, and ſometimes he mix d it with 
his Secretary, or common. Print, as our Printers 


now do the Italic. Like the other Printers of 
biz Time, he never uſed any Direction or Catch- 
word, but placed the Signatures where that. 


now ſtands ; and rarely number'd his Leaves, 
but never bis. Pages, as bas. been already inti - 
mated. Mr. Palmer has obſarved That tha 
Liber Feſtialis, or Pe "Feftivalis, is is che only one of 


End, which, he ſays, is an after Japprove- 
| ment 


The Liv s of William Caxtori. 
ment and Elegancy introduced by Mr. Caxton, 


in Imitation of fareign Printers. In moſt k 


his Books which I have feen, he only printed, 


as the Cuſtom: then was, a ſmall Letter at the 


the Initial or Capital Letter ſhould be, and left 


that to be made by the Illuminator, who wrote 


it with a Pen, with red, blue, or green Ink. 
Thus are the Initial Letters, in his Edition of 
the Polycbrongcon, made with red Ink: But in 
ſome of his 

or what the Printers call blooming Capitals, As 
he printed long before the preſent Method of 
adding the Errata at the End of Books was in 
Uſe and Practice, fo his extraordinary ExaRneſs 


obliged him to take a great deal more Paing 


than can eaſily be imagined ; for, after a-Book 
was printed off, his way was to reviſe it, and 
correct the Faults in it with red Ink, as they 
then uſed to correct their written Books. This 
being done to one Copy, he cauſed one of his 
Servants to run through the whole Impreſſion, 


inning of his Chapters, to intimate what 


ks he uſed flouriſhed Initials, 


and correct the Faults he had noted with a 15 


Staneſil, or Red-lead Pencil, which he himſelf 
afterwards compared with his own corrected 
Copy, to ſee that none of the Corrections he 
had made were omitted. Mr. Bagferd, from 
whom I take this Account, adds, That Mr. 
Caxtan tranſlated his Books, printed, cotrected, 
illuminated, and bound them in his Office or 
Printing - houſe: Though Mr. Caxton himſelf 
ſeems to intimate, that the fieſt of theſe lhe did 
ſometimes in his Study. NI 


His Books are printed on Paper made of the gee p. 


Paſte of Linen Rags, very fine and good, altmoſty,” Mary, 


like the thin Vellom on which they uſed to 
| Ra Write 
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write their Books at that Time. When this was 
firſt invented I have not been able to find; but 


ConneQi- our learned Dean Prideaux informs us, That 
on, Se. he had ſeen a Regiſtration of ſome Acts of Fobn 


y of . Cranden, Prior of Ely, made upon Paper hich 


bears Date in the fourteenth Year of King Ea. 
ward II, that is, Anno Domini 1320; and, that 
in the Biſhop's Regiſtry at Norwicb, there is a 
Regiſter Book of Wills, all made of Paper, 
wherein Regiſtrations are made; which bear 
Date fo high up as the Year of our Lord 1370, 
juſt an hundred Years before the Time that 
Mr. Ray ſaid the Uſe of it begun in Germany. 
Whether this Paper which Caxton uſed was 
made in England, I am not capable of inform- 
ing my ſelf; but Wynken de Worde, in his Edi- 
tion of Bartbolomei opus de rerum proprietati- 
bus, in Engliſh Folio, without Date, mentions 
one John Tate, as a Maker of it, in Eng/and, 
at that Time : | eee 


And to John Tate the younger joi mote he broke 
N fince bath in Eng land doo make this Paper 
thinne, "a TART 
That now in our Engliſh tongue this boke ts printed 
inne. i N We eh 
The Ink, which Mr, Caxton uſed is thorough 
black and laſting, | | „ 
When the Printers generally uſed the Dire- 
ction Word, and numbring the Leaves of their 
Books, is not, perhaps, eaſy to know. At Ve- 
nice the Direction Word was not uſed by the 
Heirs of Luke Anthony, ſo long after the firſt 
Introduction of Printing there as 1560. Henry 
Stevens, who printed at Paris 1513, numbred 


his Leaves; as did other Printers of that * 
9 0 RW 0 


The LI FE of William Caxton. | 
ſo early as 1508, 10. Toba Brielinger of Stratburg. 


numbred his with Roman Capitals, as ye have 


ſeen Mr. Caxton did the A/op's Fables which he 
Pons Jacob Aurick, at Embden, 1534, num- 

red every other Leaf; and Jobn at 
MWitteberg, the ſame Year, though he uſed the 


Signatures and Direction Word, did not number 


any of his Leaves. Andrew Cratandre and Fobn 
Frobenius, at Bafil, 1521, numbred the Pages 
of their Books; and yet Adam Peters, who 
printed at the ſame Place, 1522, only numbred 
the Leaves of his: But neither he nor Cratan- 
dre, uſed the Direction Word, Martin Morin, 
at Roane in Normandy, 1499, uſed no Dire- 
ction Word, and did not number either the 
Leaves or Pages of his Books, and put the Sig- 


natures only on every other Leaf of the firſt 


half Sheet in 4*. thus, ai, ali, | 
Mr. Caxton had a Foreman, or Journey-man, 
one Wynkyn de Worde, a German, who ſeems to 
have come into England with him from Colegn. 
However, he lived with Mr. Caxton, in his 


Houſe «t Weſftmin/ler, and after his Death, ſuc- 


ceeded him there, for ſome Time, in his print- 
ing Buſineſs and Imployment : Since, by ſome 
Rhymes printed by him ac the End of Walte 
Hilton's Scale or Ladder of Perfection, 1494, 
two Years after Mr. Caxton's Death, it appears, 
that he printed that Book in Mr. |Cax/on's 
Houſe. © a 


And Wyn kyn de Worde rhis bath ſet in pront 


In Wyllyam Caxton's hows. —— 


He likewiſe uſed bis Maſter's Cypher, which 
he thus varied, MW.. G. This was a * 
mY 5 1. 
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128 The LIFE of William Caxton. 
of his Sign, The Sun and Stars; under which 
he placed his own Name, WYNKYN DE 
OR D E. He was Printer to the Lady Mar- 
— garet, Counteſs of Richmond, &c. Mother to 
Madox King Henry VII. He ſeems to have died 
Hu, A. D. 1534 ; fince, in a Survey on the Statute 
4 = for diſſolving Chanteries, 1 Edward VI, is this 
Augmen- Certificate: Under the Paroche of St. Brid's 
; as in Fleetftreet Wynkyn de Morde, deceaſed x11 
Anſtis, * Yeres paſt, willed and gave to the ſayde 
E Churche in money to buy lands with the 
* ſame, and with the Proffittes thereof to kepe 
an Obite for his ſoul for ever xxxvi .. 
Mr. Caxton had likewiſe an Apprentice or 
Servant, one Richard Pynſon, an Engliſhman, 
I. ſuppoſe, who, in the Year 1493, the Year 
after his Maſter Caxton died, ſet up for himſelf 
at the Temple-bar, at the Sign of the George, 
London; and afterwards was Printer to Kg 
Henry VII. being the ſecond of our Engliſh Prin- 
ters who bore that Title : One William Fangue, 
who, by the Command of K. Henry VII, printed 
the P/alter, in Latin, Anno 1504, then tiling 
himſelf Impreſſor Regius. However this be, 
Pynſon, in his Proheme to his Edition of Chau- 
cer's Canterbury Tales, ſtiles Mr. Caxton his 
worſhipful Maſter, and tells his Readers, That 
* this boke had bin diligently ovirſene and duely 
examined by hrs Politike reaſon and overſight, 
Both theſe Printers uſed their Maſter Caxton's 
Cypher, with ſome Variation ; and lived toge- 


o Here endith a compendiouſe treatiſe dyalogue of Dives & 
Pauper, that is to ſay the riche and the Pore fructuouſly tretyng 
upon the X commaundementes fynyſshed the V day of Fay! the 

ere of oure lord god, Mececlxxxxviii. Emprented by me 
icharde Pynſon at the temple harre of london. PB o gracias. 


ther 
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The LIFE of William Caxton. 
ther in very great Friendſhip. Mr. Palmer ob- 
ſerved of the firſt of theſe, e Horde, that his 
excellent Method of Diſpoſition, Compoſition, 
and Preſs-work, ſhews him to have far excelled 
his Maſter Carton, and even to have rivalled 


any of his N e abroad: That he is | 
rint 


the firſt Engliſh er who introduced the 
Roman Letter into England, which he uſed 
with his Gothic or black Letter, to diſtinguiſh 
any Thing remarkable, as we do the 1talic 
with the Roman at this Time :. That his Leccer 
is different from moſt other Printers, and is 
caſt ſo true, and ſtands ſo well in Line, as nor 


to de extelled by any ever ſince: Thar the very, 
Letter he made Uſe of, is the ſame that is uſed 


dy all the Printers in Lonuon to this Day, and, 
' he believed was ſtruck from his Puncheons? 
That he is the only Printer, he cobid find in 
England, that uſed the ſmall bodied Letters in 
the Ibfaney of the Art: And, that upon the 
Whole, he was a very curious, laboribus and 
indefatigable Printer. The ſame knowing and 
ingenious Artiſt tells us of Pygſen, that he was 
an excellent Printer, and a thorough Maſter ot 
the Art of Printing. So much wis this noble 
Art, or Myſtery 6f Printing improved and 
perfected here in England, in little more thun 
twenty Years Time. | nd 


Rymer'⸗ 
Fædera, 


Tom. XI. 
p. 536. 
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Super Treugis Burgundiæ. 


A. D. We R omnibus, ad quos, &c. ; 


An. 4. E. 4. Salutem. Sciatis, quod 
cum certa Appunctuamenta, Intercutſum Mar- 
chandiſarum inter Subditos noſtros ac Subdi- 
tos cariſſimi conſanguinei noſtri Ducis Bur- 
gundiæ concernentia, ſub certis modo et for- 
ma ante hæc tempora concordata fuerant et 
concluſa, ſæpiuſque interim prorogata, Nos, 
Appunctuamenta illa pro Parte Noſtra teneri 
et obſervari volentes, ac de fidelitatibus et pro- 
vidis circumſpectionibus dilectorum et fidelium 
noſtrorum Richardi Whitebill armigeri et Wil- 
lielmi Caxton plenius confidentes, ipſos Ricbaræ 
dum et Villielmum noſtros veros et indubitatos 
Ambaſſiatores, Procuratores, Nuncios et De- 
putatos ſpeciales facimus, ordinamus et conſti- 
tuimus per præſentes: dantes et concedentes 
eiſdem Ambaſſiatoribus, Procuratoribus, Nun- 
ciis et Deputatis Noſtris, et eorum utrique, 
plenam poteſtatem et auctoritatem ac manda- 
tum generale et ſpeciale ad conveniendum, tra- 
ctandum, et communicandum cum præfato 


Conſanguineo Noſtro, ſeu ejus . 
| ro: 
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Procuratoribus, Nunciis, et Deputatis, ſuffici- 0 
entem poteſtatem ab eodem Conſanguineo No- 
ſtro ad hoc habentibus, de et ſuper continua- 
tione Intercurſus prædicti, et prorogatione ejuſ- 
dem, et, ſi neceſſe fuerit, de novo capienda, ap- 
punctuanda et concludenda, cæteraque omnia et 
ſingula que in præmiſſis neceſſaria fuerint et 
opportuna, faciendum et exercendum; promit- 
tentes, bona fide et in verbo Regio, Nos ra- 
tum, gratum et firmum pro perpetuo habituros 
totum et quicquid per dictos Ambaſſiatores, 
Procuratores, Nuncios et Deputatos Noſtros, 
ſeu eorum alterum, in forma prædicta, actum, 
geſtum, ſeu procuratum fuerit in præmiſſis 
ſeu aliquo præmiſſorum. In cujus teſtimo- 
nium, SS. VVVVCCCVV 

Teſte Rege apud Wycomb vicęſimo die 

Octobris. Per ipſum Regem, et de datd 
ęrædictã. : | 8 


Nenn It 
An Account of the firſt Invention of 
Printing, from John Fox's Acts and' 
Monuments, &c. WEEN 3. FT 
N following the courſe and order of Yeares. Ne 
we find this Vear 1450 to be famous and _ 
memorable for the divine and miraculous in- 
vention of PRINTING, * Nauclerus, and 
' Wymſelingus following him, referre the inven- _. 
tion thereof to the Yeere 1440. In Paralipo. 
Chronicon Univerſale 1579- g N 187 
> Epitome rerum Germanicarum 1573. 
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132 


Stras- 
burgh. 


APPENDIX. 
Abbatis Urſp. it is recorded, this faculty to be 
found anno 1446. Aventinus and Hieglerus do 
ſay anno 1550. The rf inventor thereof, as 
moſt agree, is thought to be a German, dwelling 
firſt in “ Argentine, afterwards n Citizen in 
Mentz, named Jobn Fauſtus, a Goldſmith. The 
occaſion of this invention firſt was 'by engra- 
ving the letters of the Alphabet in- metal : who 
then laying black inke upon the metall gave 
the form of letters in paper. The man being 
induſtrious and active, perceiving that, thought 
ro proceed further, and to prove whether it 
would frame as well in words and whole ſen- 
tences, as it did in letters Which' when he 
perceived to come well to paſs, he made cer- 
tain other of his counſel}, one Fohn Guttem- 
berge & Peter Schafferd, binding them by their 
oath to keepe filence for a ſeaſon, ' After ten 
Years John Guttemberge, compartner with 


| Fauſtus, began then to broach the matter at 


Strausborough. The Art being yet but rude, in 
proceſs of time was ſet forward by inventive 
wits adding more and more to the perfection 
thereof: In the number of whom Fobn Mentell, 


and Jobn Prus at Strausborongb and Adolphus 


Ruſcius were great helpers. Vrixus Han; in 
Latin called Gallus, firſt brought it to Rome 14. 
whereof this Epigram was made: 3 


Anſer, Tarpeij cuſtos, vigilando quod alis 
Conſtreperes, Gallus decidit, ultor adeſt. 

Ulricus Gallus, ne quem poſcantur in uſum, 
Edocuit pennis nil opus eſſe tuis. 

Imprimit ille die quantum non ſcribitur Anno. 
Ingenio, haud noceas, omnia vincit homo. 
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Engliſh Chronicle, MS. 


„ * 
e firengetd 0 
1 the Reer e of 
Fraunce, ſo that be [K. 
John] * nyſie whider to 
turne. And ſo bit came 
in bis thought for to 
baue gon to Nichole, and 
fo be come by the Ab 
of Swyneſbede, and there 
be Duelleds foo dayes 
And as be ſate at his 
mete bred was ſet bifor 
him opon the table. the 
king tote a lf in bis 
bande & axede what 
ſuch a lof were worth? 
Sire, quoth the monk, an 
halpenye, O god, quoth 
the king, here ys grete 
chepe of brede, but 
that I may leue and haue 
myn bele or this balf ger 
ſucbe a lo ſal ben worth 
nh : C _ the 
king bad ſo ſayde be ſate 
| Bill _ oy beg 
 toke and ete of the brede. 


vj not, 


Van half 


155 Carco Print. 
1 barons be ſo 
huge parte & help 
thor _ lowys = 
Kynge's ſone of Fraunce 


that kyng John wyſt 


not to torne ne go. 

ſo it befell that he 
wolde have gone to 
Nycholl, And as he 


bay| went thyderwarde he 


came by the abbaye of 
Swyneſhede and there 
he abode two dayes. 


And as he fate at mete 


he axed a monke of the 
hous how moche that 
a loofe was worth thac 


upon the table. And 
the monke ſayd that 
the loof was worth . 
O, ſa 
the Langton Not b 
greate *chepeof brede. 
Now, ſayde he tho, and 
I may leue ony whyle 
ſuche a loofe ſhal be 
worth xx ſhelynges ar 
halfe a yere be gone. 


Neu, 


3 uoth Bodlei, v chear, 
ee DO 


was ſetre before bym 
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Now, by god,  quoth Be, 
the worde that 1 baue 
ſayde ſal be balde. © the 
monke that ſtode bifore 
him was ſory in bert 
and tbougbte ordeyne 
ther fore ſum remedye 
though be ſulde ſuffre 
detb 3 ore. the 
monte anon wente to bis 
Abbot and tolde al that 
the king badde ſeyde and 
confeſſede him to his Ab- 
bot, and * bade bim for 

aſſoille bim for be 
volde geve the kinge 
ſuche à drynke that al 
Englonde ſulde be glad 
therof & merye. J the 
monke anon wente into a 
gardyn and fonde a grete 
rode & tote ber up and 
putte hir in a cup, and 
© nome a prik and ſmote 
hir thorugh in menye 


4 kedes ſo that the. ve- 
nyme com out in meny 


places. the monke toke a 
cup and fillede hit with 
gode ale and broughte 
before the king and ſette 
bim on * knees, & 


places. 
aide 


Þ erde. 


a fooke. 


| 


APPENDIX. 


Caxton's Print, 


And ſo when he ſayd 
this worde, moche he 
thought, and often he 
ſyghed, and toke & ete 
of the.brede, and 


fa 
by god the worde 25 


I have ſpoken it ſhall 
be ſothe, 

C The monke that 
ſtode before 'the kyng 
was for this worde fall 
ſory in hys herte, and 
thought rather he wolde 
hymſelf ſuffre © deth, 
and thought yf + he 
myght ordeyne ther- 
fore ſome. maner reme- 
dye. And anone the 
monke wente unto hys 
abbot and 'was ſhryven 
of him, and tolde the 
abbor all that the kynge 
had ſayd, and prayed. 
hys abbot for to aſſoyle 
hym, for he wolde yeue 
the kynge ſuche a 
* drynke that all Eng- 
land ſhold be glad ther- 
of and joyfull. * Tho 
yede the monke into a 
gardeine, and founde a 


grete tode therin, and 
© piteous deth. 0 wabik | 
© tho! went. 5 
toke 


APPE 


Engliſh Chronicle, MS. |: 


ſaide Sir *, Watſaille : 
or neuere dayes of ghoure 
M ne dronke ghe ſuche 
ale, zbegyn, quoth the 
king, the monke toke the 
cuppe & dranke a grete 
draught, and toke the 
cuppe tho to the king 
| [who] dranke a grete 
draughte and ſet adoune 
the cuppe. * J And anon 
the monke wente into 
f fermer ye and anon deide 
of whas ſoule god haue 
mercye. And fyf monkes 
ullet ſynge for him ſpe- 
* W that mh 
Abbay flant. I the king 
anon aros bim op al euel 
at eſe and: commaunded 
to remeue the table, and 
anon be axed. aftir the 
monke, and men tolde the 
king that he was ded & 
bys bely 7% broſten and 
bis bowelles fallen out. 
And when tbe - kyng 
erde this be „ 
ed anon truſſe and al hit 
was for nougbt, for be 


© your bealth, d. wikh-bele. a 
c the infirmary, or room ap- 
pointed. for fick perſons. 


tok her up and put 
her in a cuppe and 


prycked the tode tho- 
rogh wit a broche 
many tymes tyll that 
the venym came out 
of every ſyde in the 
cuppe. And tho tooke 
* che- cuppe & fyllyed 
it with good ale, and 
brought it before the 
kynge knelynge ; ſay- 
enge, Syr*, ſayd he waſs- 
ayll for i ever the dayes 
ſo all lyf dronke ye of * 
ſo good acuppe. ¶ Be- 
gyne monke, ſayd the 
kynge. QC And the 
monke dranke a greate 
draught, and toke the 
kynge the cuppe, and 
the kynge dranke alſo a 
grete draught, and ſette 
downe the cuppe. The 
monke anon ryght 
wente into * farmere 
and there deyed anone, 


ſon whoos ſoule god 


have mercy. Amen. 
And five monkes ſynge 


for his ſoule ſpecyalty, 


f he the. *ſazd. * quoth. 
i never. & ſuch. 1 quoth. 


| began 


® the fermorie, 
and 


AP PENDEFX. 
Englic Chronicle, MS. Coxten's Prin, 


began to * bolne that and ſhall © whyle the 'that 

mighte not belpe be fo 1 - 
| that withinne too dayes| The 2 * role u 

he deide, and was on tbe ano | evyll at 15 

morowe appon ſent luca: Cd to re- 

> Jaye. be died in meue the table and ax- 
the © caftel of Newewerke|ed. after the * 

and his body was ente- And men tolde 

rede at Wiynchofere, [chat he was deed for his 


+ How, ful 
F Wr . horde this he comaund- 
33 3 
or nought for 1s 
began * to ſwelle 
PR 


Saynt Lukys. daye—— 
ſhe deyed in 2 _ 
— ne werke, and 4 

y was bur = 


EA bre e de —— home Venpuſo- 


nayt. II giſt a Wyrceſtre, il memes le volaic 
Anno Domini 1216, Peter de Langtoft, in 
renc RG 


Ex 


APPENDIX. 


Ex Hiſtoria:Anglicana; a 88 4 cha 
Monacbo Nor wicenſi anna gratiæ 1292 con- 
ſeripta. AS. z 2X Bibliothaca Cottoniana. 


Abe 1216. Die S. Lace Evangeliſiz Fo- 


zannes Rex obiit, veneno extinctus apud Swine- 


ſheived a quodam hoſpitali dictæ domus, et ſe- 


pultus eſt apud Migerm am. 
. 8 Petr de 
Burge. 


Rex [ Joannes vero . et incendlis va- Thi _ 
cans, de Northfolk verſus Lyndſey per abbathiam 125 


Swyneſhevede venit ; ubi, ſecundum quoſdam, 
potionatus tranſiit Stafford, ubi ſupra modum 
diſſenteria vexatus, in lectica ad caſtellum de 
Newerk portatus obiit; cujus viſcera apud Cro- 


kefion condita ſunt, corpus vero Wygorniz dela- 


tum, ac in eccleſia cathedrali ſepultum eſt. 


A — e William Conqueror f tbe 
Crowne of Pee Sc. MS. in the He- 
ralds Office. * ed 1724. . 


1259. 


In * his tyme was gret deorthe : Kocher 


xii* an half peny loof was worthe. 

Then he made a Parlement 

And ſwore in angre verament, 7 
That he wold make ſuch a * fcante, 
To fede alle Englonde with : a * * 1 


v ſeat, 2 x A Spon. 4 7 


And 


3 


138  4PPEWNDIX.. 
And eke with a white looff, 
Therfore he was to God? ylothe, 
A monke anone therof herde, | 
And for Engelond was ſore afetde.. 
A poyſone then he ordenyd anone, 1 
E was he poyſoned and — ryghl 


Peter Langtoffs Chronicle. 


& Jon regned in this eſtre k 8. auhten fide... 
1 At the abbay of fea ther he drank poyſon, 
| | At Hauche his lif he "Ou ſo "y men nof [hat tovn. | 


5 wa 


* . n 1 ; r 
T . =. 3 2+ we * . 
9 E a+ 


15 librorum eG ratiohis. F h 1 3 
quidam hos cecinit verſus, The hats: 


O felix noſtris memoranda impreſſio ſeclis 
* -ieext, Inventore & nitet utraque lingua tuo 
Anti. Brit. Deſierat quaſi totum quod fundis in Orbem 
- Nunc parvo doctus quilibet eſſe poteſt. 
Omnes te ſummis igitur nunc laudibus ornens, 
Te e duce quando ars hec mira reperta-fult. 


© 3 Lt 
D. Hartmanni Schedel Chronicon Nurem - 
bergü conſummat. 12 n aa anno 


_ Salutis noftre 605. e N. N 5 


YT I V1 = £ „ 
: tk N l £4, 


. laub. bee, 


8 
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The Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten 
Commandments, according to the 
Feſtival. © 1 

| | The Lord's Prajet: 

Fler our that art in hevehs; halowed be thi 


name: thy kingdom come to us; thy wyll 
be done in erthe as is in heven; Our euery dayes 


brede gy ve us to day ; and forgyve us our treſ- 
paſſis, as we forgyve them that treſpaſſe agenſte 
us; and lede us not into temptatyon, but de- 


lyuet us fro all evyll ſynne, amen. 


We XII artycles of the faytb. 


| Byleue in god fader almyghti maker of heuen 1. 
and of erth ; I byleve in Fheſu Chriſte his 2. 


only ſone our lorde; I beleue, that he was con- 
ceived of the holy ghoſt and borne of the vit- 


gine Mary. I byleue, that he ſuffered payne 4. 


under Ponce Pilate doon on the croſſe, dede and 


beryed : 1 byleve, that he went downe to helle: 5 


3. 


the thirde day aroſe from deth to lyfe: I by- 6. 


leue, that he ſtied up into heuen and ſet him 


ther on his fathers right honde: Nee A 
d the dede: Hf 


he is to come to deine the quicke a 


l byleue in the holy ghiooſt: the thyrde perſon 8. 
of the trinyte. I byleue in holy chirche and 9. 
comeninge of ſayntes. I byleue remiſſion of 10. 


ſynnes. I byleve ryſing of body. I byleve in 11, 12. 


everlaſting lyfe. 
| 1 L The 


* 


APPENDIX 


The X commanndementic if god. 


1 E firſt he cotimaundech, that thou have 
| no god but him. The ſeconde i is, that thou 
take oe in vayne the holy name of god. The 
thirde is, have in mynde to halowe thy holy 
dayes: that is to ſaye ſondayes and other that 
be boden. The 1111 is Worſhyp thy fader and 
moder. The fyfthe is, thou ſhalt not flee. 
The vj is thou ſhalt do no lechery. The vij 
commaundement is, thou ſhall not ſtelen. The 
viij is, thou ſhalc bere no fals wytneſſe. The 
ix is, thou ſhalt not deſyre thy neyghbours 
wif. The x commaundement and the laſt is, 
thou ſhalte not deſire thy neyghboure's thing, 


houſe, londe, oxe, aſſe, nother nothing that! is 


his. 


GrreBtiops a as | Additions 


5 


. P R E F A C E. | | 
EI AGE, ix. Line 17. read, ſrren Years before it 
1 PS ractiſed, or, however, but Tires after i 
| weak hong of . a 
ä P. xi. L. 14. r. only the Manuſcript is, 
in ſome Pha corre&ed, and the old and oblolete 
Language A 

P. xit, Col. 2. from bottom. In Caxtor's - 
own Edition of this ID it is, the whiche be leete 


make in the ſyxth yere of bis r 
| „L. 3. Note. Matthew Avi. 32. which, in our 


\preſene Engliſh 5 Tranſlation is render d, O thou wicked 


ervant, is, in our Saxon or old R if, Eala thu ly- 
thra theowa. | 5 
. Þ 5...The: Time of this memorable Fact 
is differently reported by our ancient Hiſtorians. Ro- 
ger de Hoeden tells us, ” That Anno gratiæ 1136, gui 
erat annus tertius regni regis Henrici idem Hen- 
ricus novam fecit monetam, que ſola recepta erat 
et accepta in regno. 8 de Diceto and Matth. 
Meſtmon. mention this as 1158, or the fifth of 
his Reign. Matt. Paris, and William of Newbery, 
place it to the Tear 1180, or the 27th Year of this 
Prince's Reign. Nova moneta in Anglia fand et — 
Forma mengle e, a  falſariis corruptæ, une eft 


l * 


B30 OK. 
Pl 16. Line 9. In the Preface to his A 
Edition of this Book, 1 any Date or r Name of 


N 


| 


wry al CorreStiqn Ny Additions. 
| Ploce where printed, 3 Carton thus addreſſed his 


Readers 
* werke of ECD . 
*. be le a dyſcarns wyſe- 
that not - „ ne cannot | 
« dome fro Tolye!" : emonge whom —— 


an excellent ohoup* of: nyte in 
Fnunce of the ordre of fi of of 
* © Fheruſalem whiche entended 
8 bed e of the che — whiche A 
e e Page the counte of 
aunders cam into my handes ; whiche: Whan I had 
et and ouerſeen me ſemed ful neceſſurye for to be 
had in engliſhe; and in eſchewyng of ydlenes, and 
to thende, that ſomme which have not ſene it ne un- 
 « derftonde Frenſsh ne latyn, I delybered in my {elf to 
1 And Wan 1 fo 
ed the ſayd tranſlacion T dyde dos fette in 
A certeyn nombre of e which: wn 
diſperſed. were . v depeſhed and ſolde. Wherfore ed thy 7 
© ſayd-book 4 ful of holſom wyſedom, and'requyſyte 
unto every Atäte and degree, Aae, TEE 
_©prynte'1 it ſhewyn therin he's fig ) 
Gas | to the Playe.“ The : f 
De {eripe. departed into four traytes and Part 8s. 0 
Vol. III. de, from the Karned Lambecin s Catalogus 8 
perial Library, That this Book 3 n 0 
in Latin, and is ſometimes tnritled; — 
corum ; ſorbetimes, De moribus dee Ty 
villa >  popularium ſuper lade Schechorain); "rd 
Trafta'ns dt cauſa inventionis ui 'Sclintcoram'2 that” 
the Author of it was Tacobus de Theſſalonica; _ the 


'Orde e " riers. W e 

2 FH Hi! BNR TO 979% Mo if SAS n wth 1; * 5 8 : {BL 

„hee f 1% 1 5 2 eat | 47711 8 | 
4 5 radely cut in : 

| Ra e AE ve of-the Aru WAN which-are 

to be made and formed in _— 4 ud * in a chayer with 


| 5 rheyr ORE tre ry AKA 
25 — aN l chen Heine Me, Car. 
tok's Figure has ora; 
322 ; 204 ao led ofT 
; | 58a & a Mk A. asc nicle 


be: e — venera 

Reras Sermones varios et librum meralem pro nodjl; 
2 — Lamb. —— wy his true. N 

mini 1296. ecius Name.” 
was de aſulis, from a. City . Baß ele 72 
where he was born: That, | 
written, de C, Caſolis, Caſſalis, and Ga falls: oh 
| ſolis, Ceſſolis, Cexalis and Scher 'Y APD 2 
was written wo Te | | 


— 


Schach, which, in Arabic, ſignißes, 2K 


e . 


"> _— L. a K e 
reſented by (ag. 


Ph 1 7 Rane ke 99 whom 


lain: That * it was newe 


: of the ſayd 5 r 25 i 
ante Js Crt 


3 
h. 1% * LI TIT Ne * N 


* uber de m 
due man 


E dne Trojan 
. 


2 


93 hy 
E ; — 
of ; 


1 rae? the cauſe of 
8 Mc of Troye.” He' further intimated, That himſelf 


' t0is, upon the River Cancbe, in which this 


C dba id Allitlont. 
. Tin Wr yr bokes touchyng the con- 


1 * "Tt pry "le by Lots: — 
yl els Ae by a of the faid 


entended to - tranſlate” and enterpriſed. to accompliſh 
« this Keri book-for the honour and worſhip of K. Ed- 


6 ward IV, who had been elected Knight of the Or- 


der 'of the Gulden Fleece, in the fifſt Chapter -© it, 
held by his Brother in Law, Charles Duke of Ber- 


 gundy, at Bruges, on Sunday, May 8, 1468 ; and af. 


eg inſtalled, or, as Caxton reſſed it; * hid 
e ee e . * ts in e Prologue Mr. 


2 eſcribed the Hai Orker fits K Philip Du _ 
of Burgundy, who inſtitut 
the Gaiden Fleece, with a — of Foes 2 
Expedition to Celchis, in his Caſtle 1 5 Hi Ui, fn 


50 


repreſented : Well wote I, ſays Mr: Carton that the 
* noble Duc. Philippe, firſt foutideur df t ; Liyd Or. 
dre, did doo make a Chambre in — ell of Heſ- 


e dyn wherin Was cra ly and curyou 
| « conteſts of the þ 10 fleſe by 5 1 5 


K: 
pal King 


© which Chambre have ben i ſeen 
rie ſo depeynted ; and, in reiemprane 47 
+ and her cunning and ſcience; he Rad db Malek in 


= 


+ ſaid Chambre by ſubeyll engyn, that; when he vole 
it ſhulde ſeem, that it lighitned, and aſtet weer 
© ſnowe and rayne, and all within the faid-chaim | 
t afte tymes ana whan it * pleaſe ye 


J. Audis, al made for his ſin nguler pleaſir > bt Held, | 
Car to _ Jam much indebted. —— — Nee 


ter Princt- 


obſerves: eg that there is no other Writer h men- 


77 ow tions the! or Paine? and Wit, proba- 


| Ebarles V. But 
'bred up in the C 


bly, they "ho fe de royed, in 333, when the. Town 
and aft Pa _ _ The garden <2 _ 
Emanyel, Puke of Savoy, of the Emperor 
4 that U wer de 18 March, who. was 
| of Philip Duke of ; 80 
has! intimated, That the Duke had aRegard'to 
ry in his Inſticurian of this = 3 but afterwards, "i 


the Advice af 7608 n 
firſt Chancellon of this 7 Gidi 
a5. ee in the-Room of 1 of Jens 
this Story, hg Sy a 
n og on 5 7 
4 revi rium 
Manfreles tells vs, . the Collar 41 be, 
Was, Appendent ? 


de Troy ye. Mr. =; nes ret hp Fro. 
logue. In ſo much, ſays be, as the greateſt fame and 
© renomme ſtandeth and reſteth in the con of the 
« Fleſe of gold wherof is founded an Ordre of Knightes, 
f home well ſome perſones afferme and faye, that 
« the ſayde Ordre hath taken his Orig Zinal of the nee 
« of Gedeon, wha in. 1 woll ne diſpate. This little 
Book Mr. Caxton ated, as he ſaid, © unto the 
* moolt fayr, and his mooſt redoubted y lard, 
his lord of ar Leid ir might be- 

_ © gynne to to 2 being now 
about ue Years old. 88 
P. 17, L. 11, Sc. Note. This Title of the Earl's, 1 

of Defendour and Directeur of the Siege Apaſtoligue, &c. 
a of an Citice of with Ts have bicherto 
met with, no Account, and can therefore only gue 
at the Nature of it. 7 Henry Spelman has obſerve Gloſſa- 
That Defendors are of many Ki 
ſeveral Names, both jn the Church ard 8 * nee 3 
E evi Or n e the imony f 
eter, | | | 


Provinces, to —— Terry take care 1 e | 
| 5 
mention pes, Gregory = 
ius, in their Epiſtles ; Ih th 2 | 10 : 
carn*d- their. Office. Du F* ; 
. theſe Defenders of the Church 
were of the. Order of Scho 


y num, 8 


166 eee dene, 


_ Head Glade: — — 1 have e derbe de. 
© this.Office-was like that of the Ning Lord 
Preſent Advocate in Hratl amm; who, it's ſaid, was: à Perfoi\ 
/ moſt eminent: for nce and Knowledge of the | 
mat Laws and 40 defend the King's |Imereſt 
in all;:publick M by Law and Reafon;-! The 
Word Dia t crou ſeems to import the ſame j a if - - 
LL _ Perſon inveſted with this Office, had the Direction 
ement of what concerned: the! Apoſtolic Sev + 
wag” inglaxd, or of what temporal Cuneemm che 
= d It is in this Senſe that the Mord is 
uſed. Directeur, Procurator; terms dein 
000 une Admin iſtrateur laigue qui eft:choifi par D Dee 
geniral. des Parores, pour avoir ſoin du 55 


dr 

que bipital, et qua va un jour la ſemaint — 
- +." Pour cuir iel pläintes des pauures et leur mute, 
Richelet Dision. V. Direttcur.. a 10N yew ? 
FP. 18. L., 10% add, In the Earl's Prefite dot 
Book we are: - rold;-Thar i in Fuly 147g be ſet uit rm 
Southatuptan; to g to: Compoſteiia. in Spain; ow' Pil. 
gtrimage to St. James,” where that Tear was obe 
| Finke and — For this hu had royal Licenſe 
Pa. x1 granted ta him 710; Years. e ee, > x 

Edw. IV. * icFedulo» fei Chriſtians: h was 1. gi 
* * the Inhdels, and in Pilgrlinage, and e 
| orld, with a:Recomriiendatiom vf him to all Chri- 
ſtian Princes. At the End of this Book is added about 
2 Page and a-Halfz»by»:Caxtang-of the» of 
Socrates, ayen Women, which the Erle, it cems, 
had, not tranſiatad: Of this MruCaxtds ſl 
lowingAccoupt ©: \Fhat:#the Eart/defired himito over 
_ * ſee: this Ble, and-whereas lie ſholde fynde fuute to 
correct it, and that dont to put the fayde 'booke.in © 


* And thus, /aid be, his requeſt and 
com- 


* 


] Corrulline ind Ane, 


commaundement, I have put me in denair 6. 2 

0 « fre this and ewe} _— | 

© howe EE: 

And rk ls 

0 in the and ad 85 i of -Socratory —— 
that: my ſaide lorde ach- left ur een an 

6 - concluſions <whment, v'wheroF- rf 

< meniaylle chat my lord hath eee 

0 — ene 1 anne 


+ ofthis. 
For if he ted Taran 


« * referued;:them in — $1 
way not preſumyng to.put and: 
ode bak; tr in — alt 


fermion 


P:20i — — cher h 
2 the — — are n ths 


*v0ds BSR ef oof] _ to hind oy" th e ate | 
Sammbab anuj, bnd 596] «. £243 
2199} 11 DES Sd: 119! 3 NUN r dot 

Ce 


Jabs Neft inchis F D 800 


lo G ol 
———ů wg tells as (Thatcb#prejerss! * ; 
ed this Book tothe Vniverſity Library; bag Mt r 
1 6 5 . aff RN, N aw, Co W N N 
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1855 1450 in thabby of Weſtmeſtre by Lon- 


Arms of the 


and Pleaſurez which, as ſome fay, were made 


Corre&ions and Additions... 


P. 24, Note. Read Hunte and Roods at Oxford.. 
Fol i6 In a to this Book, decia. 
range. to whom it apperts we are "informed, That 
"x way mſi oor of lv ins Pro ; 
noble duc Job» of Berry 
our lord MCCXLY, and now at 


the ſecond day 


© don” 
P. 29. L. 13. from bot. Note. 5 ny vt n 
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